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eIOre peaceolc
With apotatoin hishand,prominent' Mubarik Shah comingfewmgntl1sandthe nextycar's

Indian politician Laloo Parsad terminated air connections and over- ge~eralelec~ions.Whateverit is; since.Mr.
Yadavleisurely strolled thro~g~ flights. Even otherwise the work on confi- VaJpay.eeand his gov~rnmellt have given

the bazaars of Islamabad and Rawalpm~l dence-building measur~s is progressing at cent:ahty to the end of so-called crnss.-hor-
last w~ekto thegreat.amusementof cun- a painfullysiowpace. der mfIl~ratlOnforthe resumptIonof dra-
ous childrenandcheerIngshopkeepers ~nd More crucially the revival of their logue~this hItch has to be removed.
shopp~rs.Hewasleadmga bIg delegatI.o.n stalledpeacedialogueis nowherein sight. ThisISwhereth.epeacelobbycan playa
of Indianlawmakersfrom across the poht!- More than four months have passed since part. It ~ust mobilIse the pu~hc pressure
ca! spectrumto an Islamabad peace seml- Mr. Va' a ee extended his much-extolled on the VaJpaye~.governm~nteIther to agree
nar."I havecom~wlt~a messageof love hando~~rfendshipto Pakistan yet thereis to a neutralvenflcatl9~of Itsallegationsor
an~ peace to Pakistan,' he saId. HIs.d~le- no indication if he intends to 'start talkin resume t~lks.w~thPakistan wher~ It can to
gatIon membersechoed ~Im. In a .slmllar with it any time soon. Pakistan wants th~ b.nng up Its mfI].tratloncharges lor dlscm-
gesture, a grou~ of PakistanI legls.lators dialo ue to resume uickl but he doesn't. slon. ~ut there IS a snag here. The pcace
travelle~to Amntsar ~astweek and Jome.d His g~vemment ren'{ainsr1~etedto its con- lobby m the subcontment ISyet to put lis.
the. IndIan peace activists m a candlelIt dition that Pakistan must first put an end to own a~t together. Indeed..lt ISyet to umlcr-
vIgIl on the border on the Au~ust ]4-15 the so-called cross-border infiltration. On stand ItSown role m mobllIsmgthe pcoplcs
nIght. The recent ~onths hav~ m~eed Wlt- the other hand Pakistan insists it has done ~f the two countr!es to hecollle ~I
~essedsever.allndlan.and Pak!stam delega- all it was to d~ and.that what is happening formIdable pressure for normalIty. pcaLT
tIOIi~of parhamentanans, busmessmen and. I d
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d . and amIty m the subcontlllent.. .. . . m n lan- e as mlr ISan m Igenous .

1 traders exchangmg goodwIllVISitS.All thIs. h The peace campaigners do not cvcn
! looks too good to believe, given the fact p eC
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th t seem to have under.stood the complcx psv-. ear y or e peace process 0 move '" .
only a f~~ months ago th.e two count!les ahead thi~ knot mUst be untan led. But the che of the ~ubcontm~nt s people~. On('. "
had mobIlIsed some one millIon troops m a Va'payee government appear~ unwilling. strand .of this psyche IS the great tund 01
scar~ eyeball-to-eye~all border stand?ff, N;ither is it agreeable to Pakistan's pro- goodwill the masses on both sides bcar tor
sendm~ out. waves of ala:m far a.nd wlde'.posal for deplo):ing neutral.qIonitors on the each other. The o~her I~ ~h~l1:deep-~eate~

. There ISa vIsIblechange m}he chmat~ fqr , ,LoC to vj:ri{yit's infiltration ehar~~~Nor i~ .. ~usplclOn~an.ddl.stru.;;~of each o~l~el.:h\
: thebetter. Hlgh-volta~etfillSlOnsthat were., j t amenable to Palds tln%~ p,nd])Osal (0 "~.fo,rmer.repently~mal1l!~steq 11sel~If;n~l~s-
! untIl recen~ly threatenmg to plfll~ge the two' strengthen the UN mJ\1tary6bsetveh group _IfslV'elym'.the torrent at pt~.ay:r$,.gqot!:. ~\~~~h
, n.uclearnelghbou.rs1I1toan.e.ntlfelyunde- with the mandateto operateon the Indian es and ~ifts t,hel!1dlancitizens shov.cled. SIrableconflagratIonha".e vIsIbly lesseJ.1ed. side' as well. It has even summarily on PakIstanI chIld .Noor who went to
, VOIcesofpeacearecommgoutmcreasmg-' Bangfore for heart surgery. and In the

Iy from both sides releas'e of thc
while strident Pakistani sl)epherd ~

\1 rhetorichas marked- boy. who had unwil-
ly declined.A bettel~ tingly strayed into
tomorrow in their the Indian territorv.
relationshipseemsin f'tom inc.arceratil;n
coming. Yet. some aue to' tl-reeffons 01,
are keepingtheir fin- Indian human rights!
gers crossed - and groups. The latcr
not so unreasonably, reflects itself
So dicey. has been poignantly in the
thtir relationship common feeling in
throughout Tha,. P~n thm I~

i many would even , not yet reconciled to "
hesitate to make a its <.:reation.and in
prediction about its the general percep-
future. Such climatic tion in India that
changes have also Pakistan is behilld

- never been scarce in its every affliction,
their relationship's This is complex psy-
chequered history. che needs to he
Many a time, they unravelled for full
appeared well set on fructification of the
a course to tide over popular peace semi-
their difficulties and ment in hqth COllll-
put their relations on tries.
an even keel. But .But the peace
every time that .camfiaigncrs do not "-
turned out to be a seem to have even

; mirage. The two tried to grasp this.
countries have displayed a marvelousbrushed aside President MushalTaf's offer ~omplexity, wl)at to talk of dispelling !he ~
propensity to slide back into a state of ani- of ceasefire on the LvC\ which would have deep-'seilted suspicions and distrust from T

mosity and confrontation in a fraction of settled its claims that the Pakistan army the minds of the two people:;. If thcy do r
the time that they take in taking one step resorts to firing to-provide cover to infiltra- .mean business, they must change their J: forward towards normality. tors. Predictably, Mr. Vajpayee's govern- course, comprehend the psyche of the t\l'O

The problem is that the popular peace ment would also turn down the European peoples in all its complexity and work on a
I sentiment, never in short supply in both Union's contemplated move for neutral' meticulously-evolved strategy to transform
4 countries, has always got foundered on the aerial monitoring of the LaC on the usual the popular peace ,sentiment into an irre-

official rock. Even at this time, while this pretext that it is averse to any third party sistible peace movement. Junkets of the
sentiment is surging at the people's level, intervention in its bilateral disputes with privileged groups in the name of peace
the state of affairs at the official level is not Pakistan. seminars. candlelit border vigils and ,'isit
what it should be. After months of intense This patently motivated persistent exchanges, are neither people-to-pcnplc
hostility, the two governments have, no refusal of the Vajpayee government to sub- contact nor of much avail. And so gor>
doubt. stepped back and even reversed jeet its accusations to neutral verification with the Track 11diplomacy of retircd
some of the negative developments trig- goes to corroborate the view that it is using diplomats and generals. who on their walch
gered by the Vajpayee government's the ruse of cross-border infiltration to cam- had themselves contributed decisively to

. impulsive decisions. They have withdrawn ouflage its ongoing savage military cam- the spawning and nurturing of these sllspi-

I

their troops from the borders, reappointed paign to crush the Kashmiri resistance, It cions and misundel"standings. People-to-
high commissioners to their diplomatic also lends greater credence to Indian politi- people contacts and peace campaigns mean

I missions and resumed the Lahore-Delhi cal observers' conclusion that the Vajpayee much more. They mean involving the
pus service. Talks are on to restore their government may not revive talks with masses actively and decis'ively.in the peace
snappedrail link as well.But there is no Pakistansoonfor someperceivedgainsin process.Thisis whatthecampaignersmu>t'
news as yet about the resumption of their the crucial state assemblies' polls due in aim at and work for,-.... ~- - "--'---'---~---- ..-.
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