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kWe want'a border between friends I

Barrister Chaudhry AitzazAhsan, MNA,is a senior
po'liticianfrom the Pakistan People's Party. He led a
delegation of Pakistani parliamentarians to celebrate
Independence Day with Indian members of the
Parliament and general public '

By Zaman Khan

T
he News on
Sunday: What did
you hope to achieve
from your. visit to
India and how suc-

cessful were you in your
endeavour? '

Aitzaz Ahsan: The main
purpose behind the vis1t.to
India was to strengthen the
peace process and people to
people contact. This was a
continuation of a process
started by people like Kuldip
Nayar,a memberof the Rlijia
Sabha in India and a senior
politicianand AsmaJahangir,

. the former head of the Human
Rights Commission of
Pakistan, and many of their
friends on both sides. Even
during times of great tension
when the two armieswere on
a high alert on the borders,
these people have lit candles
on the Waghacheckpost.The
people of both countries, the
more then a billion human

beings of South Asia want
peace.

Under a Saarc treaty,
signed in December 1988,
parliamentarians of member
countries are exempt from
visa requirements while trav-
elling to Saarc countries and
so we took a delegation of
parliamentariansto celebrate
both Pakistan's and India's
independence days together.
The purpose was to strength-
en the peace process and to
increase the area of contact
between the tWopeoples and I
think we succeeded to a great
extent.

TNS: What kind of a
reception did you get in
India?

AA: The reception in India
was very warm. A delegation
led by Kuldip Nayar and
including members of Lok

Sabha, Rlijya Sabha apd the
State Assembly and It large
crowd of people greeted us as
we crossed over on the after-
noon of August 14. After

attending a dinner hosted by
Dr. S P Singh, the vice-chan-
cellor of the Guru Nanak
GuruDevUniversity,Amritsar,
we were taken back to the
Waghaborder where we,were
to light candles at midnight.
We also took part in a public
meetingthat was attended by
a 30,000 to 40,000 enthusias-
tic people. MNASardar Ayaz
Sadiq, Senator Iqbal Haider
and I addressed the crowd.
We spoke of love, friendship,
peace, progress and prosperi-
ty. I addressed the people in
Pw\iabiand told them we did'
not want war.The!messagein
our speeches was that both
India and Pakistan must be
inviolable and the borders
between them should be
sacred but it shouldbe a oor-
der between friends and not
enemies. We must live like
friends, like the Europeans
havedoneafter yearsof war.

TNS: Youwere taken in a
procession to Wagha. How
would you describe popular
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Aitzaz Ahsan andothermembersof thedelegation..
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came out to wish us well.
The mood of the peOP
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there (in India) was als ,0
enthusiastic. They want pea ,e
as well. They agree that war lS
no solution and this is t,e

mood? And are you the first
Pakistani politician to address
a public meeting in India?

AA: YesI think it is for the
fli'st time that a Pakistani has

addressed a p~blic meeting in

India. As for the send off, it
was truly warm. A cross sec-
tion of people from Lahore
wereenthusedbythe fact that
we were going on this peace
mission and that is why they
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should mutually try to reduce building? ,\
our,.defence expenditures, so . AA: The most effective

!
that money can be _spent on measure is the people'to peo-
fight'jng poverty, illiteracy, pIe contact: Indiahas a stated "

heahq, for improving the peo- position on Kashmir, pa,kistan

\

,

pIe's living conditions. There has its own stated position on
was a cop.s~nsus on these Kashmir. I think neither side ;
issues. is going to rescind from that 1\

TNS: Are you optimistic stated position in the foresee-)'
that problems between India able future. But withq!lt prej1,l- !
and Pakistan can be resolved dice to the stated posftions, 1f I
peacefully? other confidencebuilQ-ing ,

AA: I think they can and measures cannot be wQfked .f
this is a great opportunity. out, at least' bord,er reS'tric- r'
Particularly because the tions should be relaxed and

~
Pakistani establishment has a people should b~ allowed t9 .f
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"The mood of the people ,~6\'"~
}there (in India) was ills , , ' ~

enthusiastic. They wan~~'

as well. They agree that war is
no'solution and this is the
message we carried."
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\, conscientiousrealisationafter move across more freely.~ the Kargil misadventure that Trade,joint ventures and gas

.' the military option is no pipelines should be the ulti-
longer an option. We can't mate goals. I.think that would
steal anything from a sur- be a major dent in the cold
prised Indian army. And the war between India and
Indians have also realised Pakistan.Peopleon both sides
after a massive mobilisation want peace but there are ele-
of their army at the border ments who thrive on mutual
recently that the military fears. Whenpeoplemeet they
optionis no longerfeasible. realisethere is loveand affec-

TNS:Whatother measures tion on both sides.
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