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C
ivil societies of both India and Pak- . ' inside the governmen~; not manypeople in
istan spoke loudly and clearly in Is- M B Naqvl au~ori~ want~ ~obeyond1;luJ.t~ted nor~
lamabadonAugust10and 11.They Thewriterisawell-known malislttion.Tttelf.ldeas about 'Yhatls needed

. wantan~ndto the s~rrychap~erof journalistandfreelancecolumnist or shouldbe deslfe~~o~sno~mclu~ea peo- ,
mistrustandconflictthatdescnbesthehistory mbnaqvi@cyber.net.pk ple-to-peoplereconciliationWltha Vlewto re- h$
of last 56 years. True,manyare not onboard: vampingthe budget-makingprioritiesin both
they includethe two concerned governments countries.'
and even more importantlythe civiland mili- Insofar as Islamabad is concerned, it has
tary establishmentsthat write the agenda for all but ,returned to the core issue of Kashmir\ t
the governments. These establishments are receivingmore urgent attention,thoughother
powerful vested,interests that thrive on the issues might be discussed simultaneously-

coldwarand armsraces that the twocountries as a.c~ncession. It is still ~as~ flfst and ~haveconstantlybeen engaged. last. If lt does not get anysatisfactionon Kas~- e~
Thesevestedinterestsare not drivenbypO- mir,.itwillbe'happynot to ma,t<eanyprogress ~

liticalcommitments.It needsto be investigated on other issues, includingtrade if it can help

S
how the vast expenditures of unending arms it. This is a prescription to stay deadlocked fe
race enrich the top layers of civiland military with India,all along the line. That does not le
bureaucracyin Pakistanand'top rank political worry Islamabad. But it ,should - and be- tbJ
leaders and bureaucracy in India, both civil cause of Kashmiritself. wl
and military.Ever attended a lavishdinner by One advances two major propositions:
an arms manufacturer's local representative Kashmircannot be wrested from Indiaby mil- rf!!
and have you noted how the star of the evening itary means. The second is Pakistan cannot al-, ~
was an importantgeneral.Amongthe invitees waysremaina garrison state, readyeverymin- f~
would be his friends and former coll~agues, . , . u,t,esto fight. It is totallypointless.If Kashmir tt,
withmore than a sprinklingofjournalistswho BothgovernmentsarehappyWIth has nomilitarysolution,Pakistanisshouldturn PI
write on security matters. That is a minor facet thi g th , Th

' l't ' theirattentiontoothermatters:trade,regional T;
oflobbyingwhichinlaterstagesgraduatesinto n sas, eyare" ell poIICS cooperation,education,especiallyoffemales, 0\
privatesessionswheredetailsare settledin- has flourIsheddurmgtheculturalhealthandtransferringfund$fromdefenceto cl
cludingwho gets what with incidentaldiffer- andPoliticalstandoffAndoneis civtliansectors.Thesethingsar~obje~vesin eJ
ences. ,'themselves and not a means of lffiproVlngthe m

--Wide populardesirefor peaceandbetter nottalkIngof.la-sHO-montbs ~gffoS1tm'ft':"'BfB'e~l1orm' ID
relations, with more exchanges, is now well es- I ' e M

'
lit rul

'
hth achievinguniversalmatriculationleveleduca- ~

tablished on both sides; not point ,Inoverem- a on, I ary e ISso muc e, tion- vocationalandtechnological- andat- at
phasising it. It should now be a given. There is strongerandmoreentrenchedby tacking poverty frontally, Pakistan will not be vi
howeverno sign that any governmentis ~- t'h ' '

l
't nf t t

'
f 2002 obliginganyonebut itself. w

ally movrngin the direction qf reforging the e,mll ary CO ron a Ion 0, ' If Kashmiris not to behad bythewarfight-
'normal' ties.' Pakistani authorities have man- InsofarasBJPGovernmentIS ing readiness of Pakistan's armed forces, new w
aged to explain that by normalisation they d

'

h d t kn h' thinkingabouthowelsecanPakistanmake pr
mean the state of relations that obtained on ~oncer~e, w 0 o~sno ow OW progress in the objective of enabling the Kash- D
Dee12,2001- a daybeforethe attackon In- It flourIshesluxurIouslyon miris to win their right of self determination. tf.
dian Parliament.There is no thought of going nf

'
dl 't tM lim Askwhether little guns in the hands of Kash- j1.;

back any further. The Indian government :tLrlen, f"l'e erences0 US S miri youth hlj.ve achieved anything? It suits b
seemsto have acceptedthis willinglyenough. andPakistan India to terrorise most Kashmiris.Pakistan e

Lookat the recordofhard workthe twobu- ~ shouldcooperatewithIndiainendinggunfires tP
reaucracieshavepptinsinceApril18last.Po~ \ in Kashmir.Letpoliticsbe relieduponin a tl
itive achievements are (a) reappointment of withoutgivingequalvalue,there shouldbe no growing democratic ambiance in Pakistan, e
ambassadors;Cb)somevisasto each other; (~) quarrelwithhowmuchgreatnesshe wants for India and Kashmir.Let Pakistan allowIndia's c,
release of imprisoned seamen on either side India. In partnership'with Pakistan, India's liberalsand humanrightsactiviststo strivefor Vi
who should not have beenjailed; (d) the re- greatnesswilladd to former's own greatness. making the politicalrights of Kashmirisreal. c~

,

'

sumptionof BusService.Talksabout air links Let's keep our mindso~n regardingthis pos- Whateverprogress the Kashmirismake in as-t
are to begin 131 days after Vajpayee'sinitia- sibility;as of nowit is no more than a theoret- serting their human rights, it will have to be t4
tive.RaillinkbetweenLahoreand Delhiis still icalpossibility.Afterall, Mr.Vajpayee'svision, with the consent of the Indians. t~
not on the horizon despite the statements some if any, needs to be worked out, explained and If so, Pakistan's course should be aimed at ~
months ago that both railway systems were sold first of all to the RSSParivar. genuine reconciliation and friendship with se'
ready to resume service.There is no mentiQn /' Indiawitha viewto (a) enablingIndiandemoc- t

l
of sea linkbetweenKarachiandBombayor rail more hard-nosed, if not cynical;expla- racyto extendand be more than skindeep and s '

link between Sindh and Rajasthan which will Anation of the situation is that both Pak- (b) let'sembar
,

' ,kon a course oftrue democrati- 0
,help and facilitatea majorityof inter state tray- istanand Indiaare'horsesthat havebeen sation at home and strip the Armyof its politi- e '

ellers.Mightyhard work,youwouldsay. taken to the water but are not drinkingit the cal privileges.Let Kashmir'semancipation,as nf
The conclusion is 'obvious.,B()thgovern~ waythe third party expetted - or perhaps it also of Pakistanisand disadvantagedIndians, ct

mentsare happywith,thingsas they are. Their foresaw how theY'\You1dbehave: Both are be the common task ofthe peoples of India oJ
politicshas flourishedduringthe cultuI'a.!,aR~oing1hroughtli:e'mofi()fiSof tryingto achieve and Pakistan. Far more unites the Pakistanis
politicalstandoff.AndOneis not talkirigof last normalisation,with obvious spiritual listless- Withthe Indians than dividesthem and let a 1:1
20 months alone. Military

,

rule is so ~uch the ness. At this rate, it will be hard fo
,

r the two free
,

Kashmir be a bridge bf!i:ween them. Eu- <JI
,

'

,stronger and more entrenched by the military sidesto managethe attendanceofMr,Vajpayee rope has shownthat politicalboundariesand ~
confrontation of 2002. Insofar

,

as&W
,

Govern- in
,

Saarc's Islamabad SUffiffil

,

't, It WOuld
,

be odd tra
,

ditional sovereignties can be preserved ~
ment is concerned,who does,notknowhow it if the rail and air linksare stillbeingdiscussed whilemakingthe inter state friendshipandco- ~
flourishesltJxuriouslyon unfriendlyreferences and modalitiesagreed whileMr.Vajpayee,ar- operationas extensiveand deep as possible, a,~

,to Muslim!!arid.Pa~t!!ll. The,party is well rivesinIslaIruj.q~onJan 3rd and,,4th.Notthat, Oneis here indicatingan alternativelineof c$,
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Vajpayee's,it is hoped, occasionalDelphicpro- It is to be concededthat.speed qf normali- actionwillbe costly,the least ofwhichwill,be cr
nouncementsabout makingfriendswith Pak- sation can scarcelybe faster than what a par- continued backwardness and poverty of the 8
istan look like.bearing fruit, there willbe the ticulargovernment'score constituencywilltol- masses.Allalternativelinesofthoughtpointto r
statesman-likeimageof the next PrimeMinis- erate. But governments know a thihg or two better relationswith neighbours,regionalco- '1-
ter that will garner new votes. Indian estab- about manufacturirigconsent and consensus; operation and less ardour in servingthe sole (
lishment is in the happyposition ofnot being if they.so like.That's just the point: 'if they so superpower as an imperative, irrespectiveof j

\ pushed by the present situa,tionand if it can like'. There is far too scanty evidencethat Is- where India may be going. If necessarya pol- \
gain anythingon trade relationswith Pakistan, lamabad,or for that matter NewDelhi,is anx- icyof peaceand friendshipcanbe imposedon )
it willbe.goodtoo. iousto take quickactionsin pursuit ofthe lim- India.But a lotof hurdlesthat litterthisroadto )

Onedoesnot knowwhat droveMrVajpayee ited normalisationof Dec 12, 2001. There is peacewillhaveto be removed,someofwhich, ,
to make the second peace effort in Aprillast. absolutelyno thought of a genuinefriendship likethe nukes, are huge. i

-


