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WHEN does a charm valley. Some of it was repetitive:
offensive become more let the Hurriyat travel toI

ff '
th ch '? Pakistan. And some of it was

0 ,ens~ve an armIng: actually self-exposure.
It IS a Judgment call, obVl- As for instance when

1 ously, What defines the President Musharraf suggested
difference? Trust, If the that the "~uj~deen" could

, , stop operations if there was a
charm IS ~mcere, no parallel end to military opera-
offence, But if the charm tions by India. If President
is only as slippery as oil, bomb, invade and occupy two Musharraf can talk on behalf of
then someone will end up na~ons at a cost that. is slowly the "mujahideen" then ipso

th
'

fl
'
th 1 th taking on the proportions of a facto he has some control over

on e oor, W1 ess an wave. their operations. Which in turn
salubrious consequences. The issue is not terrorism but proves that the Pakistan govern-

President Pervez Musharraf trust. Here is a simple test for ment is not as distant from them
has a remarkable quality for a President Musharraf. When as it pretends to be. The
military ruler: two summers ago, Washington asks for a suspect "mujahideen" are not going to
he had editors at Agra eating out living in Pakistan in its war take dictation from those who
of his hand instead of concen- against terrorism, the suspect, if provide only "moral" support.

,trating on their breakfast, and he found, is handed over without But whatever the nuances of
turned hard-boiled politicians much fuss. The noun one has the offer, the one thing it did not
into soft-boiled yolks when he used is 'suspect', which means deserve was the response that
met ihe~ sQme days ago at that the person concerned has Delhi gave almost before it was
Islamabad. It is easy to be cynicaf not-been tried and proven guilty made. Here is a broad rule, for I
for a non-participant, or even a before being handed over to diplomatic manners. When
participant. American authorities. Why is a spokesmen jerk their, knee they

I do recall the only question I self-declared terrorist operating should learn to smile when they
asked President Musharraf at against India protected by the hit their chin. It is not necessary
the famous, or infamous, Agra Musharraf government? Would to look defiantly grim in dis-
breakfast: after submitting that I the Lashkar-i-Tayyaba have been agreement, as if it were some ter-
'was impressed by the fact that a able to proudly claim in its offi- rible personal battle. There is a
visiting general had offered hom- cial publication that it had mature way of dealing with dis-
age to Mahatma Gandhi, the launched a particular attack agreement. The best instance
symbol of non-violence, I asked against an American army unit came when we were in Pakistan.
Pakistan's leader whether In another speech
he would be as committed Th h P

.
d ,President Musharraf sug-

tonon-violenceiftheAgra e reason w y resl ent gested that the time had

summit failed a f~w h?urs Musharraf impresses visitors come to rearrange the
later. The summIt failed, structure of Saarc so that
non-violence disappeared is because he has missed his bilateral issues could also
out of the window and last ' be discussed in that forum.
year at this time a nuclear vocation. He should have Our ambassador in
shadowloomed so large Islamabad, Shiv Shankar

11over South Asia that been a lawyer. When he Menon, was asked for a
American think-tanks' . t ~ . t th t comment. "We are always
began body-counts in their InSI~ S, tOr InS ance, a a open to ideas," he

projections. . dialogue could begin "tomor- answered.Perfect. T~e
Some of the analogies external affaIrS

being drawn by the row" he does not dwell on spokesmanin Delhicould
Pakistan leadership as yet. have said precisely that,
another momentum builds why IndIa does not start talk- with a smile, and left the
towards peace are too." " H fi exercise of options to his
disingenuous to last the lng tomorrow. e lnesses superiors.

cour~.~ere isth~.rather the fact that if it wa
,
s so easy

If he had waited for
self-pItyingsuggestionthat three days, he would also

India is the 'Big Brother', to stop terrorism he would have learnt what his supe-or at least the 'Bigger riors thought. Peace with
Nation', and must there- have been able to prevent the Pakistan, without compro-
fore show greater maglla-. mise on fundamentals, was
nimity overKashmir..I:his terrons4,.attackthat left more at-the centre of one-of the

sits ill with the r~etoric as ihaii-SO People deaa in a finest speeches deliveredwell as the reality of the from the ramparts of the

last fivedecades.Pakist~ Quetta Imambar gah. Red Fort in recent times.
has and should frame Its On Independence Day,
discourse within the con- Prime Minister Atal
cept of equality, and nothing in Pakistan or Mghanistan, and Behari was cogent, lucid, clear
else. escaped American vengeance and forceful. But if he had a mes-

Pakistan is too big to be a and Islamabad compliance? sage for our neighbour, it was
small nation. More to the point, But the real reason why less in what he said about the
small and big are geographical President Musharraf invites seri- Indo-Pakistan relationship and
facts, not political realities. Israel ous attention is because when he more in what he said about India.
is smaller than Egypt, Saudi takes a position publicly, and on Ten ye~ ago, there did not
Arabia, Jordan, Iraq and Syria, the record, then it becomes what seem much difference between
and yet militarily more powerful might be called a political fact. IndIa and' Paldstan as youtrav-
than all of them puttogether. We He made two important points elled that great road conceived
who have been ruled by Britain on August 12, both of which must by Sher Shah Suri, and consoli-
should know this best. Britain be considered to constitute dated by every succeeding gen-
was no more than, the size of a Pakistan's policy. Mter the oblig- eration, an artery that is truly the

~p..ovinc~ pu,t-J'wed su\>conti- .:a!:QJ;yI(!II'~t that)peace:-.WJls!;~~(of,thelsu.bQontinent.
nents in Asia and Africa. There is better than war, he averred that But now the.difference is,becom.
a tinge of self-pity about this big- both sides needed to show flexi- ing visible: Pakistan's economy is '

small eQuation



.-- , dlways I- open to ideas," he 1
. UTalOgue could begin "tomor- answered.Perfect. T~e.- -Someof the analogies external affa1l"S

being drawn by the row" he does not dwell on spokesmanin Delhicould
Pakistan leadership as yet 0 have said precisely that,
another momentum builds why IndIa does not start talk-with a smile,andleftthe
towards peace are too." " H fi exercise of options to his
disingenuous to last the lng tomorrow 0 e IneSSeS superiors.
course. There is the rather th .c t th t
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t If he had waited for
self-pitying suggestion that e laC a I I was so easy threedays,he wouldalso
India is the 'Big Brother', to stop terrorism he would have learnt what his supe-or at least the 'Bigger riors thought. Peace with
Nation', and must there- have been able to prevent the Pakistan, without compro-
fore show greater magna- 0 mise on fundamentals, was
nimity over Kashmir..J:bis terronsLattack that left more at-the .centre of one-uf the

sits ill with the r~etoric as than -SO People dead in a finest speeches delivered
well as the reality of the from the ramparts of the

lastfivedecades.Pakist~ Quetta Imambar gaho Red Fort in recent times.
has and should frame Its On Independence Day,
discourse within the con- Prime Minister Atal
cept of equality, and nothing in Pakistan or Afghanistan, and Behari was cogent, lucid, clear
else. escaped American vengeance and forceful. But if he had a mes-

Pakistan is too big to be a and Islamabad compliance? sage for our neighbour, it was
small nation. More to the point, But the real reason why less in what he said about the
small and big are geographical President Musharraf invites serl- Indo-Pakistan relationship and
facts, not political realities. Israel ous attention is because when he more in what he said about India.
is smaller than Egypt, Saudi takes a position publicly, and on Ten years ago, there did not
Arabia, Jordan, Iraq and Syria, the record, then it becomes what seem much' qw'erence between
and yet militarily more powerful might be called a political fact. India and PaIdstan as YOU'trav-
than all of them puttogether. We He made two important points elled that great road conceived
who have been ruled by Britain on August 12, both of which must by Sher Shah Suri, and consoli-
should know this best. Britain be considered to constitute dated by every succeeding gen-'
was no more thaI!, the size Qf a Pakistan's policy. After the oblig- eratiQ.n, an artery that is truly the

.0 ~pfovinc~ ,~~~,ml~d su\)conti- aJ:Q~-fU"gQD1~t tbBt~pea~\@S ...gmJ.I'ld<U1\,~lqpfJhe~WPc<mtioent.
nents in Asia and Africa. There is better than war, he averred that But now the-difference isbecom'"
a tinge of self-pity about,this big- both sides needed to show flexi- ing visible. Pakistan's economy is .
small equation that erodes bility over Kashmir and move chained to conflict, and its peo-
respect. Of the many points that away from past positions. He pIe are getting restive. More
Musharraf made in his well-pre- may not ,have said it in precise than half the budget disappears
pared verbal encounter with words, but he indicated clearly in a single line that no one dare
Indian politicians and journal- enough that plebiscite was a discuss. There is no cow holier
ists, this was certainly the most dead option. This can be extend- than the "defence" budget. A
hollow. It was not even good ed to elinIinating the United substantial portion of the rest
enough to be insincere. Nations, for the UN becomes rel- goes in debt repayment and cost

But the reason why Presidept evantonly if there is a plebiscite. of government (the army does
Musharraf impresses visitors. is It is not a teriibly'secret secret not pay from its pocket for the
because he has missed his voca- that if there had been an Agra administration of the country it
tion. H~~uld have been a Declaration two years ago, as rules).
lawyer. No one'""8rgues a case there almost was, there would Less than 10 per cent is left for
more convincingly, leaving~ou! have been no reference to the developmental spending, with
the uncomfortable facts, or find- 'United Nations in the document. barely two per cent spent on edu-
ing seemingly reasonable justifi- This would have been the first cation. It is not a scenario
cations for them. When he time that Pakistan would have designed for sending missions to
insism forinstance, that a dia- signed a pact with India without the moon, and the young
logue fbr...peace between India referring to the United Nations. Pakistani knows it. There is an
and Pak1~ could begin The solution of the Kashmir impatience in the land, as the
"tomorrow" ne-, oes not dwell on problem through bilateral army takes control of every
why India does n tart talking means, which has always been aspect of life and becomes an all- .
"tomorrow". He fine the fact the Indian position, has there- consuming dictatorship. This
that cross-border terro has fore been accepted as the only subterranean anger is not per-
not ~F<,a (pven.Inde~- :!ffiyforward"""=,,,- . _~Uw:he sense that...i.t.is..not
Day saw its quota of death) wr ,If therefore the "will of the directed against Musharraf; but
the silken thrust that if it was so I{\ts~" peoPl

.

e". has to be it is institutional. Those in power
easy to stop terrorism he would de'temun~ Isliunabad still know that they can use patriot- t'
have been able to preyept the claims it~t, - er means ism to justify that single-~e
terrorist attack that left more have to be found. Tbis~op' budget entry up to a point, an"d
!ban 50 Shias dead in a Qu~tta oWn range of possibilit1es,..e.ven"oint is coming neareI:..
mosque. And then adds that life as it closes options that a group Imp . will createJ'eace,
is a seesaw - terrorists ("free- like the Hurriyat in Jammu and if we B(.eto acln . . Goodwill is
lancers...mujahideenoooorwhatev- Kashmir clings on to. A solution simply not-good enougl'r;~ven if
er you want to ca!! them") get has not been found, nor will it be there was much sincere goCdwill
~couraged by the absence of found in any hurry, but space has available. Peace will come when
pea~ so it is an the more iInpor- been created. That is one small the people shape.!he moment,
tant to starfa-<iialogue that will step for Islamabad, but a huge when a child callea Noor is the

bring India and Pakistan closer. I stride for South Asia. source of change; and teenagers
Such advocacy is easily The secpnd offer made by are greeting with the special rap-

answered. It is perfectly trUe that President Musharraf was to nail ture that the young reserve for
you cannot bring terrorisIl!- d~wn specifics that would calm their own, melting borders with
~d~ control easily, or eliminate the border and discourage vio- their warmth and teasing armies
~tWIththe wave of some wand. If lence. Some of it was straightfor- with their laughter. Peace will
It was easy, India would not have ward: an immediate end to the come wl;len govermnents learn to
struggled in Punjab and Kashmir shelling across the ceasefire line. follow.the people.
for as long as it has done, and the Some of it was disingenuous: .,~
~nited States of America would release ,of "political ~ris~ners" The writer is editor-in-chiej, Asian..'~

It have found it necessary to by Delhi, force r"4ucnon ID the ~ New Delhi. ,.
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