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O
neof the majorcharacteris- structivepursuitsand advocatead. ... h tors facilitated the strengthening of poverty alleviation a success story. In
tics of ihternational rela. herence to regional pragmatism. Re. Pervalz IqbalC eema the edifice of distrust. The idea of re- addition to incumbent level of poverty,
tions is its dynamic nature. gional pragmatism implies flexibility ThewriterworksforIslamabad gionalismdid not influenceand at- three other sourcesthat are product
Thingskee~ changingand in, foreign policies within the PolicyResearchInstitute tract the attentionof policy makers of Indo.Pak tension are also con-

to keeppacewiththe q,rnamicnature region, promotionof realisticpur. picheema@ipri-pakorg all thatmuch.Eachoneof uswas tributingto the existingarsenalofof internationalrelationsone has to suits and cooperativeventures,ex. . more concerned with the security miseries.All of these sources couldbe
\~be sufficientlyabreastwithtoolsthat tendingdue considerationto other's ronment.If theeffortsto promotena. and stabilityof its.owncountry- a easilyplugged.Theseincludethe suf-
:' enablethe maintenanceof requisite sensitivitiesand subjectingthe main tionalinterest are blendedwithreal. very legitimatepursuit than being a feringsof the Kashmiris,the miseries
!

pace. What one needs to realise is that regional disputes to concerted ism and legitimate considerations for full devotee of the desired regional. of the split familie,s,and the plight of
I not all developmentsare likelyto have efforts with a viewto finding a practi- other party's sensitivities, the out- ism. However,the growing realisation the fiShermen.

I

a positive impact, there may be some cal way out of disputes and entangle. come.is likely to arrest the creeping that a regional problem requires a re- Apart from the problem of poverty,
that could contribute towards further ments. negativism and help in the promotion gional approach is certainly providing which requires long-term collective

I deterioration of the situation. This is At the declaratory level most re. of a healthy atmosphere. requisite basis to opt for a more real. efforts, all the other sources of mis-
particularlyapplicableto situationof gional leaders have repeatedly as. Thesecondfactorthat impedesre. istic pursuit, enablingthe entire re. eriescanbepluggedprovidedthetwo
delicate balance. serted their utmost desire to work for;' gional pragIilatisnfis the policy pur. gion to move ahead. To make a re. countries make earnest, concerted ef.

South Asia is a peculiar region in peace but at the practical level the ef. suits of the interested outsider. Each gional approach more effective, the forts. It is my belief that even a dis-
,'.Imanyways.Notonlyit is anIndo.cen. fortshavebeenviewedwithsuspicion outsidercomesto the regionwithits countriesof the regionneed to pre- putelikethecomplexKashmirdispute

tric region but it has rarely experi- and cynicism.A regionalpragmatist owl!agenda, which, in some cases, pare for littlecompromisestheymay canbe resolvedto the satisfactionof
enced tension.free period since the would be acutely conscious of the dif. may clash with region's desire to have to make in order the ensure the both the Indians and Pakistanis pro-

, partition of the British Indian empire. ference between the essential and the unite. The history of the region is onward drive towards peace and sta. vided they make concerted efforts. A
,11 While India dominates the region in useful, the practical and the impracti. studded with inni erable examples bility. . sustained dialog~e on the Kashmir

terms of its siz~, resources and geo- cal, timely and untimely.He would in. of how the outsid, 'exploited the in- Admittedlyone major effort to pro- dispute involvingall.the part.~es;-,the
.gr~m~ RnmiQU) nlJ:~.;!.tJttO§llltere of qiJ~ fftYI.9YJd~mp.blttl!ijijfjie~)t~u~h~j}J t~1JlJJ~I:JliJl1jje"8J;!di lelj;yag~s.,t~,ttt~Ui, nJoJ;/';(~onalismri-l>~~I;;J;Ii!JJ;,jJ}tb.e h J!I,1~~~w. ~e Paki~a,nis an,d,14cr<Kash-
th\),regipnisiheavilYfirifl~oed.by'na- in,harmooy,'wit41th~Mlxisting'~c~' ownadvaatages;}{oweyer.they,play'.a fGrmation,of SAARCbut'the countrie~ mil;is, ,cancproduc&>aulQCCIiptable
tiIte'of Ihdo~l'akre!.atioruh$ihceJ947 bent conditl:orts':l.nd;avoidunneces- little part.in crea~g'the exploitable' of the teiion)ar~ not satisft.edwith its ~ol\!.t~~~.,Asfar a~Jtw,);p).itfamilies
the area has not been able to emerge sary rigidity. Lack of regional prag. <;onditions. The outsiders can only performance. What one needs to re- are concerned special rules carl.be
as an attractive peaceful region of the matism has denied the area the come to the region if the insiders ei. alise is that SAARCcan only function made to facilitate their regular con.
.world.' desired peace and harmonyfor the ther invitethembecauseof their do. and pay the expected dividends once' tacts. The inadvertent drifting into

Whileboth India and Pakistan have last 55 years. While it is not difficult mestic compulsions and regional pur. the regional countries opt for what other's territorial waters by local fish.
expressedin no uncertaintermstheir to enlista largenumberof factors that suits or create exploitable situations. has been referred as regional pragma- ermen needs to be viewed sympathet-
desire to live in peace, the historical are effectively impeding and slowing tism. The regional countries in differ- ically and efforts could be made to
baggage and policy pursuits

.

during down the advent of regional pe
.

ace The third factor that has slowed ent fields for their collective benefits lessen the miseries the poor fisher-
the last 55 years did not facilitate and harmony, highlighting these fac. down the development of re. can undertake manypursuits but what men are subjected to.
peace and stability ~fthe region. Lack{ tors is unlikely to provide the neces. gional pragmatism is the pecu. is essential is to remove those irri- It needs to be stressed in the end
of peace and stability took a very sary boost to accelerate the peace liar nature of South Asia. South Asia tants and disputes, whichare continu. that the peace overtures made by the

\1
heavytollin termsof humande~lop. process.Amongthe factorsthat tend is not only Indo-centricbut also an ouslyarrestingthepeaceprocess.Let IndianPrimeMinister~nApril18th

I ment. Not only one-fIfth of humanity to slowdownthe process are national asymmetric region. Amongthe seven me only discuss one such area where should be furthered. Havrngwasted so
lives in the region but also a vast ma. . interest, outsiders' involvement and states of the region, India is the immediate attention could be given in many initiatives and opportunities in
jority of peoplelivein extremelyap. the peculiarconditionof the region, largestin termsofpopulationandre- order to alleviatethe situation pre. the past,earnesteffortsshouldbeac-
palling conditions. Despite being fully etc! sources. Besides, the tyranny of geog- vailing in South Asia. This deals with celerated to make this one a success.
cognizantof massivepoverty,over. A list of such impedimentscan raphyismanifestedin sucha waythat the removalof humansufferingsand Thenext fivemonths are crucial to
population, diseases and less than sat. only tend to generate the impression while almost all the regional states niiseries within the context of Indo- make substantive progress. A major
isfactory health infrastructure, the that awarenessabouttheobstructions havecomm".lborderswithIndia,they Pakrelations. blowto theexistingedificeof distrust
countriesof the regioncontinuously exists.Theessentialquestionhere is do not enjoy physical proximity Indeedthe majorsourceof human couldbe andshouldbe struckduring
demonstratedlackofpragmatismand howto moveforwardwithoutallow. among themselves. This implies miseriesinSouthAsiais theexistence these months.Mter the passage of
continuedwiththeir policypursuits ingthesefactorsto takeunacceptable that the policies of Indiawouldin- ofwidespreadpoverty.Povertyallevi- this crucialperiod,the electioneering
which were governed more by their toll. . evitably affect all other neighbours. ation can best be achievedthrough re- favour is likely to grip most. Indian
national interests rather than regional National interest is undoubtedly India seemed to have opted for ag- gional approach. Alreadynot only the leaders and it may become little diffi-
considerations. the cardinal principle of international gressive policy pursuits than promot- . awareness in this regard exist but cult for them to undertake bol?

Undoubtedlytherearemanyin the relations.Eachcountrytendsto pro- ing the Gandhianprinciplesof paci- some tangible work has also been moves.Indeedthe I~do-Pakno~~~-
region that recognise the regional mote, enhance and secure its national fism.This has further complicatedthe done. The need of the time is to ac- s.ation process re,qUiresbold mltla-
problems and would periodicallyeven interests the way it deems best in the situation. celerate our collectiveefforts in order tIves ~d pragmatIc approaches from
urge the cduntries to undertake con- context of regional and global envi- Each of the above mentioned fac- to make regional approach towards both sIdes.t
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