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all times,theMau1anadecidedtohigh~ The Maulanadid not once ignore the ta1ksand Mr.Vajpayee'sparticipation ~
m laz am light the distance his mainstream De. fact that the settlement has to take in the 12th SAARCSummit,Maulana; 'obandi party has been maintaining place between the two governments got a positiveresponsefromthe Indian,

N
o private peace mission has from the militants engagedin jihad in and, on Kashmir, by addressing the PrimeMinister.
ever created such a marvel. Kashmirwhileemphasisingthe imper- aspirations of the Kashmiri people, If the statement of PrimeMiriister

" lousimpactas has Maulana ativeof a peacefulsettlementO
,

f the while emphatically conveying the Jamali is an indicator, after Maulana
F3zalurRehman's good will dispute. Three, building support for message that his party willnot be the Fazlur Rehman took him into confi.

visitto India,besideUSU3lcontroversy the revivalof a compositeand sustain- spoiler if the two establishmentstook denceabouthisvisitand subsequentJ.
i mostlygeneratedby a sectionofthe abledialoguebetweenIndiaandPak. theroadforpeacefulresolutionofthe afterMrJamalibriefedthePreside
j press that thriveson distortionand an- istan on all issues without de-empha- disputes. on illema's visit, the first officialr1
I imosity. Quite remarkable is the confi- sising the need to address the conflict Logically,the Maulana's resolve not spOnge that "the Maulana's~

n .
dence that the Maulanawasable to overKashmir.

,

'. to letthespoilershavea fielddayhave willhelpimproverelationswi , New
create and win,despiterepresentinga Accompanying Maulana to some upset the hawkish elements on both Delhi"is encouraging.The , in the
hawkish religious right. Most impor- meetings as a journalist, listening to sidesanq a sectionof Indianpress pro- wordsofMr.Vajpayee"Agm' 'n bat
tantly, 'The Message' he has brought the speeches he made and the inter- vided the ammunition, by distorting bante bante bigar gai" nowbe
from Prime MinisterAtal Behari Vaj- views he gave, in my assessment the statementson LoCor amityin the sub- resumed if President harraf con-
payee,in factfor the manwhomatters, Jamiat-ul-illema-i-Islam(JUI-F)chief continent, to their Pakistanicounter- siders the message' its full implica-
President PervezMusharraf,if appro- couldnot be derailed from the line he parts whoran madbypickingup those tions without mi onstruiz!git as his
priately responded to, can break the had set for himselfby a very provoca. misquotes e immediatelydenied in weakness~

"

impasse over Kashmirand, hopefully, tive and an ill-informedsectionsof the In' . ce the 'illema diplomacy'has Butthe p. oblemthat remainsto be
I pave the way for an overall thaw,be- Indianmedia,exceptat two occasions. ed a C

,

oup against the hardliners sorted out' that howto proceedand
tween India and Pakistan. How best Evenon these two occasions" and the rogue elements who do not through' t channels. The officials'
can Pakistan's interests be served and and Indo-Asian News Se' ,these want to see the space for negotiated level ~ must resume, but they will
howshouldthe COAS-Presidentre- weretheinterviewers forcedtheir settlementexpand,they have gone move~snail paceandwillnotmake..

j spond? words into his m about the "per- berserk againsJ;the Maulanawho has an~eakthrough over major con- "

{

. Maulana was keen to undertake manence of
"

as a solution" and stood by his
,

commitment for peace tenp?~
,

'ous issues. On

,

making some sub- \
his peace mission soon after getting" rata". Even in his inter- with India on ,his journey back home, stantial progress over the Kashmir <lis-
elected, but he got bogged down_with vi Aaj Tak what Mau1anahad even after the'militants showed their pute, General Musharraf is so keen ...

t domestic politics and rescheduled it knowinglysaid on the LoCcarriedtwo armed dismay and he faced a hostile about, and findinga historicalbreak.after he did not get the timely clear- critical riders: Acceptanceby the gov- questioning,by a section of the press. through,PrimeMinisterVajpayeeis so
j ance for Jamiat-ul.illemai Hind's del- ernment of Pakistan and the Kash- Bynot retractingfrom the positionhe eager, both the leaders should have

egation's visit to Pakistan.It waswith miris, who reject it as a solution. He took in NewDelhi,the Maulanahas es- specialemissarieswhooughtto inten-
the mutual arrangement between the never entertained the notions of "Ak- tablished the credibility of his stand sivelyengageto iron out the irritants
two fraternal parties that the Maulana haOOBharata". What he had actually and statesman like stature across the and findsolutionsto the intractableis-
decided to undertake the viSitwith his emphasised was joining of hands at subcontinent. ' sues, side by side the compositeoffi-
.pW1\.a.genda..to;hr~.ice..betweenf;".soutltAsian.(SAARC}level.toiacethe'- ' .'cia! dialogue.Thero~!,~~
'the"~wo'~urltrittS".rMliillarta"1Ji14zlur challenges posed by a a:ttf1tmlliFWOrld;'~ ~"m~WI>J6lMtY~1f6wev@r; ernW~"3fter Gfufefut..r
Rerunan had, of course, the tacit Not lettirig 'the only super-power '" e 1R~LrA@PJ~~ougJt,~Mr. YNpa,yeenWninal -

~backing-.of~his<"MutahidaMajlis-i- Ewithoutconfronting-jt.,OMftakinga'--. . r-FcWurRehman'sremark~", ~missariesr;Most:difficukljS\th~e
Amal's partners, including a more common front against it) exploit the able addressat the ObserverResearch factor sinceMr.Vajpayeeis leftwithlit-
hawkishJamaat-i-Islami.Awareof his cleavagesbetweenIndiaand Pakistan, Fbundation(ORF)anda luncheonwith tie time, if he doesn't win the 2004
national and religious limitationsand the Maulana's thesis for a greater Mr R K Mishra,when ~e Minister elections. The best time to nominate
sensitive to the delicate nature of his SouthAsiancooperationwon himlau- Vajpayeeinvitedthe JUIdelegation.As the emissaries Willbe October this
mission, the Maulana carefully pre- rels across allpoliticaldividesin India both leaders were ableto build a good year, after the electionsin four states
pared his mission statement before who agree to keep the US at a dis- personal chemistry,they did not find of India.
embarkingon this crucialvisit that he tance. much problem in skippingthe official This is the time that the COAS-
discussed,.among others, with this His overallperformance and most positions. The thoughts Mr.Vajpayee President respondsand establishper-
scribe as well. utterances were on the dotted line sharedwiththe MaulanaoverKashmir sonal channel of communicationwith

The missionstatement that he ar- that overturned the dice set against are, being considered by close quar- the IndianPrime Minister.Otherwise,
ticulated was as follows:One, his is a him by a press that first received and ters, markedlydifferent from what is if more time is wasted, General

'" peace missionthat willrevolvearound painted him as the godfather of all incompatibly insisted by the adver- Musharraf may not fmd a statesman
, creatinggoodwilland hewillavoiden. militants, includingquite erroneously saries at the officiallevel or closer to likeinterlocutorafter eightmonths.If

tering intopolemics/controversiesover his alleged patronage of Harkat-ul- what General Musharraf says to rule 'both the leaders found the emissaries
different issues without, however, Ansar/Mujahideen or Jaish-i-Mo- out the options not acceptableto both of MaulanaFazlurRehman'sstature,
questioningthe officialstandpoints or hammed that he had never provided sides.Indeed,the Maulanaconfidedto onewonderswhyboth sidescouldnot
discussingdomesticissues,such as on at any point of time. He remained this scribe without divulging the de- resolve even the most intractable is-
the LFO.'fwo,as opposed to the pop- consistent' in building bridges for tails,PrimeMinisterVajpayeehas sent sues andto the satisfactionof allsides.
ular misconceptionthat the illema al- peaceful settlement of disputes with- "TheMessage"for President Mushar-
waysfavourjihad everywhereand hate out dilutingthe nature of conflictand raf that, in his view,can set the ball The writer is a staff member,

thepeacefulsettlemento~~~-~-- ~~~te~~e tw~~~rie:" r:~:,,~t~~o~~e r7sum~~~~,,~,.imtiazalampak~o:~m t. .
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