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Fissures ~q,.Indi~n s~f;:!ety ,
~

' ndian obsession to see (i) L, .f.~ ~Mumtaz Muzaffar tk r~01\ the conditIOnof Balochl ~eople,I '...,~ , , who are not under scoUlgc 01
~,.'.' Pakistan as a sta~etorn by cent Brahui are Muslims ,and From 197,3to 1977,~heffilh- slavery like Kashmiri people,

,. Internal conflicts an~ Islam works as supremebmd- tar;, acted m Balochlstan to It is unequivocal fact that
r,eglOnalInsurgencies some ing force and can neutralise any constr~ct roa~s and ~stabhsh there is not a single secession-
times becomes so pronounced ethnic and lingual force of educatIOnal InstitutIOns and ist in movement in Pakistan,
and grotesque t,hat even a polarisation, "pave the, way for ,progress a~d which may jeopardise the soli-
laype,rson can diagnose the On the other hand m India prosperIty of this b~c,kwald darity ,of Pakistan in present
ex?rblt~nt path~logy of, South there are many languages, proVInce, After fulfIlh?g Its circumstances, jiye SlIldh,
Asian giant. Indianmedia peo- which have no affinity with a~signed task. the army Imm~- independent Balochistan and
pl~ are adept at m,akmgmoun- Indo-European languages and dlately left the area and ther~ IS Pakhtunistan have become
bin o~t of molehill and ~spe- they are acting as the sole not a sIngle. army soldier defuncientities when people
clally m the case ,of Pakistan plank for regional autonomy. In d~,ployed inmternal Balo,c-' have enlightened their con-
they fabrIcate a full-fl~d~ed northeast India, two languages histan presently due to securIty sciousness with education and
stOryon the b~sls o~subjective Naga and Bodo are Sino- re~son.s.afterall!l°st 25 years of exposure. It is vindicated in
whl,ms ~nd flimsy mf~rences. Tibetan in origin and working this milItary action. . general election of Pakistan
which IS not even distantly as main secessionist force Conversely", eight ,Iakh held ,in 2002 in which so-
related to groun? reah ~y. against Indian imperialism. In Indian soldie~s 3!e deployed in called nationalist elements are
Recently, Indian journalist southern India, Telugu, Held Kashmir SI~C~1988 and rejected by Pakistani masses in
Mohan ~urusw~my ~e,mo~- Kannada, Tamil and Mala- they are coJ?mltt!ng. ever.y the, NWFP. Sindh and
strated this Jau~dlcedVISIOnm, yalam are four very important imaginable CrImew!th ,Impum- Balochistan.
an art~c1e", Th~ tale of Dravidian languages; sp,eakers ty: Almost 80;000 mdlgenous, In South Asia epicentc,rs 01
~aloc~lStan , which IS pub- of these languages defied all KashmlTls have been slaugh- polarisation and centrIfugal
hshed m Asia Age on 12 May efforts of the central govern- tered b~ the BS~ on th~ pre~ext forces definitely exit as
2003. ment of India to Sanskritise and of curbIng foreign mfllt~at,lOn, Khushwani Singh indicates

The script is blend of black Brahminise their languages and women are raped and relIgIOus them in his remarkable book
propaganda, figment a.nd due to lingual disparity the places are desecrated an~ bu~t "End of India" but' probably
brazen confession that I~dlan states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, an~ this gory. dram~ IS still Mohan Gurusway cannot scan
governm.ent w.as actlv~ly Karnatika and Andhrapr~de~h beIng I?lay~d m Indian Held this apocalyptic book, It is;
involved In ~bettmgarId tram- are formi":g rapid f~ult lme m Kashl!llf with the connIvance appropriate to quote, a' pa!~a-'
~ngsecesslOnIstelements~ork- the federation of India. of IndlarIgovernment. ,graph of another semllial Ilc~
mg for Independent SI~dh, Guruswamy constructed the GuTUswamy,who ve~e~ent- tional work" Passage to India
Balochistan and Pakhtullls.tan premise of independent Baloc- ly ~eno,uncesthe'terro!lst mfil- composed by E.M. Foster 75
when IndiraGandhiwas PrIme histan on the flimsy plea of trat "InI,n Held,Kashmlr: I?roud- years ago.
Minister of India, GuTUswamy projecting the resistance shown ly admits tha.t Ba~ochl msur- "The fissure in the Indian:
projected the dynamicsof cen- by Khan of Kalat, Mir Ahmad gents were tramed,m the desert soil are infinite; Hinduislll. S(I,

trifugal forces in case of Yar Khan, to merge his state to 'of Rajaslha~ and, India .provld- solid from a distance, is ri"en "-
Balochistan, which are verily Pakistan. It is fact that KharI,of ed them with fInancial and into sects and clans. which .t--,
functional in southern and Kalat prevaricated on annexing diplomatic .assistance when radiate and join. and change
northeast Indian states. It is his state with Pakistan but Indra Gandhi was m power till their names according to the
reality that Brahuis are most when he joined the federation 197.1.This ~as conti~uation of aspect fro'm which they are
ancient people of Balochistan of Islamic Republic of Pakistan Indian co~rclve doctn~e, which approac~ed.", , '
and their language is a he remained loyal to integrated wasysed In 1971 to dismember The fissures In Indian sOC!-
Dravidian language which is Pakistan till his de~th. He was Pakls~an. ., ety,Ill~ghtbe consl~ercd unreal-
not related to Indo-European Governor Baloc1llstan when It IS most apprQpnate time IStl~ IDthe era of Fostel but
lingual family but due to lin- late Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto abol- for .GuTUswa~.y to. expose then existence has become ~~
gual diversity they are not in ished feudal ,.n and fiefdom Indian ,atrocIt~es ID. Held stark re~lIty III India undel the
confrontation with ,other from the province of Balo- K~shmn to satisfy hl~ con- sway of proponents 01 HlnJ-,
Balochi tribes because 99 per chistan. science Instead of brooding on utva.



Peace. initiati ye
d CBMs

y Mahdi Masud p..Ac- -I'; .M .
IT is noteworthy that

the plethora of comments
in Pakistan on Indian

Prime Minister Vaj-
payee's change of direc-
tion, as reflected in Ws
Srinagar speech of April
18 and in some of Ws sub-

sequent utterances, have
all focused on perceived
Indian interest in having
peace and normalization
talks with Pakistan and

on the possibility of US
pressure as an underlying
factor.

What has not received much
public attention in Pakistan but
has been reflected in the Indian
media is a sense in that country
of Pakistan's vulnerability in the
wake of the invasion and occupa-
tion of Iraq, the enhanced US
and western intolerance of
Islamic militancy in any form
and the public threats of pre-
emptive strikes by the Indian for-
eign minister a few days prior to
Vajpayee's speech of April 18.

India may have concluded that
the general helplessness of the
regimes in the Islamic world in
the face of the US offensive
against Islamic targets world-
wide may have also affected the
strength of Pakistan's commit-
~t to th~.Kashmir liberation
sn\uggle:~owever, the thaw in
h!¥Pakistan relations is wel-

;J9ine irrespective of the mix of
-factors accounting for it. In the
words of a UN Human Deve-
lopment Report, South Asia has
emerged as "the poorest, the
most malnourished, most illiter-
ate, least gender sensitive, in
short the most deprived region in
the world".

Endowed with abundant
human and natural resources,
the region continues to suffer
from self-inflicted wounds.

towards the resolution of the
Kashmir issue, confidence build-
ing measures in economic, cultur-
al and other fields, would achieve
only marginal results, their effi-
cacy blocked by the intermittent
repercussions of the core conflict.
For the CBMs to get off the
ground, a' significant improve-
ment in the ground situation in
Kashmir would be required. If
positive steps in other fields are
neutralized by daily killings of
dozens of freedom fighters in
Kashmir, the desired improve-
ment in the atmospherics would
not be possible.

The CBMs in the human, cul-
tural, trade, travel and other
fields, some of which have recent-
ly been taken by the two coun-
tries, cannot be an end in them-
selves but can certainly help cre-
ate a climate of trust and under-
standing, once the core issue is
also taken in hand. It is incon-
ceivable that a confidence-build-
ing scenario that leaves the heart
of the problem out can prove
durably useful and effective.

Pakistan faces a difficult
dilemma in reconciling its need
for peace, stability!.and economic
development with its \ commit-
ment to the rights Q! the
Kashmiris. The predic,ament
would be eased, if not resolved,
provided the present peace
efforts on both sides lead on to
meaningful negotiations on all
issues of difference, including
Kashmir.

In the event of the proposed
peace talks failing to materialize
or failing to yield the desired
results, Pakistan should continue
its diplomatic and politic3l sup-
port for the Kashmir cause with-
out contributing to any military
escalation with India and with-
out abandoning the desired drive
for economic and social develop-
ment.

In a nutshell-what,is proposed
is priority for peace ana1!tOn0Qk
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action. peace, sallY an
It is no use blaming the people '

. for the continuing pr
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be~een the~o princip~South ment with its com-
AsIan countrIes. If only the lead- ,

~ ershipinthetwocountrieswouldmltment to the
Jlearn not merely to reflect pre. ,

, vailing trends but also to lead nghts of the Kash-
publi~ opinion into more con- miris ThePredica:"
structIve channels, the ground '

would~a.du~y be preparedfor ment would bea reconciliatIon. . -" .
!:;:;~the-conse):\Sus.,of. opinion. inr~ased...proW.aoo.'!the d
Pakistan supports the concept of ,. '0-
a composite negotiating mecha- peace efforts lead
nisIn, as envisaged in the Lahore t
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agreements,on the understand- 0 meanIng u
ing that progress in trade, cultur-.. negotiations,
al exchanges, travel or other
fields would clearly be linked
with progress on the issue of
Kashmir. The idea floated in
India ~at Kashmir may be put
on .hold pending improvement in
the annosphere through coopera-
tion in other fields is a non-

I
starter.

Without - ge!ltrin~.. progress
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for econoInic and social develop-
ment.

II:la-nutshell-wh9tis proposed
is priority {orpeace artd't!cimow.. s~


