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Our forgotten comm~t~~9.t\
By HanndaKhuhro p~. S)w-JV' ,b'OS

EVERY time some' Pakistan became a reality. The worst sufferers 'Z-were the
leader of India or Pakis- hundreds of thousands of Muslims of India. Until 1965it

Muslims spread from north to appeared that indeedthelndian
tan m~es ? .comment. on south India, who could never Muslims had a rosy viewof
the desIrability of ending hope to be accommodated in Pakistan and their loyalties
tensions and creating bet- Pakistan and who in any case were perhaps divided.
ter relations between tlie would be reluctant to abandon But in the wakeofthewarof
two countries there is an the. graves of their anc~stors or 1~65 they made.the finalcorn.

. ' theIr undoubtedly glonous her- rmtment to India and cut off
overwhelmIng response' itage, supported its creation their sentimental attachmentto

. from the people on both wholeheartedly. Pakistan. But this does not

sides, welcoming, the So there ~ontin~es to be a absolve Pakistan of its funda.
move- and then waiting shadow,< a slight mggle at the ment:u duty - t~ safeguardthe. . back of oUr mInds abOut our Muslim commumty of the sub-
eagerly. and amaously for dealings with Indii'rhere is this continent agains~ the tyrannyof
something to happen. large population of Muslims, the majority. Nor indeed was

A Pakistanip~blic, grown cyn- almost greater than the num- the Hindu extremist perception
ical over half a century of gov- bers in Pakistan that is deeply of Indian Muslims changed.The
ernments - the last thing on affected by the state of our rela- destruction of the Babri mosque,
whose minds has been the wel- tions with India. We know that the Bombay killings and the
fare of the people - is still capa- we cannot in all conscience Gujarat communal riots have
ble of holding its breath when- afford to be enemies with India. occurred in recent years. life
ever there is aoprospect of nor- That was not the intentions of continues to be uncertain forthe
malization of Indo-Pak relations. our founding fathers. ,Muslims of India. There is no

The obvious conclusion is that The Quaid-i-Azam and his sis- dearth of right-wing politicians
there is an indissoluble bond ter Miss Fatima Jinnah told to call their loyalty into question
between the peoples of the two friends that they would continue and to blame them for the illsof
countries. Despite the continued to visit the Quaid's favourite the country.
efforts of the policy-makers of house in Bombay as well as visit Fiftysix years after partitionit
the two countries to create du- other places after independence is high time that Pakistan real.
ferent identities, for instance, by in what was to become Bharat. ized its actual role in the sub.
separating the languages (by The attitude of the leadership of continent. The creation of

. Si!nscriti~ and All India Muslim League was Pakistan came with certain corn.

.~ {ers~tion of what used to that there would be easy com- mitments. We failed badly in1 e known as Urdu or munication even after separa- one of these - of justice and
0 Hindustani), and by erecting an tion, that'people would be fre~play<f6r all the ,people and
~ infonnation barrier for the provinces of the

between the two peoples, Th Q
O

d
° A d h o federation and the result

the memories of a com- e UaI -1- zam an IS was the bloody dismem.

mon culture and a com- sister Miss Fatima Jinnah bennent of Pakistan in
mon past have not been 1971.

erased altogether. told friends that they would' So far we 4ave also had
Over half a century of ° . . ., veryconvenientamnesia

hostilities, four wars, continue to VISItthe Quald S about our commitment to
'I countless people dead, . h °

b the Muslim community of
economic disaster and ter- favounte ouse In Born ay India and. pursued our

; rible impoverishment of as well as visit other places petty agenda to.the detri- -
1 the people - these are ment of our naponal well-
, the result~.of the very after independence in what being. We talk ad nau~e-
1 flawed poliCIes that have am about the Muslim
. governed the relations was to become Bharat. The Ummah.Butwhereisthis

between India and '. . . Muslim Ummah?Is it just
Pakistan. Every man, attItude of the leadership of in the Arab countries that
woman "and child now All I d

o

M 1
.

L call themselves Arab but
understands that emnity n la US Im eague hardly describe them-

with India has cost us the was that there would be easy
selves as 'Muslim

.freedoms, the democracy, Ummah'? What about the
the prosperity and the liv- communication even after Ummah back here in our
ing standards we had. historic homeland - the

every right to expect from SeparatIOn,that people would community which is the
gaining independence. b f d d integra} part of our histo-

Fed up with the hostili- e ree to come an go an ry, the integral part of our

ties, the Pakistani public that the formalities of separa- . freedom struggle? No ?ne ""wants an end to these. It talks about that. The time

wants. peace and und~r- tion would not apply. has co~e to live up to the
standing, nonnal of.ir~ con1rmtments of ourrelations, to beaD e 0 founding fathers. They
come and go freely, to visit to come and go and that the for- may not have realize<! what wa~ .
shrines and relatives, exchange malities of senaTatinn nn1..1--. ,- -~-~ - -< . .



betWeen the two peopleS:-
the memories of a com-
mon culture and a com-
mon past have not been
erased altogether.

Over half a century of
hostilities, four wars,
countless people dead,
economic disaster and ter-

" rible impoverishment of
1 the people - these are
: the results of the very
1 flawed policies that have

, governed the relations
between India and
Pakistan. Every man,
woman 'and child now
understands that enmity
with India has cost us the
freedoms, the democracy,
the prosperity and the liv-
ing standards we had
every right to expect from
gaining independence.

Fed up with the hostili-
ties, the Pakistani public
wants an end to these. It
wants peace and under-

standing, normal .&;~r¥orelations, to be abe 0
come and go freely, to visit
shrines and relatives, exchange
ideas and to share knowledge. It
wants to seewhat India has done
for agriculture and for the ,envi-
ronment; to debate on issues
common to our two countries, to
read newspapers and books
from the other countrY, seefilms

.. aI!d. 'JI'it~ i.i1!r and J1nJ;>.iased IPs-
Ih"tory "bo'hks for the children 6f

the subcontinent.
They long to do all this and

more. But thereis another factor
as well which makes normaliza-
tion, friendship and understand-
ing even more imperative than
all the reasonsgiven above. This
is the existence of a large minor-
ity of Muslims in India. This is
the real loose link, the casualty
of partition.

In all our arguments for peace
and for all our justifications for
going to war, these are the peo-
ple who are most affected and
most forgotten. We talk of
Kashmir endlessly, of mountain
peaks that must be secured, of
military might that we must
ensure in order to be secure but
we forget the 'core' of our free-
dom struggle, the reason
Pakistan became first a possibil-
ity, then a fact. The reason was
the unified demand for the cre-
ation of Pakistan made by all
the Muslims of India. This was
the demand of the Muslims of
Madras and Hyderabad as much
as that of Dhaka and Lahore.

We proudly write in our histo-
rY books that the demand for
Pakistan was the demand of the
Muslims of India as a whole. Of
these the most vocal were the
Muslims of the niliiOnty Muslim
provinces. At a Muslim League
conference in Allahabad, my
father (the late Mohammad
Ayub Khuhro) asked a vocifer-

. ous supporter of Pakistan
£.'

1

whether he knew that Pakistan
) ~~ would not include the part of the

subcontinent he came from and
of what use would Pakistan be
for him. He replied that he did
not care as long as Pakistan
became a reality.

Perhaps this was emotional.
ism just like that of the Khilafat
movement but the fact is that
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t th 1 'petty agenda to the detri. .
as we as VISI 0 er ,p aces ment of our naponal well-

after independence in what being. We talk ad nause-am about the Muslim
was to become Bharat. The Ummah.Butwhereisthis

'" " , Muslim Ummah? Is it just
attItude of the leadershIp of in the Arab countries that

All I d
"

M I
"

L call themselves Arab but
n la us Im ' eague hardly describe them-

was that there would be easy selves as 'Muslim
Ummah'? What about the

communication even after Ummah back here in our
" historic homeland - the

SeparatIOn,that people would community which is the

b fr d d integral part of our histo-
e ee to come an go an ry, the integral part of our

that the formalities of separa- ' freedom struggle? No ?netalks about that. The time

tion would not apply" has co~e to live up to thecon1Il11tments of our
founding fathers. They

to come and go and that the for- may not have realized what was
malities of separation would not in store for Pakistan but endur-
apply. They thought that the sit- ing good' relations with India
uation would be somewhat like were a necessary part of their 1

the' one envisaged by the programme because only that
Cabinet Mission Plan between would ensure the security of the
the different 'groupings' of huge Muslim community in the
provinces or somewhat closer rest of the subcontinent. It is not
than the European Union today. fair to just concentrate on

Thi~ ~~gue an,~up«!ef~e.<L ~shm..kz...~c:h~ all is
di visioft <iHr<-n'5tma tenAlize: ma joritY1.r1iS1ffifstatean'~e
Instead there was the 'truncat- last resort able to look after its
ed' Pakistan which me~sed up 'own interests.
the vision of Pakistan as a multi- We have to think about those

(religious and multi-ethnic state who cannot ensure their own
with a Muslim majority - a sort security and if that involves get-
of mirror opposite of India. and ting off our high horse, so be it.
in its place there was more or It is an accident of history and '

less a single-religion state which the ulterior motives O

,

f the impe-

I

t,

could not be a guarantor of the rialists and our own lack of fore-
security of Indian Muslims. thought and wisdom that we

Unfortunately, the leadership stand where we do tQday - iso-
of Pakistan did not take stock of lated and bewildered, unable to
the situation and work out some fulfil our commitments. We

I

via media with India which must get out of this bind. There
would allow peaceful coexis- is nothing eternal or essential
tence and realization of their about being inimical to India.
vision of an independent sub- We are the same people and we
continent. Instead, the exact share the same ancestors and
opposite happened and a situa- the same culture. We have a
tion of distrust and hostility thousand years of amicable
developed, thanks to unwise coexistence.
decisions on both sides. India Let us make fresh beginnings;
was ungenerous and Pakistari which will also ensure that our
cantankerous. The distrust led co-religionists elsewhere in the r
to . the first hostilities over subcontinent can sleep easy at
Kashmir and the rest is history. night. ,~

Gandhi was assassinated by It will do us good to remember

1

,

Hindu extremists because he that for the major part of his
was perceived to be 'soft' on life, the Quaid fought for a uni. ,
Pakistan. Pakistan chose to fight fied India in which Muslims

\
'

over territory rather than think would have constitutional guar-

of~elargeriQterestsoftJ1~peo- ~t~es~ that ~E7X J¥:~~$.I:1-Rtb:, \~
pIe It was meant to 'se_cure'. So. Victims of tlie tyranny of the I 'Ii
where did this leave the majoritY. "'These guarantees 1
Muslims of India? The Muslims were not forthcoming, so very

who had always had the moral reluctantly he opted {or a sepa" ~

support of the Muslims of the rate state which would provide -
majority provinces were now that security. LetlUe quote th'i:! ~
scattered and a vulnerable great Quaid.i.Azlm speaking
minority all over India. They from his heaI1:
bore'the blame for the division "We are all sons of this land.
of India and for continuing dis- We have to live together. 'We
loyalty. have to'work together and;fvhat,

The most articulate and edu- ever our differences may'be,let
cared section of this community us' at any rate not creat~ more
migrated to Pakistan leaving the bad blood... Believe mefhere is
rest, poor and leaderless, t<J no progress of India .until' the
struggle out of a very difficult Musalmans and Hindus are unit.
situation unaided. Every time ed, and let no logic, philosophy
Pakistan made a hostile gesture or squabble stand in the way of
or went to war with India the coming to a compromis.e"."


