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shown. What it really means is
that the natural reaction of the
Indian people towards the peo-
ple of Pakistan is that of close-
ness. They are sick and tired of
the distance which has been
growing for the last 55 years.
People's attitude in Pakistan,
which I visited three months ago,
is no different.

. Wheniust a speech by
Vajpayee and a telephone can
from Pakistan Prime Minister
Jamali can change the entire cli-
mate, it is obvious that the hostil-
ity is a forcibly contrived thing.
People on both sides want to be
friends. Their desire for proximi-
ty will force their governments to
sit across the table soon.

Unfortunately, the BJP's
spokesman has thrown cold
water on all the optimism that
Vajpayee has generated. The
spokesman runs down those who
arranged the visit of parliamen-
tarians. He used the sneering
phrase "pseudo secularists"
about the organizers. It indicates
that the party is far from happy
over their visit.

In fact, a battle is raging with-
in the party on making up with
Pakistan. Both the "pseudo-secu-
larists" and the PM are on one
side furthering the cause of
building relations with Pakistan.
The criticism may well be the
party's polite tick-off which the
prime minister must have noted.

The BJP is the ruling party. It ..

should not. be seen. taking con-
flicting postures in public. It can-
not commend the PM's initiative
on the one hand and criticize
those who invited the parliamen-
tarians over on the other. The
effort is to strengthen the initia-
tive. If the BJP's criticism is seri-
ous, the talks are doomed. How
far is it willing to give up its anti-
Pakistan stance which the party
believes adds to its votes?
Hindutva as a poll plank may
sound the death-knell 9f rap-
prochement. Can the party
afford to give up its fundamen-

ONE top fudian foreign
ministry official asked me
the other day: "What has
people-to-people contact
achieved so far?" It is dif-

ficult to quantify its
achievement but it has

sustained hope that the
two countries will one day
normalize their relations

because people on both
sides want to live in peace.
This is despite the nega-
tive attitude of their gov-
ernments.

People-to-people contact
means contact between ordinary
men and women on both sides,
the freedom to come and go,

H- -without police surveillance and
without a visa - only an identity
card should be required for
entry.

Obviously, this will take time
because the mistrust has to go
first. But in the meanwhile, the
so-called"elite" groups have sur-
faced again. They are the same
old people, who, during their
tenure, as military or civil ser-
vants, did their worst to spoilany
attempt at conciliation. Blessed
by the foreign office, they went
over the same exercise for years.
They will repeat. the same obser-
vations when they meet again.
Even their faces have become a
cliche.

What I have in mind is a soft
border which Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee advocated
when he was foreign minister
(1977-79).Then Prime Minister
Morarji Desai shot down the pro-
posal on the plea that it wouldbe
an open invitation to spies to
come in hordes. He did not know
that spies do not use the check-
points to enter each other's terri-
tory. They have their own
"checkpoints."

True, borders cannot be soft
until cross-border terrorism
stops. Islamabad has to be con-
vinced about its futility. Certain
quartersthere believe a proxy
"W"ar 1S the on1y "W"ay to m.ake h1dia

bleed. The situation has to be
normal to have normal relations.
Guns, open or secret, do not
make for peace.

However, we should hasten
. the process to restore the status

quo, the state of relationship pre-
vailing before the .attack on the
Indian parliament.

After having done so, New
Delhi should take stock of cross-
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to India a bit too soon. The gov- t lng, eop e on

I ernmentdistance~itself fr~m both sides want to
them, not because It was unwill-

ing, but because it was unpre- be friends, Their
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from Vajpayee's initiative settle deslfefor proxlffil-down. '
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Indeed, a request was made to ty WI .1orce t elf
defer the visit by a few ~ays. But gOVernments to sitsome among the organIZers on

bo~ sides di~ not agree to it. across the table
TheIr contention was that they ,
wanted to utilize the presence <;If soon,
Indian parliamentarians in Delhi ...
before the adjournment of the 'fP-
two houses on May 9. The talist stand before ~eI1lons at'
Pakistani parliamentarians over in four stateS'this year anI
reached,on the 8th night. the general-"""elections in 2004

However, when the visit was That is-ttle question.

mooted three months ago, ~ Jialastan's problem is diffeI
purpose was to create.. me ent: How far is the fauj (armet
movetnentdnJ;bt;.othe . static forces),prepared to give up th,
situation. Indi~ pj]lf, lentari- territory it has occupied in th.
ans were to go fu'Paki tan first political field?
but ~d not-onate '. Real power lies with Gelle!1l

. ~ L e~..:.Z~~Emi.more tha1
~ over throu any check- four decades, the armed force
.Ifoint without permission and have been an arbiter in Pakistan
without a visa under the SAARC Are they willing to vacate tha
rules. ,None knew then that position? The military face:
Vajpayee would say at Srinagar another probleIn: if there is a set
that he wanted to have a dia- tlement there will be demand:
logue with Pakistan. His observa- for a drastic cut on defencE
tion provided the much-needed spending, Is the fauj prepare<
momentum. By the time the par- for it?
liamentarians arrived the PM Will the National Securi~
had initiated the thaw. The gen- Council which has the three serv,
eral impression is that the parIia- ice chiefs as its members be ade
mentarians came as a follow-up quate for the military to safe
to Vajpayee's initiative. This is guard its interests? It is difficull
not fiilctually correct. Theirs was to imagine it at this point of tim~
an iIidependent visit, planned Still this is the scenario which will
much earlier. Nonethcless,it has take shape one day. The armed
further helped soften the ~gid forces will have to go back to thE
position the two sides had taken. barracks. The pressure of public

The response to the parliamen- opinion will make it happen.
,tarians in Delhi, Mumbai and India, too, is under pressure.

olkata was electrifying. They There is increasing realization

fre hard-pressed for time to that the majority of its probleInS
,.mend the functions which pea- stem from its relations with

wanted to arrange in their Pakistan. The enthusiasm with
'ur. They theInselves were which the parliamentarians were

ed by the love and ~on receiv£.ll shows how anxious the
~-~.' ' re to bury the hatchet. In

ople in both countries
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