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Tackling ~h~~b~t"!
D etente bern;een India and Or M SJillani malcy in rehitionship between IndiaPakistan,after more than and Pakistan in the immediatefuture.

two yearSof milltary stand- The~it~isanex-C~iefof~echnicalCooperationFirst: The people are gettingexasper-
off, and what comes with DIVISionoftheUnitedNationsESCAP,anda atedbyreligiousextremismin allits

that,willbeperceivedvariouslybydif- formersecretarytotheFederalGovernmentforms.Thereis a growingrealisation'
ferentpeople.Politiciansfromboth jillani2@comsats.net.pk that extremismandterror associated
sidesare boundto take the new initia- , with it willnot be stemmedunless in-
tive with scepticism, due to past failureS"andthe-day-to-day stabilitycreatedby continuousstrife'betweenthe twocountriesis
changesin rhetoricto satisfythe localpopulace.Thetraders com- eliminated.Illegalactivityalongthe border is encourag~ bynon-
munitywouldnaturallyviewthe newdevelopmentin terms ofthe cooperation between the respective border guards, intelligence
advantages and the threats to local products. Smugglers- of activities,sabotage, and most of all,the provocationsby the two
which there is an abundance - have already started aqjustments establishments. People would like to see these factorS vanish. Sec-
in their merchandise and channels of communication. The cus- ond: Citizens of both the countries may not express it for altruis-
todians of foreign policy must be charting the future course keep- tic reasons, but families and friends of the soldiers fallen in hos-
ing in mind the reactions of the world at large, and especially the tilities cannot forget the .loss of their dear ones. Fears for
major powers. India and Pakistan are geographically SOclose to continued losses convince more people about the need for per-
each other and their history is so inter-twined that every section manent peace, and the safety of their soldiery. Third: There is an
of their population and every aspect 'of their life is affected by a increasing awareness of the expenditure on armed forces on red
change in the posture of the other country. This imp~ is inde- alert all the time. Neither India, nor Pakistan have any imminent
pendent of the ideological, religious and cultural differences be- danger from any quarters - except each other. If they settle their
tween the two. It is the natural outcome of the economic and so- differences, the size of the standing armed forces can be cur-
cial forces working at the level of the common people and the tailed; saving huge amounts of funds which can be diverted to de-
sense of security and peace that every man and woman, anywhere velopment activities: The tw~countries, also, will have to address
in the world would crave for, when threat comes from their im- the popular apprehension iliat the armed forces would resist ef.
mediate neighbour. forts for peacebecauseit would render them redundant. Only the

Genesis of the problems between India and Pakistan has been top brass of the armed forces can counter this thinking. But it is
analysed so extensively and so often that not much can be added. crucial to obliterate it for an unburdened dialogue.
The recent overtures for some peace between the two countries
will bear fruit only if the two sides are really sincere aboUt their FOurth: India and Pakistan have reached a stage in economic.
efforts for reconciliation on basic disputes. There have been so development where they would like to benefit from the
many major and minor armed conflicts between the two coun- proximity of each other for trade, exchange of experience,
tries during the last fifty-six years and the atmosphere is so dense research in science and technology and a host of other fields.
with mistrust that even small incidents - even verbal rhetoric Fruitful cooperation and gains from spatial proximity, however,
can spoil the environment for peace and take the dialogue be- are not possible to achieve without open and unrestricted com-
tween the two wary neighbours back to where it started. Unlike munication which is possible only through friendly agreements
most other situations of this type in various parts of the world, and understanding. Fifth: Human Resource Development is an
Indo-Pakistan animosity is scarred by four wars resulting in loss area in whichlhe two countries can accrue great.benefitby.spe-
of life from both sides, and dismemberment of one of the parties. cialising in ,their areas of strength. It will be swift, more suitable
The ever-smouldering hostilities in Kashmir always serve as a to students from the region - and by far, less costly. Presently,
grimreminderof the unstable and inflammablematerialpresent the exchange of teachers, students, research scholars from the
on the ground.Frequentexchangesoffirebetweenborder guards two countries is almost non-existentdue to restrictions and the
are a livingattestationof the magmaboilingunder the surface. treatment meted out by securityagencies of their own as wellas

Negotiatingpeace in such an ambiencecan be very testing. If the other country.Normal relationship should open this highly
the twoteamsmanageto keeptheir coolandpreventthe dialogue rewardingarea for mutual benefitof the two nations.
fromderailingthe ghostsof past encounterscan alwaysspoilthe Sixth:The wide-rangingglobalchanges in the political,eco-
tempo.Onecannothelphavingsomescepticismabouttheen- nomic,socialandstrategicfrontsafter9/11incidentsandmill-~
visaged round of detente, due to misgivings about the resolution tary activity in Afghanistan and Iraq have changed the role of
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of fundamentalslike the Kashmirissue, carnage of Muslimsin worldagreements and institutions.This is going to result in the
Gujarat and other parts of India, security concerns of the two need for new regionaland sub-regionaleconomic,technological
countries, guarantees against the use of nuclear weapons, non- and social cooperation, and in many cases, strategic pacts. India '

proliferation of WMDs, suppression of terrorist activity directed and Pakistan are a huge sub-region with varied resources' and ex-
against each other, cessation of hostile propaganda, etc, etc. Each perience, Whether extremist elements in their countries like it or
one of these issues has the potential of fomenting public senti- not, they will have to join han~ - may be along with some other
ments against reconciliation and granting concessions to'the countries of.the region - to counter the global economic and
other'nation. Public demonstrations on any issue Can spark off a' military onslaught of neo-imperialist powers poised to dominate
chain of events which can destroy the prospects of attaining a the world.
semblance of even-headedness in the sub-continent. It will require To conclude, the great opportunity to solve existing problems,
the creation of as many pro-reconciliation groups as possible, in besides reaping the rewards of cooperation, and strengthening
both the countries. Academic, professional, cultural, political, leg- ourselves agafust intrusion from outside must not be missed. To
islative gatherings of like-minejed people can evolve broad-based start with, the' two countries should stop hostile propaganda,
movements which will be the best guarantee for a sustained and avoid creating irritants and persuade respective public leaders,
rewarding process of creating genuine understanding between opinion makers, and the media to desist from indulging in arro-
the people and the governments of these long-feuding nations. gant rhetoric and raising tempers.

Despite the real and the hypothetical apprehensions, there' It goes without saying that the most important pre-requisite
seem to have emerged an appreciation of the circumstances pi-e- for the success of any negotiations between India and Pakistan is
vailing in the two countries - in fact the region and the world - that both governments'must have complete consensUS among
which point to the need to resolve irritants and develop a plan their departments,agenciesandmajorpoliticalparties.Inthe past)

. forrProsperiJ;yof the people,with a realistictime table. contradictorystatementsand the challengesthrownto nego~
~lliv2~~One-wQu!.RCoUntsixf~ w'hicfislloUlda,rd'lft~.ffo ,r. ,u;ams p~ their own compatri\?1i&£reated
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