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WITH Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee's
offer of a resumption of
talks with Islamabad and
Prime Minister Zafarullah
jamali's telephone call to
him inviting him to -visit
Pakistan, the tensions
between the two countries
are beginning to decrease.

It wouldbe a mistake,howev-
, er, to believe that the task of nor-

malization is going to be easy or
rapid. There is no indication yet
as to when, if at an. a visit to
Pakistan by the Indian prime
minister will take place. India's
official statement about the pos-
sibility of Mr Vajpayee's visit to
Pakistan, which, incidentally,
has been due since the Agra sum-
mit (July 2001) is remarkably
vague.

An Indian official spokesman
has merely said that the idea of
Prime Minister Vajpayee visiting
Pakistan had figured "in a gener-
al sort of way" during the tele-
phonic conversation between the
two Prime Ministers but "the
idea was not pursued by either
side." If the implication is that a
formal invitation has not been
extended, yet, this, has since
been delivered to the India's
charge d'affirs in Islamabad.

In any case, the Indian prime
minister's sudden decision to
want to reopen talks with
Pakistan, after a lapse of about
22 months since'the Agra sum-
mit, is regarded by many with
scepticism. They believe that the
offer of talks may well be ploy-
rather than a change in policy -
armed at appeasing the
Kashmiris who expect to be asso-
ciated with any India-Pakistan
talks on the future of their state.

Significantly, Mr Vajpayee
made his initial offer of talks to
Pakistan and the Kashmiri peo-
ple while addressing a public
rally in Srinagar on the 18th of
last month. However, he fol-

_lowed it up with a formal state-
ment in the Indian parliament in
which he proposed the lifting of
the ban on overflights and
restoration of full diplomatic
relations between the two coun-
tries.

In spite of the damper of an
end to "cross-border terrorism"
contained in Mr. Vajpayee's
statement in the parliament as a
condition in talks, there has been
much progress since Mr
Vajpayee's speech in Srinagar. A
former Indian foreign secretary
calls it a fast moving scenario.
Prime Minister Jamali has
respcmdedby"O~'.um:~
ditional dialogue with India and
proposing a series of confidence-
1 """-- ---".----

has been the deepening of preju-
dices arising out of religious and
cultural differences. The rise of
religious extremism on both
sides has put a premium on
fanaticism and political militan-
cy in the name of religion. The so-
call~djihadis, who,were involved
in the civil war in Afghanistan
and the unrest in places like
Chechnya later tuned their
attention to the disturbed territo-
ry of Indian occupied Kashmir.
Whatever the extent of their
involvement there, it has given a
twist to the Kashmiri peOple's
freedom struggle which in, fact
was never intended.

On the other hand, the
Hindutva elements in India have
been increasingly resorting to
violence against Muslims and
other religious minorities, rekin-
dling the fires of communal hate
and intolerance. Indeed, if the
Hindutva fanatics have their
way, they would see to it that
India does not enter into any
kind of dialogue or peace negoti-
ations with Pakistan. The mili-
tant leaders of Shiv Sena and
Rashtriyaswayam Sevak Sangh
have warned Mr Vajpayee not to
go ahead with his peace initia~
tive. However, so far both India
and Pakistan have remained'
firm on their resolve to resume
bilateral talks.

A tentative agenda for talks
seems to be taking shape. In sub-
stance, Mr Vajpayee has not
attached any pre-conditions to
his proposal for the resumption
of talks with Pakistan. Mr Jamali
has also made it dear that he will
not attach any conditions to his
offer of a dialogue with india. He
has indicated that Pakistan
would want to resume talks with
India at the point where they had
been "left off at Agra."

At his press conference on
Tuesday, Prime Minister Jamali
made it dear that although
Pakistan had by no means
changed its position on the UN

It has to be rea-
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