
The ~~~1.~~~~t ,rolling"rmany
It isnotoftenthatane~nt l~ just10 'ralul Bidwai alist"strategicframework,itwasfoolhardyof

minutesholdsthe potentialto undo at least " , " , 'India and Pakistan to pursue a policy based on
some of!he damage done'by nations to each Thewn!erIsoneofIndias~ostwidelypublished compellence - when they even lack anything
other OYer18 Iponths. Prime MiniSterMir col'!ffinlsts.Formerly.aSenior~ellow.oftheNehru like stable deterrence against each other.In re-

ZafarullahKhanJamaIi'~telephonecallto his In. Memo~lalM~seumandLibrary,heISa.wlnneroftheSean ality,the dangers of attempting compellenceby
diancounterpart on Mondayis ~worthy candi. MacBndePrizefor2090o!theIntematl°l,kilPeaceBureaurecklesslyescalating,amilitaryconfrontationare
dateforthat category.-It reciprocatesAtalBehari rafulbldwal1@oo.co.ln even greater because of the systeinic or strate-
Vajpayee's April 18 Qverture, and sets the ball for an have both recently pursued, especiall:ysince Septem- gic nature of their hostility, complicated by compet-

, India-Pakistan thaw rolling. It shows that the recent ber 11, 200 1 and the Parliament House attack three ing notions of nationhood, territorial disputes, and
mindleSskillings by militants in Jammu and Kashmir months later. domestic factors related to religion and communal
have not wrecked the optimism that Vajpayee's offer India sought to bend Pakistan to its will by mobil- conflict.

" of ta1ks has generated in both countries. ising 700;000 troops at the border and demanding it So the present turn towards abandoning coer.
It is imperative that both New Delhi and Islam- hand o~r 20 terrorists on the "wanted" list. Later, it cion-centred approaches and giving serious diplo-

il abad seize the moment. There are some positive in- modifi~d the demand by saying there must be a veri- macy a chance is a long-overdue correction. The
dications that they will. ~payee's offer of ta1ks has fiable, Permanent end to "cross-border" infiltration. gains from this change, however tentative, must not

1 generally been welcomed in India. Its only oppo- Pakistan, for its part, has also used coercion to be dissipated. This can only happen if some irre-
nents are the extreme hardliners on the Hindutva try to bring India to the negotiation table on Kash- versible or hard-to-reverse steps are taken. The most
Right like Ashok Singhal, for whom even the hawk- mir. It responded to the Indian build-up by deploy- important of these wouldn't be the restoration of air.
ish LK Advani has become a "traitor" (to the com- ing 300,000 soldiers at the border. Both ratcheted links, revival of sports contacts and cultural and peo-
munal cause). The' general consensus in India is,that up their war machines to dangerous levels and at ple-to-people exchanges, mentioned'between the
VaJpayee's well-timed offer to Pakistan signals the least twice came close to the brink of actual combat two Prime Ministers. These are worthy and impor-
welcome end of a long, sterile phase of official rigid" - with a disturbing, yet acknowledged, potential for tant, but may fall short of the critical minimum re-
ity and coercive diplomacy. nuclear escalation. Each fully used its leverage with quired by the very logic of a:return to non-coercive

By all indications, Pakistan's leaders too have the United States to pressure the other. diplomacy.
made a decision to respond "positively"to ~ayee's In the event, the coercive methods didn't work. What is necessary is the full restoration of the
offer. General Pervez Musharraf's comment that it is In some' ways, this was only to be expected. Com- communications links - road, rail and air, revival of
"a good offer", to be taken seriously, is a strong sign. pellence ~ considerably more difficult to achieve commercial relations and diplomatic relations that
Even ,more welcome is his reported remark to a than deterrence. Deterrence is about" preventing were severed or severely downgraded in December
group of P3kista:nieditors last week that if India-Pak- your adversary from doing what you don't want him 2001, Apart from being dysfunctional, theirdiscon.
istan ta1ks were to begin, the "victory would be nei- to do-by credibly ilireatening him with "unaccept- tinuation is causing enormous hardship to the two
,tiwdnk\0-DaI JPIiJTu\rM~8teJlJ~ee' s. It W9uld.bol1oable~~AiJompellence ~about 18~~rt<h'1rPF&,I~~thout. ml
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"']'he. lrUlia:w Express", 'lslamabad <has aJreactytpre..v ~D' <1!terrehce'can, theoretically,whH(~ve\ 'bee!<:s'mi.~ogil M£ffi~~H ' 'l8fft1It'fflf~1fi!s,
pared the blueprint of a framework for a dialogu

,

e tweentwo relativelyunequaladversariespro- includingKashmir,end of support to militancy,be-
process, includingconfidence-buildingmeasures.It TIdedthey can both inflict unconScionable sides economicrelations,SiachenIIltdother matters.
is therefore unlikelyto.be a mere coincidencethat, damageupon each other.It does not mattermuch if, The two missions must ,beupgraded and new High
just hours beforeJamali spoke to Vajpayee,mterior for example,one of the two has 3,000 nuclear mis- Comrtlissionersappointed.
MinisterFaisalSalehHayatsignalledPakistan'swill- siles,and the other "only"800. (Atsmallerforcelev- Thismaysoundmaximalist,but it is not. The,rup-
ingRess to address the most important of India's els too, some..kindof a ".deterrenceequation" can turingoflinkswasa reactionto the ParliamentHouse
concerns -the activitiesofjihadi outfits. exist.) Eventhe smaller~ruil can wipe out whole attack followedby the-consciousescalationof mili.

, Presidingover an inter-proyincia1'-law-and-ordercities. In practice, deterrence, as this column has tary rivalry.The de-escalationof that rivalrylast Qc-
conference, Hayat said the law of the land would be often argued, is fraught, unstable, degenerative, and tober and its end now entail restoration and more.

" enforced and that no one would be allowedto use prone to failure. , The real test of the bilateralism which India
Pakistan's soil for hostile activities against, another Compellence assumes a significant asymmetry or strongly advocates lies right here. If India and Pak-
country. He specifically referred to, the recrudes- disproportion between rivals. You can compel your istan do not resolutely pursue the path of reconcili-

., cence of banned militant groups under new names. adversary to do something only if you have"over- ation, and nonnal diplomacy, they are liable to invite
It is even more encouragingthat Jamali in his con-' whelmingsuperiorityover him. external intervention. The comingvisit by.Richard
versationwithVajpayeecondemnedterrorism,albeit In the India-Pakistancase, the qualityor degree Armitageandthe G-8summitinJune, amidsta hard-
in generaltem:tS.Thissuggests,to quote'TheIndinn of asymmetryimplicit in compellencesimply does ening of USposition under neo-conservativepres-
Express, that "the system"or Establishmentin Pak- not obtain. An overall conventional superiority of sure after the Iraqwar,willgenerate newchallenges
istan has decidedto pick up the threads of a bilat- 1:5-to-l or less, and a nuclear-leveldisproportionof, to bilateralism. '
eral dialogue. . say,3-to-l is not good enough for this. Nor is ad- New Delhi and Islamabad must show a new re-

From a long-term point of view, this could well vantage/strength in some forces or sectors, coupled solve to press ahead with ta1ks - before domestic
~

jbe the first conceptualbreak from the de facto pol- withweaknessin others. " compulsions and global uncertainties complicate
~ icy of compellence that New Delhiand Islamabarl Thus. even within the traditional (if flawed)"re- matters.
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Let us talk, ""
, ~ "

P' rinleMinisterMjrZafarullahthatbehoves " " ~ the'oc>p-capitalsandnotviaDubaithat costs
KhanJamali'stelepnop.ecall countries 'MirJamilurRahman.. timisticbut muchmoreip.money,andtime,This.is'
to In

,dian~r~mier Vajpayee possessing Thewriterisafreelancecolumnist ip 0 g ical one.maj.orreasonth
,,

' at~ prevented
was a posltll{e gesture, It n u c I ear t~meframe foreIgnmvt:Stm~t,m Pakistanexcept

couldfe$ultin re-establishingthe Indo- weapons. mirjrahman@hotrhail.com of two and ongoveJ;I1ffi~tlevel,Itisa reasontoo
Palecontacts that were rudelysevered Themeet-c "' a halfyears, that has deterred Bill Gates of Mi-
by India in the wake of.a terrorist at- ingbetweeII.the twopremien;maytal{e ,InfoI'riultion MinisterSheikhRashid crosoft to investin~Pakistan.
tack on the Indian parliament. Since some time to materialise.In the mean-Ahmed ta1kssense when he ~ys that Now have,a look at our western
that d.eplorableincident, which India time both countriessllouldstarftaking onlyour mili.taryleadership,ha$.th~ca- border, Weshare 2,43Qkm long bOr-
had bla.nJ~ on Pakistan,it was doV\'Il- some coI1fidencebuildingmeasuresto pability,:to solve the ~wmrdispiite. der withAfghanistan.lItis a verysmall
hill all the way.India'recalledits High ease the tension, ThesUnunitmeeting He argue&that wh~ politiciansmake market; there is hardly any formal
Commissioner from Islamabad and ~ the two premierswouldprove efforts to resolve"thiSproblem their trade between Pakistan and
~ectedour High Commissionerfrom moreproductiveif it was heldin a rela- opponentsaccuSe.th~ of sediti~ futd Afghanistan, Moreover, the Afghan
NewDelhi. Itsnapped the air,rail and tivelytension free atmosphere,For in- the efforts,collapse; Sheikl:iRaShidis government is still suspicio\.1Sof our
roadlinksand bann~dourairplanes stance,it doesnotrequirea !;Ilcctingat implyingthatthere~ to be giveand policyyis..a-visThliban,ltnasaJIDost
from.itsair space,Th~ it sent itSarmy the highestlevelto re-establishcommu- take th'at could only'be aone by the ,accused us of encouraging,cross-bor..
to the borders with.theclear intent of nicationlinksbetweenthe twocountries military leadership becimse it could der ipfiltratiorl:ThisaccuSati?n stems
teaching Pakistan a ,lesson. It was and resume trading'neither it isa pre- never be accused Of betraying thefrqm the'fil.ctthat w~ allOwingthe
touch'and go, but good sense pre- requisitefor.upgradi,ngthe diplomatic Kashmir,cause. Sheikh Rashid,is for Taliban to~e (),\Jrterritory to issue
vailed.India pulledback its army and missionsto the civilisedlevel. durable peace ~~enIndia and Pdk- statements,PresidentBUShis although
wereturnedfromthebrinkofa deadJY ,', "', veryappreclii.tiveofour,cooperationin
~that had'th~ potential of devastat- WeareheadingtowardsacriticaltUne,inour nabbingth~al-,Qaedamembersbutat

11 "tngthe subcontinent. ,.. ", " ',' , the same time the US State Depart-
. It is generally~ected that.the 10-relatlon~WIthindIa,At thisJuncturethepresen~e ~erM~ apprehens~'{eof our attitude
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shmirdispute
,

norwehaveanythingt
,

ooffereach
Indianandfakist3!iITeaderson the po- " 'k other in corisumergoodS,In the north-
tency of their respective nuclear ,,' westwehave523kmborderwith

.weapons and missiles,Whichcountry It is good to be optimisticbut only istan. He says that investmentclimate -China.Despite the all-weather'link.of
in the worlddoes not havetroubles ei- whenthe optimismis expressedwithin wouldonlyimprovewh~ the-subcon~ Karakoram HighWayOjJI"trade, \'\1th
ther with i~ immediate neighbour or the logicallimits.The case in point is, tinent is free of the wardouds, He Chinais minimalwhileInao-Chinatrade
with someoneoceansaway?Tobe cer- the short telephonic conversationbel couldnot be more right, has crossed 4bn dollars, Th~re is,no...;

~tain,it isnotterriblyusefultobecome tweenthe twopremiers.It hasraised ' wayto increaseourexpoi'ts,subst'li:iJ
hostage to one's problems. Acountry high the. hope that the resolution of

Let the Indiansassess tlie accrued tialJyuiuesswe g.ev§lop~,~ons
would be committing great folly by Kashmir dispute is round/the corner. economicdamagethey ftavesui- withourneigQbours,andthiSholdstrue
p~ttingeverything on hold simply,be- Some leaders have'even predicted a ,,' fered as a result 'of the,war like of everycq.urltryincl1,1djr!gtheUSA.
ca~e a problem has escaped instant timeframe claiming that this ,dispute situationp~vailing between India!Uld We areheadilig towards a critical
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,us ~.$!utQut...o~.,ttQ1l91e.s~lt~uld y~i,ng j:.his~ <IDan We~ a ,g,,2J 2 k!!;1£.~.R2w.er~tJ:> ~h,tN'ttl- ~s~of ~o~med
contmue marchingforward and theunauilienticated ~m~tof,Jay Gar-", India. The~comrtlurocationliriJ.{~ "rafISessentialIt15cs-
country seeking iw;tant solutions toner, thl;!Americar',IJ!!Iftial.Jaw,..8dmlliis".;;,~1weeIl1hetwocountriefare well. 1C~,e~..;' ~e'
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than 0 10n:Jt.wouldnot serve, Arrienc arm-tW1St.India.Mgreo#er, ti..o@,1
anyusefulpurpo~.mom~ltbat on this m, , dotherpow- topaJ.
who\waS"at'faultandwhb<:ontributed ers,cM,O !h.Pakdia- India
moi'ein poisoningthe refations, ' oiv~,b1J ,up' eIn.. JiJce il
itead of indulging in re . . 'I'd ,!le 'a betw,
.eyought tomove forward , ~t ofJ(p-.,~ '.. ~'!W.2,*
aturely and witl},the"r~'" l' w ucl\ ~nger re(~to,~


