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.' ~~ ~ . ake him at his~word,

D
es te the dampening'qualifications '. Changingoldstanceswon't~ easy.BUtif a. ' and conditionsthat followedit, there PrafulBldwa. robust beginning is made on,the basis of some

" issimplynodoubtthatAtalBehariVa- ThewriterisoneofIndia'smostwidelypublished mutuallyacceptedprinciples,thepr9CtJss()frec-
, 'jpayee's public address in Srinagar columnists,FormerlyaSeniorFellowoftheNehru onciliationcouldgetrollirlg.Attimes~likethese,
lastSaturdayrepresentssomethingof a land.. MemorialMuseumandLibrary,heisawinneroftheSeanprocessiseverything. ,

, mark.HebecameIml.la'sfirstPrimeMinisterto MacBridePrize!Qr2000oftheInternationalPeaceBureau Thebiggestobstaclesarelikelyto bethe
address a publicmeetingin the KashmirValley pratulbidwai1@yahoo.co.in, hawkishlobbiesin bOthcountries, whichhave a
after the "azadi" movementbrokeout in 1989. ' , ' stakein perpetratinga stateof mutualhostility.
And what he said, especiallyits tone and tenor~ tant, Armitagewillprobablymediateinformallyand In Pakistan,such elementshave longintluenced the
themselves suffused With humap. empathy ~ has "facilitate" a futureswnmit ~ just as he brokered Afghanistan and Kashmir,polici~s, and sustained
impressed the Kashmiris and kindled new hopes. peace between'the two tWicelast year. support to jihadi militants. In India, they comprise
His peace overture must be heartily welcomed ~ This doesn't argue that a Vajpayee-Musharraf 'the BJP's extreme Rightwing, which is hostile to
and purposivelyfollowedup. meeting will necessarily happen or succeed. After India-Pakistanreconciliation. . ,

I say this despite.beingan uncompromisiIigand all, even'one terrorist act in India,'whether or not' Besidesits ideologi~ antipathyto Pakistan,this
trenchant critic of the ideology,and politics of the sponsoredby Pakistan,can scuttle it altogether.Yet, is an important electionyear for the BJP,whichwill
party.Vajpayeeleads, and despite past experience today'~ circumstances areespecia1ly conducive to see four crucial state Assembly elections. Rather
of his lack of assertivenessagainsthis colleaguesto, such a meeting. Its success '\vindependonhowfar thanembarkona new,unce~, KashmirandPale~
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"payee by taking him a~his word and returning his from 1jheirstated "first positions" and explore a new its familiar hawkish line which sells well amongtlie
gestureoffriendshipimaginatively. dEtente. urbanuppercasteelite. .

i In Srinagar, Vajpayee attempted a ."double This, in the first place"means they must accept' filoting a peace process through Hindutva's
whammy". He held out the "hand of friendship" to war is simply NOT an option. Neither side can win sna\<e pits will need statesmanship. Even more dii-
Pakistan and offered a dialogue' With different cur- it. According to an official report, India's conven- ficult will be In<lla's Kashmir,reconciliation agenda. "I
rents of opinion in J~u & Kashmir."Ofthe two tional superiorityoverPakistari has steadilyeroqed Here; the govemmenthas no claritywhatso~r, al. ~

initiatives"the first is both more iInportantand like: from 1.75: 1 (in the a~esh~) tg J .Q§:1Jh...J!loug!lJ>eopJelilre~[)a.yee sense that J&Ktotbiy
lier to succeed far more quicklythan the second. 1990, to barely 1.22:1'now. (The Winningcombat 'off~a. ~~'OP'Poifunlty ~ "'of itSI'ela.tivelyP
There arethree reasons for this. First, Pakistanhas ratio is normally2:1 orJligher). AndtheiI'nuclear creqi~leelectio,!l,and the" nor a state gov-
responded positivelyto India's offer of a dialogue. ~apabilityis a "greatleveller". Nuclearwars cannot el'J:ifuentwhich has genera~d hOpe with its "heal-
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reign MinisterKasurihas sai(,l:"Vajpayeeis wel- be won; they mustnever be fought. ingtouch" - despite the impedimentscreatedbya
come in Pakistan." Islamabad hopes to work out ., .constantlycarping BJP and an uncooperativeCen.

~ specific dates for negotiations "within days\'This is 'T0 makethe summitsuccessful,Islamaoadwill tral home ministry. '.

not true ofJ&K,where the politicalresponse to Va- have to'drop its
,

conventionalemphasis on a However,they are fumblirigat the levelof Strat.
'jpayee has been mixed. plebiscite in J{ashmirand on 50-year,0IdUN egy and remain undecided about ~viting th~All-

.,'Second, there is groWingrecognitionWithinboth Security Council resolutions. Mor~important, it Parties H\lrl'i.y3:tConferenceto talks. But the.gov.
egovernments that they cannot indefinitely;isustain must verifiablygiveup supportingmilitantviolenc~; ernrnent should know that there is little I>olitlcal
theirrnutual,l1ostjJity..Th~ are undergroWing..pres-.JnKashiniras ,aninst;I:ument1;o,coer'1eIndi,ato the s.ensein talking onlytQ'th&'peop\e's ".elect;edr~pre:.,
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JptDfJlWI1fMimC~aWl6M~ s~~8'1i8'~~ tlIelbatme'J: IftshtninrOtHJ1ntegratt$nbYi~ i9~I~tlf~
ago, India imdPakistan.were'allreadYto golto'ft.'~!('tli.etontni.ry,~itis"WidelyseeIrto'be 'behavfug.ifnt-,"'1}r$it.inust;talk to and wmover:' J"""'~;! (<i"",,~I

11The reasons why they didn't, basicallycontin~eto sPonsiblyanQ.jeopardiSingits owninterests. For in- The pertinent.issue is WhatIslamabadcan do to
hold today.The globalsituation emergingafter the stance, State Department head of policy planning sp~ed up progress towards reconciliation and ap.
Iraq.warhas discomfitedboth by highlightingtheir Richard Haass says the US is "disappomted and India-PaU:istanSUmmit.Anynumberof "negatiyi!'"ar~
ownvulnerabilityoWingto the Kashmirap.dnuclear frustrated" over ~'s failure to stop"'crciss-' guments can be-constructed for holding an early
issues.' border"infiltrationof militants.Hewarned that Pale.. Summit,includingwardingoffinternatio~ pressure

Washington,in its most aggre,ssivelyunilateralist istan-USrelations~ never improvebeyonda cer- on "cross-,border terrorism" and preventing Pa1<,"'
and expansionist'phase today, has threatened to ex - tain point unless this issue is adequately addressed.~ istan' s further, marginalisation in the context ofhur.
tend the.Iraq conflictand also turn its attention,to Equa\ly,NewDelhimust drop its stated ppsition geoningIndia-TJSecongmicrelations,ere;HoWever,
South.Asia.ColinPo~ell stressed this to the New th,at.Jammu & KR'shmiris"an inalienable part of. the truly powerful and yet worthy arguments,are
YorkTimes (March31). Russia,France and Britain India".TheKashmiripeoplemus(be involvedm,dE!,!t"posi,tive"ones, rootedin thevaluepfpeaceli!-tdlong-
too have called for an India-Pakistandialogue,. cidinghow they reshap~ their status vis-t-yisIrt4ia tenn dEtente,and the buildirigof anauthenticSotttb

And third,:a certain, momentum favouring a and Pakistan.India must takethe Simlaagreement ,~soci31,.economic mr~,J>ci.liticalcomIrlunity.
short time-framefor an India.Pakistanmeetinghas of 1972 seriously,under winch all,bilateral issues" ]tis in this spirit that Islamabad should mak~
been created, with the planned visit here orus are to,be ,resolvedthrpughpeaceful discussion.So a's'Olemncopunitrnent to ending support toj~ .
DeputySecretaryof State RichardAnnitagein May. far,NewUelhi,has cij;edthe Simlaaccord to oppose militants ,in Kashmir ~,in ways that are.tra:,nS'iF'
It is likely that both India and Pakistan will make a multilateral dialogue -- but never once discussed parent and verifiable. That's an offer New"Delhi-
positivemovesjust aheadof that visit. More~por- KaShmirbilaterally'WithPakistan. can't ;refuse.
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