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I M' '. '. "formw~atsoever. ,Pakistim,'h~~ne itsbesttostop' pressand theLahore.DelhiBUsCpuld~
) Ka a .almUddm . Britain has appreciated the dia- cross-border movement. To 'expect it also be allowed to resume even:'befoJJ!

logue offer,made'by Vajpayei and 00. to end completely willbeimpril.ctical the formal talksbegin. )

T
he BJP governmenthad been lievesthattalksbetween Pakistanand as motivate!!peoplewillcontinueto Progressinthetalkson Kashmir

applying, diPlcirriatic"ceco- India are necessary for,resolving therr cross into IRK. The proposal of sta- and all other matter!! will onlyrjt~f

nomic and riIilitarYpressurC,... differe~ces. Pakist,aIl wa.; has wel- Jioning oK neutral observers along the some headway if there is'a'politic~ '

on Pakistan since December corned the positive el~ments in VIU- LaC shouldbe acceptedby India ifthe. willon both sides. The tWo protag<r

2001 tocompel ittoChange itsKash- payee'sspeecllinSrmagar,offeringa South Bloc stillwants toverifyPak- nistswil!havetoshow,some flexibility",
mir policy.Having wasted; over dialoguetoresolveallout$.ndingis- istan'sstatementon theissueofcross- and notstickrotheirStated,PO!!ition!!.'"

Rs4,OOO ,croresofthe country'sre- suesmcludingthecoreissueofKash- borderinfiltration.' , The four-pointapproach,toS(lIve'ihe:a
sourceson thelargestconcentration mir. What could be the cause forthe Kashmir issuementioned eatlierby
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,sfuce1971, India ev~ntuallyhad ¥> re- been tiedto a betterclimateprevailing issue?IsItonJy to please the US offi- starting point. The old.proposal of

callitsarmed forcesback toJheir inKashmir.The Afghan Jihadagainst ciaIswho are due tovisitthe area in, eightworking groups working simul,~
,. peace ,timepositionslocationswithout the Soviet occupatian of AfghaniStan the firstweek ,pf.May? Is itbecause tarieouslyon allissues Can be revived,

' havrngachievedttsobjective, was continuing,while the talksbe- other world powers have also put The no-war pact and the treatyl"of
Hardly had the War clouds rrioved tween the regime in Kabul and the pressure on milia to deal with the nu- peace and friehdshipcan be discussed

away, India's,foreign Minister Yash- governments of Pakistan and Iran to clear,tlashpoint through mear\ingful againto Seeifth~ is a meetin8pow.
want Sinha and Defence Minister end the conflict were going on in negotiations? Is it becaUse the Indian ':Al~vesolutionsto Kashmir could
George Fernalfdes, emb.olden~dby Geneva. No pre-conditionswere securityforcesinlHKaro sufferingca- be put on the table wh~n some,
Presigent George Bush's doctrine,of placed by either party. The terrorists sualtiesand have riotQeenableto ~p- progress is achieved,~d$ findinga
pre-emption,threatenedPal<istanWith activitiesof the IrishRepublican&my press the indigen~us freedoIT1;move- final solution.The Kashmiriscould,be '

a pre-emptive strike. AccQrding to didnot campletelyend beforethe his- ment in IRK? brought into the picture a littlela~t
theirwarped thinkiJlg,smcePakistan 'toric~Anglo' Irish Agreement' was, Pal<istanmUst stop all movement
has weapons,ofmaSsde~ction and signedin 1998. The LTTEdid not lay

WE
. tever be the reasOnfor the acrpss tlieLoC even"fromAzadKash-

is allegedlyharbouringterrorists; tI:1.ey downarms before accepting to'nego-' present offer,even though it 'mir and,India must reciprocate-byre-
wanted the United States to believe tiate withthe Sri La.nkangovernment. '"is conditional on, stopping ducingits ritilita:rystrength in IRK.re.
that the situation In Pakistan issimilJir It'o'nlyproves that'negotiations c,anfie ~cross IfoCinflltr'ation; it showa be '~'leasing all political priso'nersth'eie and
to that in Iraq.A curt replyfromCollin held in any atmosphere if there is a welcomedby all sections of the popu- stoppiitgbrut3:lities against the' free-
PowcllsayingPakistanis not Iraq was willto solveffi!!putespeace~ lation on both sid~s oftheborder. !!omfighters.
enoughto put them in their places, Kautilya in,.hisbook Arthshastra They lI{elooking forward to the re- Musharraf is ,reported to have re-

'l\vo days later, speaking inSrina. had advisedthe rulers of ancientIndia sumption of a dialoguebetween India cently said, "I Willstop'cross-border
gar, Vajapyeesiiidthrt India desires to keep in mind the prevailing envi- and Pakistan.Vajpayee'sbus yatra to infiltrationif the UnitedStatescan en-'
peacefulandfriendlyrelations,Withall ronment when deciding on peace or Lahore and the Agrc1Summit ha.<! sure Indian government's willingness
itsi1.eighjxmrs.Heextendeda handof warwith an adversary. VlUpayeehas raised hopes oI)Jy,tobe ~q.ed to,the to start a dialogue."O!\'the face of it,

, friendship,sayingthatbothIndiaand ,rightlycometothec4)nclusionthatthe ground;bysomehard-linerson bpth Washingto~has pe~UadedVajpay~e
Pakistanmust decideto livetogether. climate, after the Iraq war has sides. lt,is time for these hawks to to alter the co~! If theyOfferis gen-
He offeredto.settleall issues, includ- changed.Theinternationalcommunity allQwIndia and Pakistanto begin seri- uine,Pakistanmust respondPositi~
ing the contentiousissueofKaslunir, is against the use of force to solvepO- ousiy thinking on living like good The sudden change in India's bel.
through talks and rightfullysaid that litical disputes. The only way to im- neighbours. Peace, security and eco- ligerent attitude has come as a pleas,.
nothingcan be resolvedthrough war. prove relations between India and nomic development in thesubconti- ant surprise. WlJ,athas made the In-
However,he did put acondition."If ~Pakistanis to sit across the table and nent depends,toa large extent on the dia.qpritneminister agree to resume.
Pakistanwillclosedownthe terrorist sort out the disputethat hasbe-dev- relationsbetweenIslamatiadapdNew a meartingfuldialogueon allisSues.
camps in Pakistan I will send a:top for~ lied the Indo-Pal<relations for the last Delhi. They must resolve their differ~ iricluding Kashmir does not matter.
eign ministry official to Islamabadto- ,fifty-six years. ' ence peacefully to enable Saarcto The windowof opportunity must not
morrow to draw up a schedule for Musharraf had appealed to Vajpayee make substa.ntial pr.ogress, like other be allowed to be closed again by
talks.", at the Alma,tyconference to n:turn to economic groupings around the world those Who believe that only force and

. India'sJunior ForeignMinister thepathof dialogueandnegotiations. havedone. pressure on th,~ adversary :wilt
DigvijaySinghre-affirmedthat talks It is heartening to note some forward Asa first step Pakistancouldallow achieveresults. Let us for once prove
can begin by June, adding, "Even movementbutwhatistobeassessedis its air space to. be,used by Indian them wrong. The question 'remains,
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while making this statement he must quence ofwordsfrequently used been India. The strength ofth~"<liplptnatic held to end all terrorism?

, be aware of President Musharraf's altereq. Previouslyitwas "notalks till staff could be gradually restored so '
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e writer is a retired lieutenant
does not'support terrorism in any ~",if cross-borderterrorismstops. cOmeoperationaJ:.Thesa:lro°tlJa~-' general


