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within a limited time span, this piece that .Pakisf.a.I!.has WMD and isthe epi. even bother to take into consideration Americans, in their own, wisdom, promised rather repeatedly to ascertain

merelyconcentratesonthemostrecerit centre of terrorism. It needs to' be theconcernsandthe assertionsof the deemedfit not to put them on the list of the wish~sofKashrniripeoplethroughI'
utterancesof B.1P'sleaders- more stressed here that Pakistanwasforced internationalcomm~. , . terrorist grouI>s..rerP:apsthe Ameri- aplebisciteunder'theUNauspices,In.I
specificallythatoftheForeignMinis. to becomea nuclearweaponstateby Indiaisperhapsoneofthosecoun~ 'cansk-ef\illyco~rof fiercer~ac- stead India maintainsmore thank
ter's utterances, Theseutterances have the concerted efforts of India, While tries that are known to have withheld tion that BJPgovernment couldunder- 700,000 security forces in the IRK. i
managedto not onlyheightenthe in~ ,~consistently ex}>~ its~.!. thea~ an4.?ueoo~p~ce Faac- takeif~ch ~/moveis~e~d~.is, Manyinternationalhumanright~~ps,
cumbent level of tensions'between Ingnessto SigntheNPTproVIdedIndia cords,treaties,conv~ntiori$'etc,IDthe, not the time,,from,theAmen~ po~t ' h;aver~gularlyrecordedthe brutalities:,
India and Pakistan but have also initio would do the same, India detennined to past. Ifa countrY.hastobe'$ubjecied to of view, to a.I\!l°Yth~Indians;i~r'an,' p~rpe4'ated against the Kl!:8hmiris in.
ated a flurryof angry responses mostly acquire nuclear weapons embarked pre-emptiveattaCkson the basis'of pos. everybodyknowshow an IndianPrime IHK.The fudian security forces have'
fromthePakistanis., upon varioUSstrategies to attain its session of WMDs and frequently Minister,known to be muChmorep, sponsored and patronised many SJ.lb-

OnApril2, Indian ForeignMinister cqveted'goal.Thesestrategies included aemonstrating liisrespect,to:interna-" tional than,entire BJP lot, reacted to national gr°J.lP~ to ~\lS~ division
YashwantSinhastatedin an interview ambiguouspostur~,askingthenuclear tional,normsariathe UNre~lutio~, Queen'sremarks duringher tour of amongthe unitedlead~!shipof free. ~

I' that IndiiL'sposition on disputed Kash- powersto givetimetable for ge~ rid then it seems that India is certainlythe South Asia and :declared 'England a dom rrovement and weaken the free- ~
mir had been boostedby the p~cedent .9ftJ).eirI\ucleararsenal ~tfol\' ",moSt" '"~ft, c9~Jp.,<;l~M, .w ~ -""dOJl;\ e, ' .k
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n e and KaslunirSItuations acquired.them eventuaDydesPitethe m- tated, politically motivated VIolence would highligh,tthe Ina,jordifferences. fewmdividualsm poSItionof influence
are wrong and are overwhelmed by dif. temational commUnitY's diSapproval perpetrated against the(non-coIhbatant A systeITU!t.icsCrutiny of the two Situa- Would dabble into uncivilised behaviour.

ferences between them," stressed by and, discouragement, In fact they, tlon't targetS lIf' sub;Il.ational groups or' clan- tions could indeed bring out a long cat- .but-then there ~ alwaysexc;e'ptions.J"---
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f'}\.b~Yajpayee springs
~~~'~.' a 'SJU1}rise

in Kashmir. He also admitted that "we have often faJtered in our,!
journeyto the goal"of bringing"peaceandnonniilityto Kaslunir."i
He refeITed to more jobs for the Kashmiris and new econQmicPI'Q:-

S
pe~ from behind a bullet-proof glass screen, under jects includinglinkswith CentralAsia."WhenI lookat Kashmir.I
the\Vatchfuleyesof a specialcommandounit,PrimeMin- findthat both geographicaJJyand lUstoricaJJy,it linksIndiato the

,

ister of India MCAtal Bihari Vajpayee addressed on Fri- lands and peo
,

. pIes of a very importan
,

t part of Asia. We are deeply
day last, a government-organised rally in a strike-stricken interested in strengthening our ties of friendship and mutually ben-

Srinagar, 15 years after another Indian PM Spoke to a somewhat eficialcoopel'31ion with all of them", said Mr ~apyee.
similar gathering in the "disputed" state. . ,More importantly, in his second st;W.ement,Mr Vajpayeerelinked

What made his speech significant, W3$his unconditional offer talks with Pakistan to the charge of terrorism: "If Pakistan says t<>-
of talks to Pakistan: "We Want friendship and brotherhobd,withmorrowthatit will close down the terrorist camps in Pakistan"ifit
our neighbours. We are again extending the hapd of friendship ~ thistoday,lwill send a top Foreign Ministry official to Islam-
but hands should be extended from both sides. Both sides should !!bad to draw up a schedule for talks." This needs to be read with ,
decide to live together. {\llisSues can-be resolved through talks, the words spoken almost simultimeo1,1Slyby MrV Naidu, President
nothingcan be resolvedthro)lghwar." , . of the RJP that there was no questionof talks "unlessIslamabad !

What prompted Mr Vajpayee to utter these welcome words? stops encouraging militants." Interestingly enough, inthe jpint l\>w-
Last year when yisiting Kashmii he wanted a "decisive ba~e" to ell-Stra.wstatement given by hand to Mr Kasuri by the American am-
determine the fut;m'eof the region. bassador, ~ese very words were used. Thus Pakistan is being asked .

Obviously the virulent campaign against Paldstan,and the not only to stop "cross-border terrorism", an additional burden is
pressure built up by amassing and keeping Indhin forces on Pak- being placed on it to stop militant activities as if there is no struggle
istani ,border andtheLine of Control, for almost a year, having for.freedom launched by the Kasluniri in the occupied state..
servedthe limitedpw:p~ ofliningup worldopiniOI\,~Pak- , '.

istan's so-called cross-'borderterrorism, ~ beginning to lose its T' .,his bpngs"'out ho.wthe world powers have come to view
,efficacy.Rude ana crude belligerent utte~DfYashmmt'Siiilia+" ~'s involVement IDterrorism in Kaslunir and reflects
and George Fernandes ~,front men of Lal Kri!';hna.Advani, how this reflects India's successful pursuit of its charge
alarme.d the wQrld and evoked ~avourable reactions. Excess al- against Pakista.I,..On the other hand nobody talks or even takes
ways has its cost. Washington using diplpmatic language pulled notice of the continuing Indianstate-terrorism - thanks to our,
up the Indians for hurling.threats on Pakistan a la Iraq. Seldom inadeq~te diplomatic perfonnance.
has a foreign minister, violating diplomatic norms, had used such Is Pakistan fully prepared to enter into talks with India? Has it
rough and unreasonable language in sucha cavalier manner. Fer- done its homework to evolve options and alternatives when it
nandes too went b~rserk when as 'the, defence minister of a nu- faces Ind\8's well-documented briefs, most intelligently and ef-
clear state,.h!! resolved to "wipe out" Pakistan. New Delhi was in- fectively c~lIIIt1unicated to Washington, and other centres of
telligent enQygh t.o ~ that it was spoiling its ~ by indulging power. What if under world pressure and, India's pressing de-
in excessiyeJYbellico~ statements. Povyell,in a reCent press con- mand, Pakistan..actually completely stops actiye support to the
ference inWashington ticked off India on its threat!'; to.useforce. Kashmirisand after securing this commitment, India takes to tin- !
While i~eendorsed,India' s plea for the cessation of infiltration kering with the right of self-detennination of the Kashmiris, what
acrQ~ the,Jdf1eof Control, heJn;Kie a point ofimp~ on New will ~ do? Go back to the "denied!' infiltration across the
~to statt1alkin~Lto Pakistan thus emphasising the need for Line of Control? Will the world allow that? Will then Islamabad
resoMn~'theKa.shrni£issuepeacefullythrough negotiations.The have the guts to IiefyWashington? .
l\,ews tliat;he,or his deputy Mr Armatage were planning to visit In the cir~ces, it is vital for Pakistan to:
the su~oiitinent to administer;, a.clear-cut advice to the two ad- 1. Clarify its position with regard tol' cross-'border terrorism",
versari~, to oPe.n ,a dialogue may als9 nave ,influenced Mr Va- as an intenw.tionally acknowledged party to the Kashmir dispute
japyee's'min<J. Ii1dia having entered into a.strategic partnership and secure'international recognition to its obligations when the
withUSA.,within the framework of a join! visiOIlhatched during other party has unleashed lakhs of trOOP1lto, brutally terrorise
Clinton'svisittoNewDelhi and with eyes on increasing economic the alienated people of Kashmir.
and defence returns,w'hich are beginning to accrue because of 2. Step up exposing India's brutal state-terrorism andhor-
frieI1dly re~oIJS with, the~SQle super power, ~ to M'ilIy-niJIy heed rendoUs violation of human rights in Kaslmrlr. ,
word1l£<5mfugfrom WashingtOn. In fact th!! ailvice to talk to Pak- 3. Use all ii1struments of public diplomacy in the pursuit of its
istaIlb<iS'J:!iena commonrefrainof allthe G.,s,powers for the last Kashmirpolicy. ,i '

'InanY,Years.J,s I pointed out in an e,arlier column, there W1lSno 4. CQIDpeteIltlyprep~ its brief for W'hatapdhow to talk to
~cape from rlisU°guefor the two nuclear states in SouthAs1a. ,Indians when they come to the negotiating table. Mere statements

TIleexpectel:leuphoric,response,fromMessrsJantali and Ka" and reiteration of Pakistan's historic stand will not do. At the .

suri howeyer needs fb',~ tempered in the lightp{,tbe second state- same time the views of the Hurriyat leaders must be fully con-
ment Mr Vajpayee made in Srinagar befo~Jeavingfor New Delhi sidered whil~,preparing the case. .

Inthisstatement~paYee referredto the openingof talks"with. ..

the elected representatives and other. ,sections o{pul:!licopinion ill 'fhe writer is a Lahore-based cobunni~t
the st;ate"andstressedthe needforaV'oiaingwaniP~ electiOllS y, pacade@brain.n~t.pk
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