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B
Qwer-birds are struct the Qther abQut what shQuld

, notQriQus fQr ,.-- \~\ be dQne, and the result is deepening
cQllecgng Qb- - ,-' \~ intransigence. The refrain "YQUcan-

jects that are Qfno. ~ I "'" ," nQtclap with QnlyQnehand" has
particular use to. dO>~ ' :1 been run to.death,bybQthsides,but,
them, but they pick k' '"":~:\ ) ) alas, Qtherde

,

athshave Qccurredand,

them up and decQ- ~ ,/( apart frQm making propaganda Qut
rate their envirQns . ~ Qftragedy, no. practical suggestiQns
with them because ' have been made fQllQwingthe mas-
they like unusual things, sacreat Nandimarg in Indian-aCi-
and whyshQuldn'tthey?lama bQwer ministered Kashmir last mQnth. (The
bird, and my study is full Qfthings I WQrldat large barely heard Qf this

.1cQnsiderfascinatingbutwhichmany brutal, senseless, wicked killing Qf24
peQpleWQuldregard as dust traps (a defenceless civilians by terrQrists,
view subsc:ribed to. by -CQntrQI, I because the equally vile slaughter Qf
might add), One cQllectiQnis QfQld very many mQre defenceless civil-
brass padlQcks,mariywith dates and ians was taking place in Iraq.) Mr
names Qnthem; and it is QneQfthese Advani said "this is an act of Qur
that brQught me to.write this piece, neighbQur, and viQlence in the state
because it is inscribed in shaky but is continuing Qnlybecause Qfthem",
deep capital lettering: which was a -singularly unhelpful

KARTARSINGH QbservatiQn. ~

SARDARSINGH . NQbQdy could seriQusly prQPQse .

JHELUM' that Mr Advani shQuld embrace'
This is hardly;earth-shattering, Qne Islamabad fQllQwinga filthy act Qf

might imagine, but when Qnethinks mass murder that was carried Qut
abQutit, the histQry Qfthe,Sub-cQnti- mostprQbably by aPakistan-Qriented
nent fQr the past fifty-fiv,e years is terrQrist Qrganisation, But qmnQt he

, I bQund up with that inscriptiQn. Ihave see that such rhetQric plCiYSinto. the ,

the padlQckbeside me as I write, and hands Qfthe wild men QnbQth sides?
wQnder, as I QftendQ,just who.were President Musharraf was quick to.
the Singhs Qf Jhelum? Merchants? condemn the massacre, as well he
Farmers? Retired sQldiersQfthe Raj? might, because the very fact it tQQk

~I And what happened to them in 1947? place. apart frQm being an atrQcity
Were they stabbed to., death, Qr Qnly the IQwest and mQst disgusting
hanged by their turbans, Qr,did they beasts,cQuld ca:rryQutand supPQrt -
manageto.escapeacrQSSth~newly- prQduced yet mQre prQblems fgJ:,~

delineated bQrder to. Sikh 'Punjab? Pakistan, Musharraf has PQinted Qut,
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wards by train, Qnlyto.be hacked to. against any mQvestQwards talks be-
bits QnbQard - just as so.maI,1yM\j,s:, .,~e~--}ndia and Pakistan, and in-
limswere murdered cQmingthe Qthex deea he is right. But what can he do.

, way, ' abQut it? .

j, It is all very wellfQr peQple to.say His best mQveWQuldbe tQirequest
i that the atrQcitieshappenedQverhalf

,

- the help Qfth
,

e United NatiQl[ls Secu-

1 a-century ago. and that pas~age Qf rity CQuncil.No.:nQt to.agaih seek a
! time shQuld have erQded hQrrible plebiscite as prQvided fQrby UNSC
'

I:memQries, but the plain fact ~sthat resQlutiQns,fQr such a tactic WQuld
,they haven't disappeared. FarfrQm Qnly intensify New Delhi's resist-
I it, because India and Pakistan still, ance to.mQVement tQwards a Kash"cQnsider themselves e],1emies.The mirsQlutiQn.InfacUslamabadshQuld
years since the periQd in which the realIse that if a plebiscite were held it
SinghslivedinpeaceinIhelum(when is unlikely the inhabitants Qflhdian-
there were Sikhs and Hindus'tin adminisjered Kashmir WQuldtvQte

~~:"lorJ.exah1V1Q; ,~~iii.kIior~",-,,+tp..RaIti sun, mb.i.y.MiIuA.j.
ta;dti) .anduthtJi.,mBeinltiayi! Dnjjhaatlmit fillof<I:er:JQris~~Fosmily

which Qne cannQt even fly directly in the:name QHslam and have expe-
frQm QnecQuntry to.the Qther(hQw rienced quite enQugh brutality-frQm
absurd), are dQtted and defil~"dby whattheyregCird as an army QfQccu-
wars and atrQcities,There can be no. patiQn.Valley Kashmiris were never
questiQn Qf instant harmQny'and it anything but practical abQutreligiQn
wQuldna3e to.imagine this happy, (during my fQurteeI1 mQnths in
state CQuldbe attained. But this dQes Srinagar I bQught alcQhQIQpenly -
nQtmeanthate(fQrtstQwardamQdus and even Qn a visit two. years ago.
vivendi cannQtbemade. They'shQuld CQuldhave a ScQtch Qr three in a
be made, and that right SQQn,be- hQtel), and they IQQkwith genuine
cause the WQrldhas changed enQr- and justified apprehensiQn at PQssi-, ' " , .. ,.",.,. '.' 1
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Singhslived inpeaceinIhelum (when is unlikely the Inhabitants .ofIndian-
there were Sikhs and Hindus,'in adminisjered Kashmir wauldvate

~or_x~; ,~~ii.i 'V()""'~'j) ~:d::i~n1 EPb.:.y.l>av:
ctdU) and\Jt}d6,mSe1t"tlayll irorihad I:heitfillof<l:.En1'arisi:nBqpp9SJ::~ly

which .one cannat even fly directly in the name aHslam and have expe-
" fram .onecauntry ta the .other (haw rienced quite enaugh brutality. fram

absurd), are,datted and defile,d by whattheyregardasanarmyafaccu"
wars and atracities. There can be na patian. Valley Kashmiris were never
questian .ofinstant harmanyand it anythingbutpracticalabautreligian
wauld na_ve ta imagine thiS happy. (during my faurteen manths in
state cauld be attained. But this daes Srinagar I baught alcahal .openly -
nat mean that effarts taward amadus and even an a visit twa years aga
vivendicannatbemade. Theyshauld cauld have a Scatch .or three in a
be made, and that ,right saon, be- hatel), and they laak with genuine
cause the warld has changed enar- and justified apprehensian at passi-
mausly in the last twa years. Thase ble impasitian .ofa strict regime such

inatians which da nat prepare them- as Q.emandedby extremists and ter-
j selves ta resist the grawtll .ofUS im- tariSt graups, few .ofwhich have a
.perialism are destined ta be treated genuine Valley Kashmiri an baard.
as pliant nanentities whase rights in A pax an bath Islamabad and Delhi
internatianal affairs will be averrid - say the gentle artisans and peaceable
den .or dismissed cantemptuausly lake and cauntry-falk .ofthe Valley
by Washingtan, sa lang as Bush is in and .outlying areas. The Jarnmu re-
pawer. - gian and prabably Ladakh wauld

It is na langer passible ta seek in- vate far accessian ta India, but the
ternatianal justice in any case invalv- pluralitywauld be far independence.
ing America .oran American citizen, If that came abaut there wauld be
as the Internatianal Criminal Caurt even mare disaster, far the laanies

'is nat recagnised by the Bush admin- wauld fight amangst themselves.
istratian. Justice, .orwha~ passes far Pakistan sb-aule!chaase the prag-
justice, will be mete~ aut by America matic appraach and take advantage

. .orby cauntries appraved by Bush, .ofthe fact 1hat respansible members
and nabady else. If Bush America .ofthe Security Cauncil, determined
decides that a binding internatianal 'ta neutralize American arragance,
agreementis unsatisfactary it will be can help India and Pakistan mave
abragated unilaterally. There is na farward ta a Kashmir salutian. Ta
questian, naw, .of campramise .or demanstrate gaad faith (and cam-
negatiatian with interested parties. man-sense) Islamabad shauld accept
Bush ignares findings .of the Warld the inevitable and declare, as a majar
Trade Organisatian, and regards the cancessian, that it is willing ta sacri-
Geneva Canventian as a vehicle fax: ficeits farmer insistence an the plebi-
expastulatian when canvenient sciteresalutiansinthecauseafmave-
(snawing pictures .of US prisaners ment tawards rapprochement. The
an televisia!l) and an aut-dated piece price .of such a significant .offer .of
.of liberal trivia when incanvenient campramise shauld be made clear
(as in US treatment .ofthe nan-per- befarehand. It shauld be suggested
sans in its Guantanama Gulag). So (nat 'demanded') that the UNSC
cauntries wishing ta retain"self-re- shauld decide an adjustment .ofthe
spectand a madicum .ofindepend- Line .ofCantraLto reflect reality. An
ence shauld sharpen up and decige .ind.ep,endentCammissian wauld

,I what tbe~asture is gaing-to be: then~aliJ9l the LOc. This co\!,l<inot
aulqnd.~o~hationOrdormantdoor- passi1lly .refle~>wl1.at shaulq ~ave

',Imat. been deCldeJi ID 1947 - the abVIaus
Sa far as India and Pakistan are~~solntran .ofhaving an Indian State .of

c.oncerned the message is that if y.ou Jammu, divided fram a Pakistani
don't set y.our regianal hause in ar- State .of Kashmir by the s.outhern
der there is likely ta be m.ovement by Panjal Range -but c.ould adjust terri-
America t.otake acti.onabaut it. It is tarial anamalies, natably in the
ofcaurseawidermessage,andc.oun- Siachen regi.on. The mutual c.ondi-
tries in the fatuausly-titled 'Axis.of ti.on w.ould be that India and Paki-
Evil' and ,bey.ond can expect even stan wauld accept the neutrally-de-
mare robust treatment - if they are cided Line as their internati.onal bar-
weak, militarily and p.olitically.Bush der and agree t.oUN inv.olvement t.o
will never dare take.on a c.ountry that a degree t.o be determined by. the
can fight back, sa India and Pakistan C.ouncil.
will be spared the Shack and Awe Ta even begin an appr.oach t.oUN
liberati.on.optian. But there cauld be discussi.ons there w.ould have t.obe
unpleasant means .ofbringing pres- agreement between Islama~ad and
sure anb.oth c.ountriesta reach agree- Delhi ta canduct preliminary talks
ment ab.out their differences, and, withaut pasturing far d.omestic p.o-
given the pr.oclivity .ofmadern-day litical advantage. This is the likely
Washingtan far meddling in .other stickingp.oint,butgiveninternati.onal
cauntries' business in the mastag- ,guarantees that Indian and Pakistani

-gressive and ins.olentfashi.on,it is ta territarial integrity will n.ot1?esacrl-
be haped that the Sub-c.ontinent can ficed, itshauld be attractive far bath
avaid the vulgar attenti.ons .ofsuch sides t.ocome ta the table. The Simla
as Rumsfeld, wh.ose gr.otesque an- Acc.ord,after all, adjures bath parties
tics have ceased t.obe even mildly ta arrange" a final settlement .of
amusing. The questi.onf.or India and Jarnmu and Kashmir". The descend-
Pakistan, as ever, is: What d.owe da antsafSardarSinghandKartarSingh
next ab.outKashmir? In an interview may never see Ihelum, and perhaps
with Reuters last week Isaid "Peaple it is taa much ta hape that India and
,have became accustamed ta living Pakistan c.ouldbecame true partners;
with [the threat .ofwar .oVer-Kash- but the d.o.ort.opeaceful c.oexistence
mirI,and .one.ofthese days it is actu- sh.ould n.ot remain cl.osed and pad-

.y~.oingt.ohappen". This is a terri- lacked.
ing praspect. - E-mail queries and comments to:

~'R.ollic.ountries are anxi.ous t.o in- beeclu££@nation.com.pk


