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f i and Pakistan's response
, United Nations... A three-steps formula things out, as the use of force by the agree to "an inunediate cease-fire".,
- a cease-fire,a truce agreement,and two nuclear powers is not a practical While India continues with his
plebiscite- had been agreed to be im. proposition. In fact, in the thesis built threatening stance - the latest salvo

Y
aswantSinha's indulgencein plemented by both countries in s~ bySinhaillhisconvocationad~, he coming from George Fernandes -
strongandat times,crude!an- quentialorder.Indiahad made it clear does not rule out the need for talks on what must Pakistando?
guageneedsto.beunderstood that Pakistan was also required to, Kashmirin the lightofthe simla.Agree- Repetitive reactive statements are
in terms of a well-designed withdrawits troops and try to secure ment andthe LahoreDeclaration. not good enough. I propose the fol.

stand that the BJP government has the withdrawalof tribesmen and Pak. lowing:
come to take on India-Pakistanrela- istaninationalsfrom J&K. SheikhRashid'stit-for-tatcounter 1. With the world lined up on the
tions. Increasinglyit reflects the feel- 2. Tilltoday,neither the conditions statements apart, let us see how Indianside (because of our inadequate
ings andthinkingof LalKrishanaAd- nor the assurances have been fulfilled the world and in particular the diplomacy during the last decade'or
vani,the d~factoprimeminister. byPakistan...,Further,insteadofwith. USAviewsthis on.goingconfrontation. so), Pakistanhas to take VSand other

It was Mr Advani who forced a drawingPakistanitroops and other na- Appearing before a House of Repre- major powers into confidence,about
changeinthe Indiancabinetbyelevat. tionals from Pakistan-occupiedKash- sep.tativeCommittee,AsSistantSecre- the exact nature and ~nt of Pale.
ing himselfas deputyprime minister mir as called for by these resolutions, tary of the State for South Asia, Ms istan's support to the Kashmiri'sstrug-
and replacingJaswant Singh by his Pakistanintroducedhuge quantitiesof RoccarecentIysaid: , gle for self-determination and the ut-
handpickedMrSinha, militaryequipment and armed forces 1. To end this conflict continued most it can do to address the

WhileJaswant had done a yeo- ' into PoK..." d~escalatory efforts, increased com- international demand. Presently not
man'sjob in makinginroads into the 3, Shimla Ac~ord provides the munication within Kashmir and a onlyisPakistan'g credibilitysuffering,

I mindoftheStateDepartmentand lin- "frameworkforthe India-Pakistanre- peace process betweenIndiaand Pak- our lessthan convincingroutine ~
ing up'Washington, London, Paris, lationshiptodayand supersedesprevi- istanare required...,En4inginfiltration mentsonlyadd grist to the Indianmill.
Berlinand Moscowagainst interna- ous arrangements.And,$ould ~ into Kashmir remains a key goalr .-B-.India"CanllOtwriggle-aut-ofthe
tionalterrorism(read Pakistan's sup-ments as sacrosanct as the Shimla Washingtonwillcontinueto holdPak- inevitableresort to opening a dialogue
portto the Kasluniristruggle for self- Accord and the Lahore Declaration, istan's feet to the fire on infiltration. on the subject. Pakistan has"to press
determination) long before Nine comeunderchallenge,then alltreaties 2. ContinuedUS.attentionand ere. intoserviceall its diploIDaticcloUtand
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i1!~~kIfep ~Pak- ,~alIH1J~unde{:,question. ahelpifll~ ' ~ttYr.f!J.JJP.Ugns~-- 0 " ,~jnat-
Jit* bsi)Jf~a JI1~}0iI 9,t;1q jJ!lO13!4.8~'\sH!championin!f'the' ~rrccQ:I1fr,OJl)9if~1QWiI.l:d,;~~. . ~~n ""'~ ,;.,. - ~antr'

One needs -to' 'Urtderstand Mr cause bfself-determination was 'noth- logueand resolution. "'tI there'is'VerYli~of'P\l11' le
Sinha's reaction to the rap on his ing but a crude attempt to bolster its 3. The USand India have overlap- - Useof media, think-tanks, lobbies
knuckleswhenhewastold byUSAnot agenda of territorial aggrandizement ping vital national interests- pr~ and civirsocietyorg8nisations- being
to flyoff the handle and desist from through terrorism againstIndia, motmg peace and stability in South' deployed to astutely supplement for.
drawinga parallelfromthe situationin 5; Pakistan'seffortis to unilaterally Asia, combating 'international terror- mal diplomaticefforts.
Iraq. Thisplain talking by the super alter the status quo on the ground and ism and preventing the spread of 3. Takinga leaffromthe wayIndia
power did not apparently miff Mr try to undermineIndia'ssecularfabric. weaponsof mass destruction.We seek dynamically and speedily projects
Sinha.Hisreaction was remarkableif 6. India has alwaysbeen willingto a vitaland comprehensivepartnership every terrorist incident,elicitinghigh-

'Inot amusing:If you ask us not ~ go discuss~e issueofJ&~ ~ ~. with India that rem?YeBas many Cold level intern,ationalattent!on a:zdre-
I for a pre-emptive attack on Pakistan, But, Pakistan seekspanty WithIndia ID War and other bamers between us as sponge, Pakistan too must IDtelligently

whydon'tyoudoit yourselfagainst termofwcusstandionKashmir.Pak- possible, projectandpersistwiththeexposure
H'this terrorist state? And there have istan is in illegaloccupation of a part Perhaps the most sigriificantdevel- of brutal state~terrorismin Kashmir,

beenmore of such"Sinhalese". of the State of Jammu and Kashmir, opment to-date is the Angl~American This crucial part of the Kashmirpic-
Obviouslythere is a method in this 7. Unfortunately, the complete joint statement signed by Powelland ture has becomeincreasinglyobscured

madness,It is possiblethat he speaks domination of Pakistan's politics and Straw with the full backing of Bush and almost forgotten because of In-
with convictionand believes in what economy by the military prevents and HIairpersonally handed over to dian's artfuland adroithandlingofthe
hesays.Fora peepintohismindletus choice of policiesthat would respond the Indianand Pakistaniforeignminis- terrorist card as against our poor
seewhathesaidat the 29th convoca- to popular needs and aspirations, If ters by the ~erican ambassadors in record in spotlighting the barbaric
tion ofthe (Indian)Pw\jabUniversity, onlyPakistanwouldbe willingto shed NewDelhiandlslamabad.In clear-cut treatmentof theKashmirsbyhundreds
lastmonth: hostilityand stop usingterrorismas an terms it asked: (i) Pakistanto fulfi1its of thdusands of Indiantroops letloose

1.IsIamabadcouldneverhavepar- instrumentof nationalpolicy,there can commitments to stop infiltration in. the "occupied state". Hopefully
ity with New Delhi as far as "wGus stillbe a newdawnin our relationship. across LoC and do its utmost to <lis- Messrs Jamali and Kasuriwill~heed
standi"on Kashmirwasconcerned Oneshouldgiveeventhedevil,his courageanyactsof violenceby mill- thesewords. !

since Pakistanwas the aggressor..,... due.Weshouldnot hesitateto register, tants in Kashniir;en)the twocountries
Facedwithan act of such blatant ag- anaJyseand appreciatethe Indianpoint to begin a renewed engagement (US
gression,it wasIndiawhichdecidedin of view. One day hopefully, the two and UKwill help them start a peace
January 1948to takethe matter to the count~es will sit together and sort process); (ill) India and Pakistan to

Inayatullah
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The writer i, a Lahore-basedcolumnist .
pacade~brain.net.pk
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After the ~f 24Kas~
Hindus (Pundi~) in Nandi
Margvillage of Pulwama dis-

trict about 50km south of Srinagar in
Indian-held Kashtnir., India has as
usual blamed Pakistan for thisinhu-
man act. The Go,yernmenf' of Paki-
stan has strongly condemned the
massacre and said "the blatant act of
terrorism, reportedly carried out by
persons we~~ Indian Army uni-
forms, is reprenensible,"

India has in the meantime moved
soI).1.eof her Air Force fighter ~d'
\' bomber squadrons to forward bases

and is planning to induct more troops

!

into Indian-held Kashmir. It may be
.recalled that in the previous military
"coI1frontation, although the troops

j from the international border and
'the working boundary were pulled

1
back by India, but the extra troops
and headquarters inducted into Kash-

1mir were not,
t It is also reported that India had
isecretly informed some western na-
j tions including the United States that
~after the killing of Pundits in Indian-
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held Kashmir it is clear that Pakistan
. has n
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erefore evident that
India is planning to take "some mili-
tary action" across the Line of Con-
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". , conventionalresponse,Pakistanl).as

\L (/, -

t
given a timely warning to India about

Off'- ~j Lt. Ge . (Retd) Sardar F. S. Lodi . any misadv,entu!e, Any mis?dven-
~ ' ture by IndIa will be met WIth fp11

trol in Kashmir, taking advantage of ..,~
,

. . think all these people in the interna- force," the Pakistani Foreign Mir(I
,

'S-

the fact that the US attention was 'qlnCe 9/11 India tional communityrealise that India ter said. .
focused on the battle in Iraq. . x:. ' has a much better case to go for pre- The US government found it nec-

The Indian PrimeMinisterMr AB "f,as mounted a emptiveactionagainstPakistanthan essaryto iI!unediatelycautionIn4ia.,
Vajpayee convened an emergency

am'P,~ I;nn ...0 the United States has in Iraq," he The State Department spokesperson
meeting of the Cabinet Co~ttee ,/ "" -::I' &' said, said that India must not use the US-
on Security. Senior Army and Air align Pakistan TheIndianBJP-Ied politicians seem led pre-emptive war against Iraq as aForce Staff also attended. Mr '. .

,

to be actively considering the option pretext for an attack on Pakistan. ""
Vajpayee said in the meeting that -, , , '

,

' " . " ' ofa pre-emptive strike for political" Any attempts to draw parallels be-
there needed to be a "permanent, reasons, but this may not be a con- tween the Iraq and Kashmir sitna-
solution" to combat terrorism in

~
"i

"

, sensus opinion in the armed forces. tionsarewrong," she said and added:
Jammu and Kashmir. s'rtto India to malign Pakistan in Even wnen India was planning a "The circumstances that made coali-

Since 9/11 India has mounted a t rUS perception. military operation against Azad tionmilitary,actionnecessaryinlJ:aq
well-orchestrated campaign to ma- -Sincethe Gulf.war India has been Kashmir during the military confron- do not apply in the subcontinent and
lign Pakistan to declare it a terrorist

~
tbOldened and is talking of a pre- tation there were officers who op- should not be considered a prec-

sponsoring state. Fortunately USand e tptive strike of her own, The In- posed the move. It was their conten- edent."
other European.countries have seen '~:

,

':an External Affairs Minister tion that an Indian Commando Bri- The Indian leaders fai~to appreci-
through the IndIan plan and refused Ypshwant Sinha said during an in- gade could attack across the Line of ate that the road to war m a nuclear
to go along. The latest killing is a terview to Agence France Presse "In- Control in Kashmir but it would be South Asia is no more an option. The
repeat performance of the dih will do whatever it takes to fight extremely difficult to extricate it answer to the outstanding problems
C1i:attisingpura massacre where at Ptlkis,tan-sponsored 'terrorism' in owing to terrain problems and im- between the,two countries is not a
least 36 Sikhs were killed on the out- K~shmir including possible pre- mediate counter moves expected pre-emptive military strike but a
skirts of Srinagar in Indian-held eittpti,ve operations." He went on to from..Pakistani troops in the area. peaceful dialogue between the Prime ,

Kashmir, . " S

~
yi~at~ternati~~OpiniOll;regard- ~aner counsels ~revailed at.the time Ministers of India and Pakistan. It,is ':
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Ians as theIr camp was located next pJecedent set by the Umted States- Owmg to the nuclear enVIronment some mIddle ground' dIscovered.
door, it was proved Iater.This was le

~"

Inl,'litary intervention in Iraq, "We India wishes to restrict her military This could later be built upon in the' '
done on the eve of President Clinton's d xive some satisfaction, because I action to Kashmir under the mis- spirit of give and take. 'h
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