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Departmentofficial,John Mallotwho truder" thus securing acceptance ous threat to Pakistan.If UScan do it,
counselledNewDelhito "Clean-upits from the international community of why not us? In Pakistan, there has
act in Kashmir". "LoC"being considered as a recog- been the usual sharp reaction. And

In mylast column,I ~ted How did we capitalise on this nised international border. It further India's explosive language has
the inadequacyof our Kashmir favourableturn of internationalopin- made gains in Pakistanitself formally brought in USadvice to NewDelhito
policyand the need for review- ion? Believeit or not, all that we did agreeing to respect the "sanctity" of hold its horses and as a corrective to
ingandredesigningit. I drew at- was to withdrawour Kashmirresolu- the Line of Control when its Prime Sinha's misconceived thinking of

tention to the centrality of the Kasij" tion at a UN General Assembly com- Mffiist.er signed the warrant of with- draWing a parallel from the Iraq war. *

mir issue in our foreign policy and mittee, Indiahavingsuccessfullycon- drawal of "intruders" at White "Anyattempts to drawparallelsbe-
how this single factor coloured and vincedWashingtonthat it was willing House's behest. - - tweenthe Iraq and Kashmirsituations
shapedour externalrelationsoverthe to.talk to Pakistan on Kashmir.The The ditchingof democracyand the are wrong and overwhelmed by the-,
years. The Kashmirquestion in fact fll'st of January 1994 saw the Indian military coup in Pakistan further <lis- differencebetweenthem. The cireum-
cameto emergeas the determinantof Foreign Secretary visit Islamabad to tanced the Americansfrom Islamabad stances that made coalition military
our search for securityand our deci- meet his counterpart. Pakistan failed and Clintonwho had promisedto take action necessary in Iraq do not apply
sion to align ourselves with the to realise that it was a mere ruse to "personal" interest in settling the in the subcontinent and shouldnot be
United States of America. A quick' lowerpressure on India.The meeting Kashmirquestion, wouldn't even like considered a precedent," said State

-, look was also cast at how India first lastedfor a fewminutesonly.Withthe to visit Pakistan.Allhe relented to do ])epartment's spokesperson Joanne
internationalisedthe issue, then made Indianofficialdeclaringthat Kashmiri was administer a stern sermon to the Prokopowiez. Islamabad need not sit

'I an attemptto backtrackandlaterbi- wasan integralpart of India,there peopleof Pakistanoverthe head of complacentwiththis Americansnub
lateralisedit (usingPakistan'svulner- was littleleft to discuss. Thiswas fol- the military government. to India. New Delhihas strong lobby

" abilityafterits breakup, to makeit lowedintermittentlyby a fewmore connections in Washington.It is
agree to settle alldisputes initiallyat get-togethers,the farce of negotiation Nine Eleven trans~ormed USA bound to persist with and step up its
least, .bilaterally). After the Simla peteringo~t after an exchangeof lists and the world. It was a wind- anti-Pakistan propaganda. There are
Agreement,India assumed that Pak- of issues. India thereafter, massively fall. Musharraf overnight receptive ears in the western capitals,
istan would no longer take up the increased its militarypresence in the ceased to be a persona non-grata. and Russiato pay heed toits well-de-
K.aalmIixi.di$puta,at,th~JnWimationallJ~p'ied I5talieJandr
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asexceptforrhetoriconthepartof miris'struggleforself-determination.PakiStdn(J3'S1VaritSfiigfina rnb'srqeericcr~&l Be'MVi , lIlUl&om-
the Pakistan's leaders, the question Pakistan failed to build diplomati- ingeniously and diligently done the palled by a redesigned approach to
remained consigned to the back- callyon the opportunity arising from necessary spadework), influencedthe the Kashmir question and unbacked
burner. the Kashmiris'revolt.It forgot to ed- mind of the US State Department, by an imaginativeand sustained pub-

TheKashiniriuprising,as a last~ ucate the internationalopinionthat as forging joint working groups with lic diplomacydrive,Willnot cut much
sort act of desperation,rekindledPak- a UNrecognisedparty to the dispute, major western po)Vers, now upped ice. Formal and virile statements by
istan's active interest and involve- it had every right to be involved in the ante. It demanded action against Musharraf,Kasuri,Rashldand our UN

-.ment. India unleashed brutal state- Kashmir when the other party had Pakistan. As US was busy in rep withouta back-upemanatingfrom
terrorism. The world took notice. In thrown in hundreds of thousands of AfghaniStanwith Islamabad's unqual- the international think-tanks, the
1991the HumanRightsWatch(USA) troops to suppress the freedommove- ified support, New Delhi bided its media and civilsocietyorganisations,
came up with a blistering denuncia- ment. It also squandered its most time. The internationally-uninvesti- political caucuses and lobbies will
tion of India'sbarbarismandreleased valuablehumanrights card at the UN gated attack on its parliamentbecame continue to fall short of securing the
a report of the atrocitiesperpetrated HumanRightsCommissionmeetings the excuse to post Indian troops on desired results. The foreign minister
by its securityforces.Asimilarreport in Geneva.So inept and unsuccessful the border. Along with this move it did respond to this crucial'lack-inour .

. W<ISreleasedbythe AmnestyInterna- were its efforts, in this respect, that successfully persuaded US to press foreign policy strategy, as expressed
~ tional. By 1993, USAstarted taking with every passingyear, it kept losing Pakistan to stop support to the Kash. in an earlier column but there is little

t serious notice of Indian violation of support till soon it found that it hardly miris. Musharraf was coerced to fall sign of the urgency of taking up the. humanrightsandinternationalcodes hadanycountryleftevenintheMus- in line.TheKashmiris'strugglehow- requiredinitiatives. .
~ of conduct. It may come as surprise limworld to co-sponsor a resolution. ever has continued and so has India's Finallythe latest diplomatic crisis. to someofthe readers ofthis column This performance was in sharp con- war cries tom-tomed by Advani ari.d must shake our government to under-

that in that very year USAssistant trast to the unending elOl:luenceon more stridently his handpicked BJP take a ruthless review of our ap-
i Secretary of State visited India and the subject by official and political extremist Yashwant Sinha. All inci- proach to the Kashmir question and
. madehighly.criticalstatementsabout bigwigs,within the country. dents of violencein India are immedi- as said earlier,redesign its policyand
'S the Indian behaviour and went to the ' Signs of a change surfaced after ately heaped on Pakistan.Nobodylis- . strategy. Merelyharping on denialof
" lengthof questioningthe very basis the two countries went nuclear but tens to Islamabad's pr9testations and support to the Kashmiri freedom
') of NewDelhi's claim of Kashmir's the goodwillgeneratedbyVajapayee's explanations. fighters parrot-like making appeals

"accession"to India.Alookat the In- visit to Lahore was lost in the,sound American attack on Iraq - a fora dialogueandissuingbravereac-
I I dianpress of that period showshow and fury of the exchange of fire at demonstrationof the preemptivedoc- tive statements only erodes the

suchstatementsunnervedthe Indian Kargil.Kargilindeed was turned into trine as enunciated by Washington, sinews of our stand and credibility.
governmentand how Robin Raphel a watershed by Indians. A better has stirred up Advani's imagination.
foundherselfsubjectedto strongcrit- diplomaticperformer, India was able His firebrand external affair's minis-
icismduringher nextvisit.Apiece of to persuade USAand other western ter invoking the ,Iraq precedent, has
advicealso camefrom anoth~ State countries to view Pakistan as an "in- hurled a crude though an unambigu-
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