
target in th!:!Terror war notwith- M BNaqvl mischiefis that they destroy trust and pe~
standing,thefiercemissilesracebe- Thewriterisawell-known andina possiblenuclearwarwouldleadto
tween India and Pakistan has gone journalistandfreelancecolumnist what would in fact be defeat for both sides. It

on, withone missiletestifiedbyeach recently. mbnaqvi@cyber.net.pk has become totally senseless. No cause is
Thecontextwasyet anotherincidentof grisly . wortha nuclearwar,not evenKashmir.The

murderof 24 Hindumen,womenandchi!- ~ WORDS
! fact is

.

that military means can achieve noth-
dreninDodadistrict,withfamiliarmutualac- . , ingpositiveforeithercopntry- exceptto
cusations.Independently,religiousparties are lead to each other's devastation.
demandinga newforeignpolicy.Theircase is Sino-Pakistan friendship has especially A hint recently dropped by Shaikh Rashid
simple: it waswrongto dumpTalibanand ac- helpful features. It is one sided; China does Ahmed,the InformationMinister,that a solu-
tivelyside withthe US.Thatapparentlymade not expect much in exchange,not even doing tion of the Kashmir problem looks likely
the IraqWarpossible.Ergo, let's stoppr<>=US as Beijingmay desire. Pakistan has regu1arlywithin two to three years but it willsatisfythe
policy and get the four air bases, now in US ignoredthe Chineseadvicein every majorcri- wishes of neither India nor Pakistan assumes
use, vacated. On Iraq, Pakistan must take a sis - the Chinese usually advise against ad- some significance. The ferment in the Pak-
more f9rthright stance and denounce the War. venturism and political means - but that has istani mind is shown by. the recent advice of
Detailsof the desired change are not clear. neither impactedon economicor militaryaid Jamaat-e-Islami'sQaziHussainAhmedto Pale-

This Musharraf-Jamaligovernment is, on that Beijinggives. Pakistanis get this aid for istan's Foreign Office.He correctly assumed
the contrary, proud of what it has achieved being who they are and where they are. It is that America is benefiting from the Indo-Pale
withits 'PakistanFirst' notion:Americansare for balance of power in SouthAsia and even hostilityand that the best wayto tackle the US
constructively engaged in restraining India the Americans do not look askance at it. But now is for Pakistan to talk to India - implic-
from an adventurist course; they have ar- for all that, the Chinese willnever fight Pale- itlyby doingwhat it takes. What will it take is
rangedfornearly$1.6billiongrantsorcon- . clear:Jihadhas to be endedfor good;only
cessionalaidandhavebeenhelpfulinper- To think that India would not -If then Indo-Pale talks would proceed. Remem- ,suadingthe ParisCluband IFI$(international V . ber HizbulMtijaliideen,the main Jihadi group
fmancialinstitutions)to be far moreforth- negotiateis silly,It hasto, in Kashmirassociatedwith Qazi.Hussain
coming in debt rescheduling, acceptance of Th ' h ' Ahmed'sJamaat-e-Islami.It once offereda
new aid programmes from IMF and other ereare Issuest at reqUIre unilateralcease-fireto India.Talkswereto fol.
povertyredu~on loans from ADPand WB. discussion and 'diveand take, low.That the ~ di~.notco~e.through~
The economy18,as usual, ready to takeoff. , eA, ,because of Indianpolitics.Qazidid tour IrU\Jor
~eantime, Pakistanhas built uP.$ 10 billion WarISnot anoptionforIndia ~pita1s of the world and 'Y38receive~ at the I
mMonetary.Reserves- analltimerecord. too Butit alsowantsaPrice' it highest.levels;h~ was obVIouslylobb~ for.lFewoutsidersagree that the economyhas ' , something definite.Good that he has revived I
actua1Iyturned the corner or that America's looksit hastobepaidfor the idea.remainingengagedcanberelieduponto pro- , Th Jih

.

d '
ducethe resultsthat thegovernmentfondly vanous reasons: ,e a IS
imagines. While carrying on an anti-American goingnowhere' Kashmiris
campaign based on the hoary pan-Islamist . ,' ,
sentiment,thedivines.remain-p~oid~t after sacrificmg 7t,tOO=young-
?ne-~yth~Bush,or his.successors, Admin- menand1.4Years O. f Penu" areistrationwillturnonPakistan.Theyknowthe ..J,
basis: P.ilistan has WMDs with means of de- not an inch nearer to
liveringthem;it isintenselypan-Islamist;it is , .
equallyanti-Israel; it is veritably the world theirhad,
headquartersof Taliban-al-Qaedakind of Is-

I lamic Revolution;all the al Qaeda boys ar-
I rested anywheredisplay Pakistan Pakistan; istan's wars on its presumptions and pur-

I

and its militant Islamists mean to bleed India poses. It advises against Jihad in Kashmir and
whiteby their Jihad. The US will not like all a resolution of Kashmir problem by amicable
that. Ergo, it willmoveagainst them. negotiations.Wehave seen that in 1971. Pale-

Well,Islamistsare not alone in this fear. istanis can certainly have some aid; but can-
The government too can see these facts. Ob- not hope to seriously influence the extra-pro-
servers with no rightwing sympathies who re- dent Chinese policies. Thus if it helps the
alise that grounds for such a fear do exist. Pakistani rulers' morale, such visits are uge.;
They also rea1ise that the government's eyes ful.
and ears might have been vitiated by less than Pakistan is rea11yengaged today with three
wholly objective perceptions. At any rate, it powers: the US (to which it has given all it
has to depend on its own machinery and wanted), IffiIia'ind China. Look closely.Pale-
agencies for implementing changes, with pos- istan's basic business is with India. The latter
sible risks of distortion or even failure. More- holds Kashmir in its military grip while Pale-
over, it is also not free from all illusions and istan wants Kashmiris' accession to Pakistan,
tendencies that had led to the policies of nur- if possible. Otherwise - what? It is wholly
turing and supporting Taliban.Its ability to unclear. MaybePakistan might settle for the
shed all those illusions can be doubted. But a third option as once or twice indicated.
change has certa.in!Y become necessary be. Maybe it will even accept Kashmiris' Azadi
cause the present policy is going nowhere. whatever is meant by Kashmiris or Azadi.

What precisely is the government doing -SiJu:!:.Kashmir's Jihad has lasted 12 years

today? It goes along as much with the US as it and mor~ repeatedly threatened
dares, does not say too harshthings about its war; it had in fact served notice even in 1986-
Waron Iraq and is carrying ona high trapeze 87 (Brass Tacks) because of Pakistan's nu-
balancing ~

.

act in PRterms: firm
..

declarations clear pro
. .. grammeand its .

implications for

, i \)fhot palti~athtg 'irfthewar whilEf'S'Ootf[ng ~llliUt~J~~ ~!LOOO;1ndJB;has~fusedAn\edtan 11 I!1l"WftI<)'"tIP~M\MBtet ~~ to-ta.1i'aftog~eJ'!tInd ~'t!\1~ M{,I\';{)lIullu-
farullah Jamali had had to postpone his US nications'aSin actual War. It'isiftotal dead-
and UK visits. He hashowever rushed to Bei- lock and.a flare up is still possible, though it
jing wherehewassure to be receivedwarmly. remains rather unlikely.Why? Because the
He has promises of eternal Chinese friend- reasons that made India desist in 2002 will
ship. Less than a $ 100 million aid for continue to operate in 2003 and perhaps sub-
Gwadar Port development and many big sequentlyalso.Nevertheless,a near war situ-
promisesbesides the description of Sino-Pale ation does obtain and the possibility of an
relationship being strategic in nature, with almighty clash remains.
clear dimensionsof continuedmilitarycoop- Why war has to be avoided at all costs
eration. Pretty solid it seems. But aren't there need not to be argued at length. Wars are
any limits to this friendship? fought for a purpose; they are politics by mil-

To think that India would not negotiate
I

is silly. It has to. There are issues that
requirediscussionand giveandtake. '

-WaNs notan-optiOItf~lt alSO
wants a price; it looks it has to be paid for
various reasons: The Jihad is going nowhere;
Kashmiris, after sacrificing 70,000 young
men and 14 years of penury, are not an inch
nearer to their Azadi. Pakistan also remains
helplessly caught in the coils of international
crises because of that fruitless Jihad, with no
initiative. These are too good reasons for
change.

Let's admit Pakistan is not in a position to
force a desired Kashmir solution on India.
Nor can India make Pakistan forgetits stand,
though it can deny a reasonable solution of
the problem because war is not an option.
Therefore, it is much better to accept the ad-
viCe given to non-official Pakistanis - though
perhaps intended for Islamabad;- by India's
former Naval Chief Admiral Ramu Ramdas
two weeks ago. It is an opening.

What he said was that both countries are
still committed to the Lahore Process and
documents exist that bear the signatures of
two elected Prime Ministers. India cannot, in
reason, refuse to talk on the basis of~ose
documents. Why not use this opening - of
course with a flexible mind that is free from
adventurism - and Islamabad will probably
see that both Beijing and Washington, not to
mention others, would support and may en-
sure that the dice is not unnecessarily loaded
against Pakistan in the ensuing talks. India
too needs to get off the hook just as much as

Pakistan doe~:--"..:;.c,.:J!iIP'In-I",;...~~
.. ~-Indmre1atio~not onlynor:'
malisation but also improvement, if we all
haveto growup into adultcitizensof free U

countries livingCheekby jowl m-In'ich natu- J
ral region. There is no reason why the region
cannot be normalised and harmonised to
make economic progress and achieve some

political harmonisation. Let's anchor the orig-!
inally-visualisedbldo-Pak friendship, based I
on a true people-to-peoplerapprochement, in '

the integration of a freely and preferentially
I

trading region - Saarc. I..


