
\tv~lf~JfReturnof the assassins i ., I

tf' he killing ofl twenty-four Indi.an politicians to r~tchet upthe Momin~ftikhar hypot~eses, of Limited strikeS, hot~ give a cofnmunal twist and create fur-
" Kashmirt Pandits at Nadlmarg, tensIOn as per dictates of the situation. F' tl b" 0, . t' pursU1ts,~lImited use of aIr power ther troutfle' in the IOK.
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ashmir, has ,shattereda'somew at masters at ca I ratm~ t, e tlmmg~0 accom lishment of an ',,' 'olitical or some ~Ime. es~ es t, ere IS alstrong demonstrated. that t e cosmetic'
enuous tr'W~Ullhty that of late had these stage managed mcldents to Yield Tt p b'ective~ hIs Placed the lobby m the Indian milItary hierarchy changes'by the mcumbent government

transcended the violent ridden vale of ma~imum divi~end~ in pursuing the!r ~~la~r~oYidcalleildershig in a ,tight 'which feel.s t~at Indians blink~d in a of ~?fti Saeed h.asfailed to bring.i? a
',Kashmir. Th.e massacre, coml~g on polIcy of coercive dlplomac.!:.vis-a-vIs spot. Senior military and' political contest?f will and Nadl~arg ~ay posl~,,:ec~ange m the secun~y milIeu J....

the he~ls of the kJllin~, of Hlzbul, Pakistan:. ' Indian leadership has repeatedly help ,India re-at~~mpt..Itsdiscredited obtammg m the IOK. The mcldent has,
~uJalNdeen leader, MaJld Dar, ,has ~h~ttlsmg~pura (~arch 2" 200~) blamed the Vajpaee-Advani led gov- doctnn~s of an offensIVerestI]cted to com~ 1s a blow to the state go.vern-
:mall~ sounded ,the death knell of the C.?l~Clded ~lth Preslde~~ Chnton s emment for seeking confrontation Kashm~r'al°.ne and y~t agam explore ment.s plans to bring back the ml~rant
healing touch charade, tol;1ted by VIS~tto .P~klstan. The hlJackmg. of With Pakistan without any clear-cut the limits of Pakistan s nucleJr deter- pund~~P?pul~tlOn and ha~ un~erh~ed

Mufti Sayeed as electlOneenng slo- Indian atrhner (Oct~be~~, 2001), Just attainable objectives, questioning the rence., , .'. ~ ~etenoratlon m .the sec~nty situatIOn
gans, ostensibly to lure m the wary prec~ded Tony Blatrs VISitto the Sub- wisdom of mobilising the Indian Third, some recent,pohtlc~l deba- ~nthe post.electIOn.envlronr~ent. The
Kashmm electorate. Contment on October 5.6 (the caper armed forces which achieved little if cIesby the BJP have forced 11,erto up mCldentwill come m handy m grant-

. Exactly three years and four days coul~f!"t sustain itself due to inept nothing at a' staggering cost to the the ante on Pakistan bashing, ~h.ich ingsweeping powers to the security
after, 35 Sikhs were slal~ at han.dlmg of th.e engmeered plot): US state exchequer. Indian political lead- ~as emerged as an, electl~n-wmmg apparatus, and ~elp gl<:>ssover the fla- ,
Chattlsmg~pura m IC?~, twelve men, Chle,f .coordl~ator on ter[(:)[Jsm~ ership is visibly ','underpressure and factor, I.n th~ sordid electl9neenn~ grant human fights vIOlations, co~-
wearIng olIve drab umforms ~f Indl:m Fancies Taylor s VISitto N~w Delhi Nadimarg incident provides an oppor- me~hamcs?f India. Nare~dra ~odl mitted by the\,ce~trecontrolled,secun-
army, armed

,~

.wlth assault nfles and was W
,

elcomed by a terronst attack (unity to self-righteously claim
,

th
,

at hass,u
,

cce
,

ssfully displayed m GuJarat ty.-forcesconducmg C
,

ou

,

nter msurgen-
putting on buret proof vests an~ hel- outside American Centre at Kolkata they were justified in seeking a will' elect!ons t~at the ~ominu~~lIy cy operati9ns a~aiJ~stfreedom fighters.
mets, descf'.ndd on the remote village on J~nuary 22, 2002. The attack on with Pakistan to overcome the fester- polansed, Hmdutva drIven polItical Lastly, the m~ldent helps to pro-
in the early hours of the night. In the the Ipdian parliament precipitated on ing problem of 'cross-border terror- dynamics yield positively to Pakistan mote the Indian psychological offen- i
bloodbath that 'ensued 11 Kashmiri December 13,2001, and triggered ism'. " bashing. Pakistan by extension has sive that freedom struggle in Indian is i
Pundits, II women and two ~nfants Ope~~ti~p Parakram,. the largest ~nd Secondly, the invasion of Iraq may become an external manifestation .of a terr?rist driven movement which
were ruthlessly shot to death. It ISlron- longest s!lstamed, military moblhsa- hold the key for understanding the the oppressed and harassed MuslIm prevails through ruthless apphcatlOn
I~althat this Hindu hamlet had a police tion against Pakistan. The attack on Indian motive for staging Nadimarg. Community i,nIndia, Nadimarg.gives of violence..Indian politicalleaders~ip
~Icket to prote.ct the Pundit popl;1la- Kalu Chak Army Caf!1pon May 14 In the aftt:rmath of September 1I a handle to frenzied sloganeenng of ,has,s~own Itself ~dept a~ th~ practice
tlOns. Out of mne pohcemen detailed occurred when US Assistant Secretary attacks Indians have tried to emulate HJP leadership to keep the pot of of uslllg such vIOlent Illcldents to
to'-~uardthe villa~e, three were absent of State for S~:)UthAsia Cl1ri.stina US, albeit unsuccessfully, to settle /communal hatred. bubbling to .sho~e make policy stat.ements and create
whll.e the other SIXwere asleep. ~he R.ocqa was VISItlllg~ew Delhi ~nd scores with Pakistan. The US adopted up the ,chances of BJP remamlllg m favourabl~ conditIOns for natIOnal
ass~lIants locked the pohcemen mslde virtually pushed the highly explosive unilateral policy of pre-emption in power. pohcy obJe~tlves. Consequently,
their room, where they remained till situation beyond the brink. Her visit 2001 has seen Indians stage-nianaged , Fourth, the killings of the Pundits names such as Chattisinghpura,
completIOnof the gory act. to New Delhi on September 24 saw a 12/13 of their own and launch have shilfPened the communal faulti- Kaluchak and Akshardham Temple

'~~dimarg' has become the latest the Akshardham Temple in Gujarat deployment of troops to browbeat ness in the IOK separating Jammu, have,become buzzwords in projecting,
addition to the blood soaked bench- under attack. Experience has shown Pakistan. As the US Operations Kashmir valley and Laddakh Regions. India as a victim of externally gener-
marks that have dotted the freedom that timings hold the key to high pro- unfold in Iraq, Indians may find the RSS is already vigorously prompting ated terrorism. Coinciding of

ic struggle of ~heKashmiri ~opulation file 1).ctsof .violence in IOK and India precedence 'tempting to revamp their the idea of trifurcating the IOK along Nadif!1arg ~ith meltin~ of snows in
1w~th a. perslstellt regu~anty. These and bloodbath of Nadimarg lends policy of limited war options restrict- the communally drawn lines. As the Plr PanJal Ranges IS a deveJ~p-
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t~e regulatI~g me~~~~_~m,used.~b~ this abhomng madness. strateg~.stsha~fvbee~..toYlllg with the ~~e kilIin~s are a 'si~ister design to ter p~~slbl~htles._.~- I


