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Manmohan- Musharraf meeting
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the UN podium avoided accusatory the fence on the Lineof Control,will- After years of refusal, India came,
references.ParticuJarlynoticeablewas ingne~s to open the Khokharapar up with its much-lauded initiative in
Manmohan Singh's remark that he route to Sindh.Not much is knownas April2003,whenVaJpayee5pQk~from
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meetinga realbreakthrough?No dialogue to yield "purposeful" and the two leaders ~ New Yorkin their, to agreeto attendthe Saarc S~t,in
doubtitwasa goodmeetingwith ')nutuallyacceptable"results. one to one, hour-longmeeting. Islamabad and be a party to ~he,fa-
positivesignals."I sincerely be- A cool understanding and a clear While little of substance has come mous joint statement. It p.W)taken'

lievethat todayis a historic day and assessment of the prospects for an out fromthe Pakistanside, indications eight months, thereafter, for the two
wehavemadea newbeginning",said earlyresolutionof the Kashmirdis- , of what ManmohanSinghstressed foreignministersto talkaboUtKashi
the Indian prinie minister after the pute 'needs to be seen in the context have come to light in a pre~ confer-~ mir in gener3.1terms, havingagreed to
meetingand added: "I feel confident of the interests and goals India is pur- ence held by him.Afterreiteta~ his il).JaI}uaryJ;o~clude it in the agenda
that despitethedifficultieson the way, suing ;vigorouslyat present. India's view that the meeting represented a for the composite dialogue. Manmo-
I and PresidentMusharrafwill work larger goals and interests demand newbeginningand.that the composite ban Singh is already talking of the
togetherandsucceed.inwritinga new peacefulrelationswithPakistan.Kash- dlalogue wouldbe taken to its ""con- "precondition"of cross border terror-
chapter in the histriryof our two na- mir and tension with the' neighbours, structiveconclusion",he reve!lledthat ism!,
tions". especially Pakistan adversely affects he had raised the questio~gftel1'orism,

Thejoint statementreferred to the the prospects of atta.iniI,1gits larget in the meeting. To quoteMr Singh "I The way~wehave been handling' .
Kashmir question in

,

these words: ambitionswhich include the acquisi- mentioned unambiguously to Presi- ' the Kashmir issue; it appears "",

"The two leadersalso addressed the tioI).ofthestatus of a globalplayerfor dent Musharrafthatthe 'starting point that Wewillbe made to toe the'\issue of Jammu and Kashmir and which it inter3lia seeks a permanent of,the,wholedialogue' is the commit- line determiii.ed by India, flrstby a.
( agreed that possible options fora seat at the Security Council. Its qur- ment givenby Pakistanin the January delay in the discussionof it and,then,

peaceful,negotiatedsettlementof the geoning strategic relationship with 6 staJ:ementthat 'Pakistanterritory or being fobbedoffwith 1isolutionwl:Uel\,
issue shouldbe exploredin a sincere USAhelps in ~ngthening itsmill,tary territOryunder P8kistan'scontrol will Indians may be able to afford to
spirit and purp~ful manner."As for muscle and economic prowess. Cur- not'be used for terrorist purpoSes. achiev~ thei,rlarger goals..and inter-,
confidence-buildingmeasures it said: rent P3kh,tan relation is an irritant There is a reference to the January 6 ests. In the meantime Kashmiriswill'
"Theyagreedthatconfidence-building that needs to be removed or at least statement and therefore there sHoUld be lured with the grant of autonomy

measuresof\aI1categories,under dis- softened. Trade,toUrlsm, people-to- be no doubt IlQoutthat ~pre-condition and a special status. The recent New'io
, cussion between the, two! govern- peQple ,contacts and cultural ex. formovingforward'.TheIndianPrime ' Delhi offer of "uncol,lditional." "'.
~ ments,shouldbe implementedkeep- ~es willcreate"conditio~ for the 11Minister stated "we cannot express with the Hurriyyat indicates the Way ""inginmindpracticalpossibilities in forging ofa more congenial climate ,confidenceinthesenteasuresiftel1'or- the wmd is blowing. With Kashmiri

the spiritof tije Islamabadstatement, and,hopefullyfriendlyrelationship,.If ist acts are on the increase.WeIcannOt leaders apd activists being killedal-
theyagreedthatCBMswillcontribute Kashmir blocks and 'slows down discuss anysubstantiveissueson con- most every day and support from Pale=".
to generatinga(Iatmosphereof trust progress on this front, it is time some- fldence-buildingme3$ure~)fterrorist ista.nblockedaltogether,howlongwill
and mutualunderstanding so neces- thing is done about it. There is alsopf acts are riotbeingcontrolled", the brave but ag{!ingan4, sick Mr
saryfor thewellbeing of tile peoples course the international pressure, es- In other words, India can stop or 'Gillani and' his' fatigued colleagu~s
of bothcountries." peciallyfrom USAfor peaceful condi- delay the,discussions on K@:Shmirby carry ontheir fight for freedom?',

Thetwoleadersfurther discussed tions in SouthAsia. ,bringingup alleged cross border ter- Can Musharraf use his new found "

the possibilityof a gas pipeline fron\Pakistan has for the, iastmany~orism. ~ this particular IIlatteris,so warmpersonal'relationshipwith Man-

Iran to IndiaviaPakistan:"Itwas felt~ earspeen entfeating,In<Uato~eJ,f).~Ji9o~use,d bY;~<li;Ilto,keel>~', ,m?h~ Sqtgh"
t?, ~e!iite the actug ~
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is' " -~,pIeof bothcountnes~d, shoW ~~ttal t~fi t Uft_1Ji~g~irol}~.m! au " s
consideredinthelargercontextof ex- question. Over the y;eiU's,~d espe- into confidence about~lte reality of ti~d to theiilpre~ex1;of "terrorism;',
pandingtradeandecQ,Ilomic~lations, cially after 9/11 Pakistan~ha'sbeen the situation.What;exactly is the rea- keep pushing away the goal posts? .It
betweenJndiaandPakistan." , yieldingground,includingwillingness sonwhyPakistandoesnot raisethe willalsobe'desirableon hispalt'like

It appears that the two,sides had, to "set aside" UN Resoluti6ns on question of strengtheningthe UNMil- .ManmohanSingh,to take the Opposi.
done some homeworkand prepared Kashmir,,commitment~.stop mate~ ~taryObserver's Gro
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up, whi~ derives 'tion an
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the ground through back;.channel con- support to the Kas~' struggling its mandate from a UN Secunty Coun- before the. Pakistani position on van- ". a
tacts specifically in terms of.QiXit- for their right of self deteI1niriation', ell Resolution? Let the UN MOG mon- bus options is determined.
Tariq Aziz meetings. The tone and not resplutely raising the question of, itor the L6C so that the accuracy of In-

. tenor of speeches.made.em;liet at the state brutal terrorism. in the OccUpied' ,dians allegations are ascertained and
United States General .Assembly{ Valleyand partsof Jammu,whilemilia verifIed. It is time Pakistan plays its .

which unlike the previous ~ddresses at has gon~ ahead with the building of cards astutely.
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The writer is a free-'lance
columnistbased in Lahore .
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