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.Exploringth~ alternatives
C

' ommentingon th~ Kash- tionalised the Kashmirdispute, changipgwiththe changein cir- ever, realism would only work if
mirdispute,FederalMinis- DespitePakistan'sconsistentand PervalzIqbalCheem. cumstances,Perhapsthat is why both parties 'opt for such an ap-
ter ~or InformaU~nand repeatedef~orts~o~hlight the ThewriterworksforIslamabadPakistan'scase on Kas~ir is proach.Ifeitherofthepartiesmis-
Media. Development dangerouslffiplicatlOnsof the PolicyResearchInstitute often referred to as consistent mterprets as has been frequentlySheikhRashidAhmedisreportedto Kashmirdispute,theinternatio~ . ',. and principled. Despite having done in the past, even a realistic

, havesaidthatthe disputemaybe com~unityhadearlieroptedto plcheema@Ipn-pak.orgacceptedtheUN,SecurityCoun. approachwouldresult in a corn.
resolved within the next three remainsomewhatapatheUc.The, cil's resol~Uonsdealingwiththe pletelailure.AdopUonof a realistic
years. Accordingto the published Indiantests, however,highlighted diationby formerAinericanPresi- fate of Kashmir'and promisedtl!.e appro!\Chimpliesstrongdetermina-
reports, the ministerbelievesthat the fears of a posSiblenuclearex. dent Clinton,Imrankhan, a crick- plebisCite,,Indiahas never facili- tion and courageous resolve to
the directionof incumbenttrendsin ~hangein South Asia.Giventhe et~r.tuxned-poliUcian,has sug- tated the"processof plebiscite.In- peace accompanied by a much-
internaUonaldevelopmeptsare in- hostilerelationshipthat existsbe- gestedthe nameof NelsonMandela stead someyears after accepting neededvisionof stabilityin the re-
dicativeof hopeful,signstowards tween India and Pakistan,',many to act as a,neutralumpire.Allsuch the UN resolutions, itqbegan to gion. \i
the settlementof the ~pute. These membersof the internationalcorn. suggestionsare meantto facilitate wriggleout of its conuriitmentsto The Indians are treading on a
rep~rts also quote the minister~ ~!JI1itybeganto (!nter:tain~e I}~: th,e initi~Honof a"proces!, ~hat. the ,UN-,Se,curi!y qouncil and the ~o~~ p~th. Assertion th~t
saymg,"...settlementmaynotbe m tlOnthat the worldmight exp,en- ffilght teatl to the much.des1fe~ started to ['change its declared KashmirlSan mtegralpartof India
accordance with the aspirations ()f ence an undesired nuclear war. peace in South Asia. , stance on Kashmir.With,-the lapse in defiance of the accepted UNres-
the peoplesof Pakistanand India, Cognisantof the pasthistoryof ,Recognisingthe fact thatPak. of some'mOre time, it' began to 1:Ilutionsdoes not.augurwellfor a
but we mustbe mentallyprepared different interpretations of the istanwouldberesponsiveto a third claimth~t Kashmiris an integral future settlement of the Kashmir
for that situation.. Scanning Kashmirdisputealongwithvaried party involvementandIndia"would part of India. dispute.Besides,onecannotafford
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(OtT' b~passagfliOf!1IlOr'vU\an'!i~"",fteed.oM(Struggle.~~In~~dt
~ IJ'aCteiioy'an ferestiIIgmixture"of mty gan tGFOCUSmoreattention havebeenpenodically} ting decades has made the con- no effortsto prepareIts people'Tor

1

- optimisn\and realism. Bpth aspects on the need tQ,oesolvethe Kashmir, the need for resolving the Kashmir ' 'flict over Kashmir rat~~r ~ «PIDPromisefj)11JIula.The minis-
of the statement - the direction of dispute. The acquisition of nuclear dispute and at the same time con. f!\ore complex. Given the develop- ter (or informaUon appears to be

, international developmentsand set. weapons by illdia and Pakistan in- tinuj>uslyincreasing th~ appli~~n IQentsthathav(! taken place dUljng preparing people ,that the antici-t tlement of the dispute under some jeered a sense of urgency. The past of pressure. Undoubtedly, interna. tlle last 55 years, it is not easy to pated peace formula may not come
~ formulathat maynot be ret1ective history of relationship between Uonal pressure is constantly in. fmd an aCceptablesolution.What upto theirexpectations.Therefore,
!!o,fpopular aspirations in the two India and Pakistan is sufficiently creasingon bothcQuntriesto finda theministerforinformationreport" it is imperativeto be mentallypre.

countries. are equallyimportant studdedwithuglysituationsto war. wayto resolvethe dispute. edlysaid is onlythe recognitionof pared and willingto exploreother
anddeserveattention. ,rant any allowanceon this front. Thesecondaspect of the state. complexitiesthathave,creptin over feasiblealternatives.Ifthiswasthe

, Ev~rsinceIndiaunderminedthe Perhaps that is why many world ment is somewhatspeculativeaIl~ the years,which,in turn, force all intention,then the statementeer-
stability of the operative nuclear re- leaders began to refer to Kashmir deals with the antidpated seftle- concerned to be,soIDewhatrealistic tainly deserves appreciation and
straints in May 1998 and opted for as the most dangerous nuclear ment of the dispute that may not be about the anticipated settlement. It support.

, nucleW;weapon tests forcingPak- t1ashpoint. In consequence, they in accordance with the aspirations is a fgregone Gonclusion that no Exploring, alternatives implies
" istan to do the same, SouthAsiahas initiated somewhat belated efforts of the peoples of Il\dia and Pak- party is going to quickly accept a not only that the concerned parties

been the focus of considerably in- to pmkesome progress towards the istan. Ever .sincethe ~ute arose, S()luUontl;latdoes not prqyide sub- in a complex situation have recog-
creasedtin'terestof the international re~olutionof the dispute. PalCistan has maint~ed that it stantive satisfaction. Realistic out- nised the difficulties and dangers
community. Initial efforts were.di. 'Notonly manyworld leaders of- should be resolved lit accordance come could indeed be a compro- involvedin the conflictsituation but
rected to prevent the nuclearisation fered ~eir services to mediate be- with the wishes of th,e people of mise or face-savingformula. Indeed have also demonstrated wi1lingn~~s
of South Asia but In~ determina- tween the two parties, many others Kashmir,which can b~ easjIyascer- the most appropriate way to work and courage to undertake such w.
tion to acquire nuclear weapons ir- offered facilitation in order to see tained through a plebiscite held out an acceptable formula is Uatives.Allsuch'iniUativ,esdeserve
respective of what the international the resumption of talks between under the auspices of the UN. through a concerted ,process of di- to be appreciated and encouraged.
community thinks,or what is good the two countries. Both insiders as Equallyconsistent has beeI\India in alogue. ,Likeall other regions of\he worl~,
fqr humanity fr.ustrated almost all well as outsiders have frequently its policy to avoid the holding of the It is indeed a welcome approach South Asia needs peace and ~bil-
world efforts. suggested the idea of a neutral UN.supervisedplebiscite. to admini&teriI\jections of realism ity in order to create ~ enVlfon-

But at the .same time the Indian third party's involvement. While In comparison to Pakistan, the especiallywhen one realises the na- ment for quick economic develop-
nuclear tests madvertently interna- APHCis currently seeking the me- Indian case on Kashmir has been ture of complexities involved. How- ment.,.... . - ,-",-"


