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tlAI of Sino-Indiantalks on Sikim, NewDeW in- Iywoodthat had croSsedthe limits in making
m az am ;Tdeed has agreed to revive the back-channel, war moviesis now focusingon peace themes

, ,revealec:1 a highly placed 'and m,ostreliable' andjoint prodUctions.If the flourishing~
,

A
': s the peace process moves and the source, consisting of National SecurityAdvi- in South carry no baggage against Pakistan,

composite dialogueis likelyto enter sor J N Dixit and SecretaprNationalSecurity the traditionally hostile North or the Hindi-
, a more substBfltivel,}hase,new ele- COImcilof Pakistan TariqAm. 11tiswaSIIJSo speaking cow-belt is now witneSsing an' up-

, ments and actors enter the fray male. assured by Prime MinisterMamndhan Singh surge for frientlshipwith Pakistan.As the UP
ing it more dynamic and Complex.The inter. that the ForeignSecretaryleveltaJkson the is- and Bihar governments led by lower castes-
playof internal and ~ dynamlQlis now sues of security and Kashmir will be more based parties are on'the forefront of friend-
beginningto have an impact than was antici- 'purposeful' and 'substantive'. ship with Pakistan, the governments in the
pated. Powerfullobbies are emerging to sus-, Overall, the two fol'.eignministers, who states of Pur\lab, Haryana Iiltd Himachal
tain the process ,making it difficult for gOY-have in fact developeda good personal chem- Pradesh are competing in getting the Wah-
ernments to wriggle out. The.Kasuri-Natwar istry, were able to pave the way for the' gas ,gah/Attarisector o~ed for both border co-
round,though,not prizedwitha breakthrough, pipeline from Iran to In~witMut haggling operation in all sectors and tourism. '

did break grounds for forward movement in on granting MFN'statusto India by Paliistari, Chief Minister of Pur\iab Capt Amrinder
some crucial areas, includingan understand- or New Delhi re'ducing its,tiriff regime to Singh was here and now Chief Minister' of
ing ,opa J>ack-cl1anll:eLMuchdepends now on allowIslaInabadthe benefit'of MFNstatus it Haryana OmPrakash Chautalais here to reap
MJJ8barraf-Manmo~ meeting on September had granted. Demilitarisationof Siachinis al--' political benefits in his home state. To settle
22 at NewYorkin settingthe,p3ceof the co~.' most agreed,giventhe agreementreached be- 'his'waterdisputewith neighbouringEast Pun-
posite dialogue.What are future prospects? tween the two secretaries, and joint survey of jab and run his election campaign, he is tak-

Althoughthe pace and results of the first the boundarypillarsin the horizontalsegment ing a bucket of 'sacred water' fromthe birth
round of the composite dialoguewere not as ofthe internationalboundaryin SirCreekarea plaCeofBhai Kanhaw as a part of 300th an-
bad as beingprojectedby the mediasinceyou is also a step forwaul. In terms of promoting niversarycelebrations of .. Bakhshish Diwa,s"
colJIdQotexpect,miraclesin the'pn$ninarY to1¥iSm.,and~ilgrimag~stq sp.credsites, the of J{anhajya.Thisbucket, alongwithfour urns

,xound'of initial eXchanges,the observers intw<lsides ~v~, agreed t6 introducegroupvisa. of water drawn from the birth places of Sikh
,..bothIndia and:Pakistan.feel that this has not Talkson Sriruigar-MuzafIarabadbus-routealid saints of Sewapanthisect'in Sodhra,Pakistan,

evenkept pace with an incrementalapproach Munnabao-Khokrapar rail link also move<l would be mixed with,the water from Anand
~ byNewDelhi.Andthey are, perhaps, ahead. The Joint Statement ~ed speaks of Sahib in India and wouldbe taken on a "har-
righ,t.While~to a Pakistan par_en- "the serious and sustained'dialogue to find a rrwny yaJ:ra"to various parts of Haryana to
tary delegation, former Prime Minister Vaj- peacefulneg6tiatedfinal settlement"of "boot- motivate the people with the ideals of Bhai
payee also expressed his concern over the era! issues, includingJammu'and Kashmirto Kanhaiya, who did not discriIriinate among
'slow pace' of ongoingnegotiation. Similarly, the satisfaction of both sides"! foes and friends while quenching their thirst
the Left is quite perturbed oyer the snail-pace ,and distributingwater. How,culture,religious

I of the dialogue process. As Prime Minister, No less important was the unequivocal traditions and the saints,across our borders
ManmohanSinghconsolidateshishold,avery , ,announcement by MrNatwar Singh to can play a positive role in bringing the two

" close friend of his says, he is likely to me- 'grant countrywide;multiple-enttyVisas people cloSerand advance the agendas ofcJ'e-
thodically take the process forward unlike to the Pakistanijournalists, ~ndorsed by Na- gional players can be best explained by M
'waywardand instinctive'apPl'9achof,hispre- tionalSecurityAdvisorJ NDixit, at the recep- ChaudharyChautala'svisit:' '
decesSor. tion hosted in honour of MrKhurshidKasuri; The fact of the matter is that the,respective

Whatshouldnot, however,be ignoredis organisedby SAFMAIndiain NewDeW.on ' " bureaucraciessteeped in traditionalrivall',y
that Indiawent through a most unpredictable September7.\Vhileboth the foreignministers ,'and overwhelmed with zealously guarding
election campaign,after the January 6 Islam- agreed to jointly support SAFMAbecome the their tiuf do not let things move forward in
abadjoint statement W'dSissued, and a new Apex RegionalBody at the next SaarcCoun. ,their respective spheres. Without the inter.
coalition government of United Progressive cil of Ministers' meeting, Mr Kasuri assured' vention of political leadership they can't re-
Alliance (UPA)headed by a techrtocrat, Dr SAFMAIndia that he willtry his best in recip- lent, nor can<intelligentquid pro quos and
ManmohanSingh, replaCed'a much stronger rocating India's goodwillgesture towards the 11 trade-offs 'across sectors be StruCk. The major
BltaratiaJimataParty.ledNationalDemocratic Pakistanijournalists by allowingsimilarfacil- issues that' still dog the composite dialogue
Alliance (NDA)government of Mr A B Vaj- ity to th~ Indianjournalists after consultjng' 'process, especiallythe dispute over Kashmir,
payee. The process was badlyaffectedby the other concerneClministries. But, it iS~regret- cannot be;handled in one-go,.bor are there
change of government since, it is alleged by table that the interior ministry in'Pakistanhas any quick~fixsolutions.They can be solvedin
highlyplacedsources in NewDelhi,the Prime tried to throw a spanner in the works by de- and through a process that allows;simultane-
MinisterOffice,run by National SecurityAd- parting ResidEmtEditorof IllnduStanTimcl\;, ous, progress in'all areas, especiallyby bliild-
visor to MrVlVPayee,Brwesh Mishra,did not MrKanwarSandhu. It may'alsobe mentioned ing~bridgesacross Northern India and Pale-
l~ve anyrecord of understandingreached (if that MrNatwarSinghwelcomedthe visit;()N7'" listan. This'is time for our'Pur\lab to take the
there was any) with President Musharraffor PakistalIijournalists to J&Kand a very high lead since',Lahorewillbecome the epicentre

, thenewincumbent.Yetthe processnotonly profilevisitofsectorleadersfromPakistan'to, of IndO-:Pale~o-operatibnwhich will, in ~,
survived,but also deliveredcertaincrucial theIndianPur\labbeingorganisedbySAFMA. help resolve'the dispUteover KaShmirwhich
confidencebuildingmeasures. Not only that the peo~le on both'BiIles ;mustnot be dealt as a 'territorial dispute' but

Nodoubt the Kasurt-Natwarround started want peace and steady' movement; on"all "as an iSsueof,the Kashmiripeople and their
with highly charged statements 'on the 'cen- countsand peacefulsettlementof disputeS;'~ aSPirations.Let there be no hurdle in the way
ti'ality' of the Kashmirissue stressed by Pale- eluding KaShmir,quite powerfullpbbies' an4' 'of Kashrniri people, in interacting among
istan foreign minister and Indian external ai- influentialregional'cotlstitiiencieshave.g9t'~~j"ri tl1e~lves: The'solUtionlies ina process that

. minister'srebuttalwithanaddedconcerntivatedtopush theprocessf~in the"era'tnust so~ LoC,notstrerigthenit, as Should'j
~.u,j the"~ IR
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wee anner.XR¥\o~ liiwa re.Jecte p..A-' ouses are ve..)'KeenUl,entel1"'~IIlJOUltP[lf . " , .' ' ,-
istan's proposal to appoint a specialemissary jects and openingup trades on a,win-winbaSiS ThttWrlter is a Staff member
fortaJks od Kashmir,as was done in the caSe with theirPakiStalUcounterp~and the BoI. imtfA7.J\JAmpak@yah~.eom
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