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are no, occasions tQ look f?,r ,,'," the bureaucrats, led by the Paldstani Foreign
I 'breakthroughs.' The planned The,wrlterISaf\,Islamabad-basedse. Officebelongingto variousministriesre-

"

September22 New YorkMusharraf-Manmo- CUrltyaf\aly~t,IS~lell~w01theHar.' lateQ to the disputes being discussed
han Singh sumrirlt me~ting can be no,,~cep. var~UmversltyAsia~ef\ter through the co~posite dialogue. Regular in-I tionto this rule. The fourth meeting betwe~n f\aslmzehrahotmall.com teraction at theSe levels has been useful in-

f the non-foreign office channel; Tariq;Aziz Kashmirthe Pakistani establishment showed sofar as it has clarified the respective posi-'
t' the secretary of Pakistan's i'lationalSecurity unprecedented flexibilityby.showingits will- tions of thenegotia.ting parties, There is a

Counciland J NDixit of the Indian National ingness to set aside the UNSCresolution difference hOweverip the way that the three, a
SecurityCouncil,took place irlJ;>ubaion S~t.- calling for a plebiscite to enable Pakistan,strengths of comm~mcations of either, sides
urday to perhaps iron out possible hurdles India andthe Kashmiris to artiveat amuty- ,'coordinates amongthemselv~s. In,Delhi the
to the meeting. lein fact the Ind,i~ did con- ally acceptable solution to the Kashmir dis- NSCadviSor,the"Foreign
veyto I>aldstanthat the 'planned Mush!l1'raf- pUte, Two, on the ground Pakistan s~nce MiniSterana Ministry of External Affairs
Manmohan meeting was conditional to no November 2003 has maintained ceasefire (M~) coordinate stt>ategyand negOtiating
mention of theKashmir dispute by President along the LOC,the Pakistani:establishment tactics verYcloselY.In fact theNSC advisor
Musharraf in his General Assemblyspeech, subsequently opted to not criticise India for DiXitis alwaysaccompamed by an MEAof-
then Musharraf ne,e<isto fully understand "constructing a fence along the LoCaM also ficial'to the Aiizmeetings. While the M~
what are the dialogue objectives and expec-'created conditi°I¥l since the ceasefll'ewhich official does not p~icipate inthe meeting,

i tations for India's Congress government. is enabling the Indians tp solidifytheir con-, DiXituses him.as a sounding board and a
I Only when suIl1mit meetings are the culmi- trol of the disputed£erritoty by constructing record, keepeJ; of the meeting. \

t nation of a dialogue procesS conducted by ro,adstrlM:~ and bill;1kersnear.the LoC, , In Pakistan meanwhi,lein,recent months
two parties with common objectivesin mind, ..Alsothesignificamdecl."ease in the cross mter-institutional coordinationhas increased
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, the negotiatirlg ptUties do not acknowledge acknowledge by even ~ndia.'s own national ~el and the 1?A is minimal. The president
, the validity and necessity of logic, legality' security advisor J N Dixit in his September himself chairs regiIlar institutional meetings
. and flexibility,in achieving results from any ',: meeting with Pakistani delegation in Delhi. to ensure coordination in policy'making on

dialogue,summits cannot bring about breaK- In fact he maintained that if this decrease India. However unlike the MEA, the MFA,
throughs. continued.India could consider reduction of does n.ot appear to'be in the informatiQn'

r

'

Paldstan and India experience<ithis at the Indian security for<:esin Kashmir. Publicly loop on the back channel intera~ion plus in
July 2001 Agra Summit. At Lahore in Jan- however the Indian Foreign MiniSterchose the substance of discussions. Azizis a non-'
u~ 1999andinIslamabadinJanu3.11\.2004 to sayth~reverseon infiltration! ," diplom~,thePresident'strustedbackchan7~,
sum~its.produced agreements, tho?gl1M ,'". Three,thepreakdownin t~eDelhi-xrHC nel, h~int~racted ~th ~he~ericans and\
varyIng UI'lportance, only whentprefaced by "r'dialogue,.,APHOfeaders-from Its twotactioJlS"!.~ 'the Bntish before,begmnmg his engagement,(

f back channel negotia.tions.TheLahore Surn- "navepubll'cly"tejected to continue with the' with ti\e Irldiansinlate 2003. Azii reports di- "
1 mit howeverwas also prefaced by many dialoguesincethe Congressgovernmentan~ Fectlyandonlyto thePresi<ientwho"remains

high-level bilateral meetings including the nounced that ,the talk will be helg\\jthin the ,the centr.e of policy-maldngand execution.
very significantSeptember 1998 Nawaz-Vaj- parameters 9f the constitution.~These lead- ,Clearly any meeting between India's new'c
payee NewYorkmeeting. Through the meet- ers are well aware of the strottg Kashmiri PririleMinister and 'pakis~an's President
ings a common approach to post-Nuclearbi-" sentim.e)itagainst acce~tingKaShmir's posi- Musharrafwould be an im.portantone, How-
lateral dialoguewas evolved.Nawazand tionas an integralpartbf the Indi~ Union, ever,in preparingfor sucha meeting '°'

Vajpayeeag~eed to the 'Kashmir-plus' dia- Ii1.this case they have opted to breaKthe di~ I PaKistanneedS to take a ~linical assess-"
logue approach; that Kashmirwo~d acquire alogue to maintain their political supp°rt\me~t Qfthe currentdialbgue process. While
central focus

,

'while operatio
,

naliSing the base among the Kashm
,

iris. The4PHChas 'both India and Pakistanhave'wiselycon- '

I1997 composite dialogue formula requiring demanded that onfy a tripartite' dialogue eluded to persevere with the dialogUe,in the
solutions to other bilateral disput~., "'" would enSl1l'eprogress towirdSthe solution irlterest of sustlUnablepeace Paldstan,needS

Currentlythere is unprecedentedinter- ofKashmlfdisPllte. ;' to
,

state unambigu
,

ously its expectati,ons ,from ~
IactionbetweenPakistanand India,both at " . the dialQgue'process. MeanwhilePalq.stan

officialand unofficla1levet Yetfrom the'twQ F' our,'India's approadi to dialogueis c¥inotbe irilpat1entabout see}dnga quick,
capitalSthe real uncensored message is not,.' operat!onallya:Kashmir.~inus ap- solution t

,

othe KL~ir dispute.A sudden
of optim.ism,Pakistanmaintainsthat tim.e- proach.WhileIndiaseeks'to proceed rush on KashmirwithOllta systemof check
linMand solutionsto tne Kashmirdispute I fasttrackon institution1illinKage~ari.d'CBMsandbalanceswhileexamiriingpossiblesolu-
must be discussed. From Delhi the regular includinginteractionbetweeh artists, poets tion can cr~ate more-in,stabilitythan stability

, com.plainof cross=bordefinf1ltrationis and'menof'tIiearmedforcesit 'is'ona slow ,inSouthAsia, ,'I
heard; Five elements of the current situation!' track on dispute settlement. In additio

,

n to For now it ~ppea.rs'that the Congress
needto be itientified. ' ",' , Kashmireven orCSiachin,WullerBarrage governmentis notkeento take,tre di31oguerl

On~,Pakistan's approach to the dialogue and Sir Creek only'negligiblemovement has fQrWardon Kashmir. Delhi's strategy is,to,

ID2004 is ~ery differ~ntfr°JJ\,itsearlier ap-}ak~h; J?la£e."Ind~a's foot dr~ggi~~ and i~-, c~ip ~",a~ on Pakistan's p()sition on K~h~j
Proilch. In 2004', Pakistan has adopted the '{lex1b1lity'onall 1ssues relatmg to Kashffi1l' It)1I',bilaterallyandthroughexternai'adVlSe.'
'Kashmir Plus' approach to dialogue with includirigtlealing ,with~uman rights viol~- ))eW needs to change thIs approach and,
India. Specificdecisions onCBMs including tions, stahing the' Srinagar-Muzaffarabad 'look for a sustainable and just solution in the till
institutional1inkagesandexplorationofnew bus s~mcelalt ilidicate,Inc;lia'sK~shmir- ' mediumterm. ',' r ,1 n'
areas of ~oopera.tion including ~n~rgy:,re" ')~\in,~5\a.~J?t9'~ch}9,~a1pg~f!In fact India , ,~UI1Units,are ,u~efutoccasions ~ clearlyJ Id'
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plored. The 2004 Kashm1r plus d1alogue derinfiltratlOn"1Sat1;emptmgttilboth deflect, c.aN1Qtbe:reason for chippmg away,!tt,one's
strategy has visiblymoyed faster than it'did fridus Irdm:~e critical question of Kashmiri 'oWnposttion. SuII1mitsarehot an "end,unto" j

in 1999. In opting for this Kashmir plus ap- self-determiriation anticitJhesame time neu. ,themselves.They can however be lfuportant. '! J
proach Pakistan and especially the militaI)' ,tra1i~ethe pressu!:'e'froin PakIstanis and' m:aris for t!l-kingcritical steps forward in
leadership has !>pted to meet India. halfway KaslWUris., , ' "." " , '1 deeply troubl~dbilateral relations. Millions, 1i

giventhat Indiahad alwaysresisted'paki 'FiVe, cutreritl,ytlrefe,a.rethree,strandSof in SouthAsiahencehavetheir eyes on the
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