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T
he word from both Islamabad and N I ." Z h tainable~resolution carmot be found. Thelre-
NewDelhiis that the dialogueprocess as m e fa port alSOl!!Comtnendeda bigger role for the
is m?ving satisfact:°rily.That it.must Thewriteris.anislamabad-bas~dse- Uni~tl.atiops,MiljtaryObservationGl'?uP.on
co~tinue.After all rn the .June-August curityanalyst,i$afellowofthe.Har- India,~q .~(UNM;OGIP)' ~omtonng

r?un~ of bilateral ta.\lq;held to ~ all the yardUniversityAsiaCenter 1?CVlO~Ons. IndiA luis repeated]y called for
eight ~ssues.under the composite dialo~e, nasimzehra@hotmail.com disbandingUNMQGIP;. . .
bothSidessw.dthat the ta1kswereconstructive . . . Aqoroll.ary~to this has been Delhi's rn-
and candid. Alongsidethese positive expres- last .ForeignMinisters'SAARCmeeting Islam- ~ accUsation against PakiStan support-
sionsexistsignsofconcern. abOOin July,wherePakistansoughtspecific mg'croSsLaCinfiltration.Indianfailureto take .

O~e, very few concrete outcomes have dates from India on the talks,there luis been any,~le steps in reducing massivehuman;

t

l

flowedfromthe eight rounds of compositedi- no response from'the Indians. Earlier there rlglrt'sviolationsare obvi
. .ous1y being linked by.. .

, alogue.Thereluisbeen an exchangeof a ~ had been differencesover the,compositionof the Indiansto increase in PakiStani.support to .
agreement in June on advance notificationof the delegationfor these talks.~ informal so-called."crosS-border terrorism."' This claim 'I
missile testing. This was a follow-up of the exchanges India haS expressed reservations. notwithstanding,topIndfunofficialshaveCOn-!
MOUsigned during the 1999 Pakistan-India ,over~'s decisionthat'State docwnents' cededpver thj'!last,one year at least that so- I
summit held in 1999. The Indian draft, given and not national pi1ssportswillbe used cross- ca1ledcross-LoCPakistani support for tross
to Pakistandurlrlgthe June dialogueonPeace LOCmovementby KaShmiris.LoC infiltrationluis greatly,d~. Yetthe
and Security,is being examinedby Pakistan. Agreement to reopen theirConsu1atesin Kashmiris in IRK.have not experl~ncedany
Alsoleniencywillbe shownby the two sidesin Bombay and Karachi has been reached. Yet mlijor,reduction in State-perpetratedhurnan

, issuingvisasto certaincategory of visitors. PakiStan'slatest reiteration of its decades old", rightsviolation.
However, on other issues ranging from"

Siachin to the ~ar Barage"fr°ffi: terrorism ThedialogueProCesswhile
.M

gainst thisba<:kdrop, on botl\~sidesof the ,

to trade,fro~SirCreektoKashmir,thetwo ..' , .'. border questi,pnshaye,b~e~raise,~t~
sides,not unex~ecte.dly,haveusedthe first still contmumg,seemstobe ". ardingsince~tyinp~uing the~-
ro~d of c~mp

.. OSitedialo~e to merelyrepeat switchingtrack
.
s. Fromthe' .. logue process. '1)tere 18expectationtl1a,t tangb ,

~~u:o~~~o:r:fu~e::&~~~ sieady"ooieCFtracklaladOin-r-t~tf-M6e~~~t:n~~J:
tionoftheSiachinglacier.Indiawhonowfie- .

llyb 4' I di. Secretariesand the ForeignMinisters.Forgen-
gallyoccupiesthe areaWestofthe linethat per~ona . f lOrmern an uineprogressPoliticalcommitmentto nor-
jo~ NJ9842andtheKKI,1assseeks~enti: PrimeMinisterVlIipavee and ~on ~d improvementofbilateral'rela-
cation of the current location of the PakiStani '. ". .' '"U. 'J ' tions 18reqUired.

.. andIndianforces.Earlierm1992Indiahadde- thePaklstamPresident Perhapstheonekeyfactor~ suchaneffort

mandedthis authenticationandgivena for~, General PervezMusharrafit is the consensUSbetweenthe ~o sideson
mulationforthis.~~ Indialuisneith~rruled . .' " What would ~ the basis of resolving existing
out nor agreed to the relocationof its forces, nowappearsto,beveering bilateral-disputesas wellas for cond.ucting
PakiStanis not willingto authenticatethe pre- . . d li

.

1 " inter-state~ons? Willitbesomeprincipl~,
sent positionof the twoforces. PakiStanseeks . towarsas. pperys ope. l~~ framework,internatiortallaw,l!Ndecla-
acceptanceof the,linebyIndiathat has de Resolvind disputesma" ftti9I\Orbilater¥agreements?Will'muscle
facto existed and was accepted internationally

b,.UIfI, 'J. play"approach or 'fair play' approach, will
since the Simlaagreement. not eeasy \ ~ force-st\1ddedinflexibilityor enlightenedflexi-

'!\vo,India'srepeatedcommitmentto dia- . I . i)i1itywork?Theanswerto suchquestions
logueisnowbeingcoupledwiththe.complaint , ,'heliCIs to",oe,workedoutin'Ne~I1elhiandIs-
against illcreasein "PakiStan-supportedcross- , requestthatIndiagivePakistanthep .on 1amabadan~,thel\at theneg?Jtiatingtable..This
borderterrorism."Significantly,Qnthe Inde- of its founderQuaid-i-AzamMuh ad All .iscrucialforachievingsubsta.Jrt;i:veoutputfrom
pendence Day while India's Congress Prime Jmnah~shome in Bombayluisbeen m with a 'the CUlTE!nidWogue, ,
MinisterManmohanSinghcalled for dialogue clear refusal. The Indian Prime . r Nar- Clearly,anapproach to dispute resolution
with PakiStanwith sincerity,the Indian Home ismhaRaoin 1996,likemanybefore, , had wll~~er oh wuUar Barrag~, Siachin, or Sir
Ministryproduced,a report claimingthat Pak- made a commitmentto hand the J house Creek, }vhich~eks holding on to what is in
istan was involvedin "trainingterrorists" and to PakiStan.India gave it ~ to a tural possef\Sionofeitherside,without~ferenceto
sendingthem to IndianoccupiedKashmir. instimtion rurqUngunderits'. . of Ex- anylegaJityot..bilater8lcommitment,is no for-

The sentiment, however, on the people's ternal Affairsih 2001. Givingthe $m prop. mula fotdispute settlement. Itwillmerelyper-
front seekingnormalisationand in fact friend- ertyto PakiStanwopldhave been a od:on- petua!;eme ~p.o-fak hostility~ the long run,
ship betweenthe two countries waSalso eyi- fidence-booster. ay. contrast. in.2004 whileappeariitg to reduce it on the short run.
dent. Reportedly,a large number of people Pakistan's~e Minister Chaudhry hUjaa1i The history QfPakistanIndia relationB'clearly
gathered on August 14 and 15 at the Wagah Hussain took the initiative.of . a boY'8. indi~ thafintemal ~ of t!ithel'eoun-
border tojointlycelebratethe independenceof public school in Chakwal, .the'birth lac~ of .try;,the international pressureimd ofteitthe
thetwocountries.' ManmohanSingh,afterthe~dian. . e MiD,. hjglicostincuriedl)y'~itherSide,irIupholIDng.

The dialogueprocess,whilestillcontinuing, i$ter.j their ~epositioIl!i, luisneV~r.led.tothe
seems to be switchingtracks.From the steady Improvementin PakiStan-india ns re- solutionof anybilateraldispute.Thesefactors
footedtrack laiddownpersonallybyf(>rmerIn- mains tied to developments.onIRK. $r the maYhaV'eonly led to temporary reduction in
dianPrimeMinisterViijpayeeandthe Pakistani last fewweeks, signjficantdeve1opmetshave bilateraltensions.
PresidentGeneralPervezMusharraf,it nowap- takenplacethere. One,th.ein~ in .olence Given their geography and their sodo.
pears to be veeringtowards a slippery slope. in IRKthe end of APHC':Delhitalks, o,the economic challenges, India and Pakistan
Resolvingdisputesmay not be easy.After all increaseinviolencein.IRK.Three,Jhe ncem both~uSt have a stake in making the <iia.-'
dispute.resolution in only one round of talks exp~ over the proWems,C3lISedto .. logue process generate positive outcomes.

.oneach of the,~ji.ss!J$S~QtlP,Qmble,,;A bYAn~~~ieI!.lQ}'p}tm~iID.,uIKlrIdi8:fl ¥etJ\one aI'P~arso desperate SQJlSto rush
~.~aefiniti~~~(J!JI~O~ ~~Yr~,qt;h~l. .l!A.t1I:e4;..~~duFac~}~t~~an1d
ufore,bepremature: . .11.IHt<;u.IIF;'Ic Janimu.ana~iilii~~. ur!~e. ~n peace.qQ}VIrig.~~f1In. th~ .

l' Yetothernon-dialoguerndicatorsoncom- EuropeanUmon'sreportonthe. dis- tics or from 'bleeding tacticswoUldbe,un-
" dence buildingtoo are not too promising.The pute which categoritaUy.stated that 'thout wise. Peace will flow from only a sincere,
i bilateraltalks for startingthe Srinagar-Muzaf- the participationof lndia,PakiStan an KaSh- prin,dple-based and mutually beneficial ap- '

fabOObus servicestillremainstalled.Sincethe 'mir in resolving the Kashmir dispute a sus- proach to conflict resolution.
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