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.Mending fenc~s with India
, q#f.~~ tt~ ~.~.o.3 "..'

Q
azi Hussain Ahmed, Amir , sternopponentof Israel.Iri~ on the
of Jama'at-i-Islami, has MirJamilur,Rahman other hand is buildingstrongbonds

. proposed that Pakistan ' . "with Israel. However;the burgeoning
should mend its relations ThewriterISafreelancecolumnist Indo-Israelrelations do not deter Irari

ynthIndiaprovide~it ~cceptsthe,ex- mirjrahman@hotmail.com fr?m p~uing bilateralcoo'perati~nIStenceof Kashmir dispute. He has WIthIndia, Israelmay not likeIndia
been constrained to make this pro- and Iran getting closer, but India h~
posalbecause in his opinion normalisation with India willhelp the strength to ignore Israel'('!objections. The US of course
Pakistan to free itself from American bondage. It is a very would like Iran to remain isolated and may express displea-
thought provoking and positive proposal especially'coming sure on Indo-Iran amity. But India can withst;md American
from the, leader of a party that has usually pursued a very pressure and continue pursuing a foreign policy that serves
hawkishpolicytowardsIndiaandwhichin the pasthadbeen its nationalinterestsbest. '

known for its pro-Americanstance. Qazi Sahib has not subjected his proposal for Indo-Pak
QaziSahib could not have made this proposal at a more normalisation to the resolution of Kashmir dispute. Tosetthe

appropriate time. Currently,our relations with India are at the ba!).rolling, hemerely demands that India accepts Kashmir as
lowestebb; they could not get any worse as President"Mushar- a dispute. This~will'appear as a very significant departure
raf has remarked. Air and land links between the two neigh- from our post-Kargil stand, which insists that ,Kashmiris the -
bours are suspended. India after recalling its High Commis- core issue and unless progress was made.in the resolution cif
sioner from Islamabadhas driven out our High Commissioner this dispute, the process of normalisation can Wait.However,
from NewDelhi.Both have considerably reduCedthe strength it is not as significant a departure as it sounds, Until the 1965
of their diplomatic missions. Both take delight in playing tit war we had normal relations with India despite the UIU"e$Olved
for tat in the intimidation game against each other's diplo- Kashmir dispute. The 1965 war changed it all. Except for.
mats. The cable operators in both the countries are forbidden short tension-free interludes, the two countries since then
to relay other coUntry's TV channels. have been living on tenterhooks.

. Commerce and trade is non-existent. India and Pakistan sharing a We'should not comfort ourselves,
Both deny air space to each other's b d f ly30

'

00km
, t with the thought that Americaor UN,

civilianaircraft. India has also broken or er0 near Jus willinterfereon our sideto helpin the
sportslinkswithPakiStanand has de- cannot afford to live in perpetual liberationof Kashmir.Wetend to for-clared that it will not attend any in-, ", ' , get 1965 and 1971 when,the world
ternational or regional event that is enmIty, They s1i:ffer,and theIr people was dividedinto two camps, one led
heldin,Pakistan. , . suffer more, As Pakistan needs to by.theUSand the other by t~e Soviet

)ndia and p"~stan nurse le[lOUS. " bink
't 1T'..<!lnli~~' dia , 'Uruon.The Cold War was at its peak.

grievances against e"i'CliOther,not oIify-ret ISI\AOIIIIIUI"'U"1, &AI .. We-werein the US camp~an!nndia had
on K~ but also on some.other ~- too needs to redes1c1n its Pakistan, treaties with th~ So

,
viet Union. ~e

sues.Pakistanhas been making over-" ,"eA> 1965 war ended IDa stalemate and ID
turesfortalksbut.India'sconsistentre- policy,~, PresidentMusharraf 1971wesufferedthe disint.~grationof
fusal to come on the table has I. d '

Ku
AI L 't t ..l. our country. In 1965 war the US

intensifiedthe impasse. Manyworld remarl\e m "Ala ~pur, I iU\eS placed an embargo on militarYsup-
leadershaverepeatedlyurgedIndiato two handsto clap,Indiahasnot plies to us and in 1971 it could not
start talking with Pakistan but to no ef- d d t I " to prevent India attacking East Pakistan.
feet. So, how couldwe switch from ten- respone excepcomvauung If the Cold War couW not prompt the
sion-ridden to normal relations, as Qazi PresidentBushthat cross-border us to intervene on the side of an anti-

Sa!t.ibhas proposed, witho~t compro- terrorism
,
hasnotstopped So~et allyengagedin a war againstaffilStngour stand on Kashmir? ' SoVietally,thenwhyshouldwe expect,

Qazi'sproposalhasnot comeas an its helpagainstIndiain the post-Cold
offthecuffremark.Hewasaddressingtheofficersofthe for- Warperiod? , . ' '

eign office when he floated this proposal. The soundness of Normalisation with India does not entail that Kashmir di&-
this proposal becomes apparent when we look around our pute will be frozen and forgotten. In this regard we should
neighbourhood. Iran our traditional friend has gone an extra take lesson from our friend China. It has neither frozen nor
mile to build friendly relations with India. Its president Syed forgotten Taiwan. Nor it has abandoned its stand on the bor-
Muhammad Khatami recently witnessed the Republic Day der issues with India and Russia. China has just put these
armed forces parade in New Delhi in the company of the In- problems on hold so it could devote its fullest attention, en-
dian Premier Atal Behari Vajpayee. The New Delhi Declara- ergies and time to the buildiilg of a prosperous nation. It has
tion signed by India and Iran envisions a 'strategic partner- not become a hostage to its outstandimfproblems. It has more
ship' between the two. They have signed half a dozen important things to do; the problems could ~ait. China is "

protocols including one for technical cooperation in the de-' reaping good harvest by adopting this policy.lfis regiStering
fence field. the highest growth rate in the world. It is attracting foreign

Iran has been driven by three reasons for seeking close- investment in billions of dollars. '

ness to India, and to China and Russia as well. First, it needs India and Pakistan sharing a border of nearly 3000 kmjust
to blunt the American menace that it has been facing since cannot afford to livein perpetual enmity.They suffer,and their
the Islamic Revolution. The US had placed:lran in the so- people suffer more. As Pakistan needs to rethink its Kashmir
called ~s of evil' and slapped economic and Inilitarysanc- policy,India too needSto redesign its Pakistan policy.AsPies,-
tions against it. And it is common talk that Iran will be next ident Musharrafremarked in KuaIaLumpur,it takes twohanciS
after Iraq. Second, Iran wants to build its economy on a firm to clap. India has not responded except complaining to Pres-
foundation. For that purpose it needs trading partners and ident Bush that cross-border te~orism has not stopped.,
buyers of its natural gas. Third, Iran 'badly needs to improve Talks between Pakistan and India still seem remott., The
and modernise its defence capabilities. Europe under Ameri- way 'out from this impasse could be found tithe two couri-

can pressure is reluctant to sell military' hardware to Iran. tries start taking confidence-building measures unilat~There
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,needs. , . .' qeate an atmosphe,re of trust and a!1rityb~tween. .~,§"
l' "Iran ~~ strong'stlpp~rj6f'Pal~cUillleJlliitla ebUhtfl&l.)i)f!9Jij .mB "1 om ., ','~b!:w iIDJ'" ofF
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