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approach that is highly bureaucratic, even on
the implementation of agreed proposals that
could pave the way for restoration of the situa-
tion that existed before the attack on
Parliament. Restoration of mission strength,
slashed by half from January 1, 2002, is a case
in point. It is over nine months since the two
sides agreed to raise the strength from 55 to 75
yet there has been no action. The official expla

the launch of the peace initiative, both sides have
exchanged a number of significant proposals for
improving people-to-people contact. However,
there is not an inch of progress even where there
is an agreement in principle.

The revival of the Munabao-Khokrapar
link connecting Sindh with Rajasthan is a clas-
sic example. In November last year, the two
sides agreed to revive the transport link in dis-

The scope for friendly eJ«:hanges between the two

countries is tremendous. Ir
of the cycle of reciprocity 3

dia, on its part, can step out
nd consider unilateral steps.

It can come up with imagipative programmes to share

with Pakistani people in

technology, education and F!

will the two sides rise abov

respond to the ne

the fields of information
health. The real question is
partisan considerations and
pds of the people?

nation from both sides is that it takes “time to
locate” people to be posted in New Delhi and
Islamabad. The missions are overburdened and
cannot cope with the hordes of visa-seekers.

use since the 1965 war. The agreement was fol-
lowed by technical level talks on the details.
The meeting held early this year was inconclu-
sive. When the two Foreign Ministers met in

At the meeting of the Foreign Secretaries in
New Delhi on June 28, the two sides agreed to
restore the full strength of 110 in the missions.
Two months later, a formal letter allowing this is
yet to be exchanged. India says there is no nged
for such a letter; Pakistan thinks otherwise. Since

Islamabad on the sidelines of the SAARC meet
in July, the idea to revive the bus link was
Hleferred. Instead, it was agreed to revive the rail
ink. The reason cited was that a bus link was
ot feasible for economic reasons.

In his interactive programme on state-run

lateral talks — rhetoric %xd reality

Pakistan Television (PTV) in the third week of
August, a distraught viewer from Sindh asked
Gen Musharraf why the Sindh-Rajasthan link
was not being expedited. “I know [the] people
of Sindh are keen on an early opening of the
route to India. You see, we have agreed to the

" opening of [the] Indian consulate in Karachi

and now you could get your visas easily. Be
happy, one of your problems is being resolved.
All in good time,” the President said.

The recent agreement on the reopening
of the consulates in Mumbai and Karachi,
shut down in the early 1990s, is undoubted-
ly good news, particularly for the people of
the port city and Sindh. At the moment, peo-
ple from all over Pakistan have to go to
Islamabad to apply for the Indian visa. And
the lucky ones have to travel to India via
Lahore. The same is the case with the Indian
citizens who can get a visa only in New
Delhi. Last year, both sides agreed in princi-
ple to run a ferry service between Karachi
and Mumbai but there has been little real
progress on the ground.

Though the two sides are committed to the
early reopening of the consulates, there are seri-
ous doubts on this becoming a reality.
Apprehensions have only been strengthened
with the recent statement of Gen Musharraf that
Islamabad would like simultaneous progress on
the resolution of Kashmir and other confidence-
building measures (CBMs). He has further com-
plicated matters by implying in an interview
that jihadi camps will shut down only if there is
an agreement on Kashmir. :

akistan has time and again said it consid-

LY
\. _‘&
ers all the problems with Inds
‘minor irritants.” Promotion
contacts and friendly exch
fields have been hostage to the Kashmir isse.
At the moment there is no ¢ategory of tourist
visa between the two countifies. Visits can be
undertaken only to see relatiyes or for medical
emergencies or business. 3
It is not a lack of imaginative proposals but
the lack of political wil th%chas adversely

impacted on the promotion of ‘people-to-people
contacts between India and Pakistan. The scope
for friendly exchanges is tremendous.

Cinema owners in Pakistan have actual-
i_y demanded permission to screen Indian

ilms; the Pakistani film industry is in the
doldrums. Several weeks ago, the
Government agreed to consider the proposal
but there is no real movement. Likewise,
there is a meaningless ban on Indian enter-
tainment television channels, observed more
in the breach. Health and education are just
two examples in the services sector where
there is tremendous potential for cooperation
for the common good of the people.

India, on its part, could step out of the
cycle of reciprocity and consider unilateral
steps. For instance, why should it invoke
the principle of reciprocity in the visa
regime? New Delhi can come up|with imag-
inative programmes to share wig the peo-
ple of Pakistan, India’s advances in fields
such as information technology, education
and health. Will the two sides rise above par-
tisan considerations and respond to the needs
of the people? courvesy THe HiNpY
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lateral talks — rhetoric and reality

approach that is highly bureaucratic, even on
the implementation of agreed proposals that
could pave the way for restoration of the situa-
tion that existed before the attack on
Parliament. Restoration of mission strength,
slashed by half from January 1, 2002, is a cas
in point, It is over nine months since the tw
sides agreed to raise the strength from 35 to 7°
yet there has been no action. The official expla

the launch of the peace initiative, both sides have
exchanged a number of significant proposals for
improving people-to-people contact. However,
there is not an inch of progress even where there
is an agreement in principle.

. The revival of the Munabao-Khokrapar
link connecting Sindh with Rajasthan is a clas-
sic example. In November last year, the two
sides agreed to revive the transport link in dis-

The scope for friendly exchanges between the two

countries is tremendous. I1
of the cycle of reciprocity 3
It can come up with imagi

dia, on its part, can step out
nd consider unilateral steps.
native programmes to share

with Pakistani people in the fields of information

technology, education and F!

will the two sides rise abqv

health. The real question is

respond to the nepds of the people?

partisan considerations and

nation from both sides is that it takes “time to
locate” people to be posted in New Delhi and
Islamabad. The missions are overburdened and
cannot cope with the hordes of visa-seekers.
At the meeting of the Foreign Secretaries in
New Delhi on June 28, the two sides agreed to
restore the full strength of 110 in the missions.
Two months later, a formal letter allowing this is
yet to be exchanged. India says there is no need
for such a letter; Pakistan thinks otherwise. Since

use since the 1965 war. The agreement was fol-
lowed by technical level talks on the details.
The meeting held early this year was inconclu-
sive. When the two Foreign Ministers met in
\Islamabad on the sidelines of the SAARC meet
in July, the idea to revive the bus link was
Heferred. Instead, it was agreed to revive the rail
ink. The reason cited was that a bus link was
ot feasible for economic reasons.

In his interactive programme on state-run

Pakistan Television (PTV) in the third week of
August, a distraught viewer from Sindh asked
Gen Musharraf why the Sindh-Rajasthan link
was not being expedited. “I know [the] people
of Sindh are keen on an early opening of the
route to India. You see, we have agreed to the

" opening of [the] Indian consulate in Karachi

and now you could get your visas easily. Be
happy, one of your problems is being resolved.
All in good time,” the President said.

The recent agreement on the reopening
of the consulates in Mumbai and Karachi,
shut down in the early 1990s, is undoubted-
ly good news, particularly for the people of
the port city and Sindh. At the moment, peo-
ple from all over Pakistan have to go to
Islamabad to apply for the Indian visa. And
the lucky ones have to travel to India via
Lahore. The same is the case with the Indian
citizens who can get a visa only in New
Delhi. Last year, both sides agreed in princi-
ple to run a ferry service between Karachi
and Mumbai but there has been little real
progress on the ground.

Though the two sides are committed to the
early reopening of the consulates, there are seri-
ous doubts on this becoming a reality.
Apprehensions have only been strengthened
with the recent statement of Gen Musharraf that
Islamabad would like simultaneous progress on
the resolution of Kashmir and other confidence-
building measures (CBMs). He has further com-
plicated matters by implying in an interview
that jihadi camps will shut down only if there is
an agreement on Kashmir.

akistan has time and again said it consid-

ers all the problems with Ind2s by
‘minor irritants.” Promotion off
contacts and friendly exch
tields have been hostage to the Kashmir issue.
At the moment there is no | i
visa between the two count
undertaken only to see relati¥es or for medical
emergencies or business. |

It is not a lack of imaginative proposals but
the lack of political will th(a‘ti has adversely

impacted on the promotion of ‘people-to-people
contacts between India and Pakistan. The scope
for friendly exchanges is tremendous.

Cinema owners in Pakistan have actual-
ly demanded permission to screen Indian
films; the Pakistani film industry is in the
doldrums. Several weeks ago, the
Government agreed to consider the proposal
but there is no real movement. Likewise,
there is a meaningless ban on Indian enter-
tainment television channels, observed more
in the breach. Health and education are just
two examples in the services sector where
there is tremendous potential for cooperation
for the common good of the people.

India, on its part, could step out of the
cycle of reciprocity and consider unilateral
steps. For instance, why should it invoke
the principle of reciprocity in the visa
regime? New Delhi can come up with imag-
inative programmes to share with the peo-
ple of Pakistan, India’s advances in fields
such as information technology, education
and health. Will the two sides rise above par-
tisan considerations and respond to the needs
of the people? courresy Twe minpu
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