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'Compositedial~gue'.Itisunder-. MS. GAZI says commitment to composite
stoodthat coffiffiltrnentto composIte' ddialoguebytheIndih.andPakistani dialogue reflects a strategic shift in the deca e
leadersis perhaps thc?strongest long attitudes G)fNew Delhi and Islamabad
messageever g~venaftermid~50s ' ,

whendialoguebetween the two
countrieson Kashniir issue was lost leaders of two countries now at the
intooblivionand dust of history helm of affaifs direct events and
becauseto#le disliking of New resolve the conflict during their stay
Delhi,Paklstanhad opted to join US- in power within the 'good feel' ~d-

, sponsoredmilitarypact. The Indian set and a viable frame work which six
PMNehruhadthen argued that the months hard0Vorkof their confidants
steptakenbyPakistan had altogether has produced?:Willtheir predeces-
brokenthethreadsof the dialogue sors, fall in line? Do their policies
becauseofmilitaryimbalance, which have the support of their people?
couldnotbetakento its logical S1ipp'p&~hichth'&'IndianPM and
conclusion.Forthe last five decades Pakistani President have got frpm
ofpoliticalwilderness,armed ' ,Was~gtonand elsewhere is' . .
conflicts,hardpositionsand changing understood for reasons thath!lf(llY;,
worldscenarioshaveled the'leaders need to be ela1;>or!J,ted.,But,to,what
onbothsidesofthe 'Divide' that extent does itreBIiy matte~is
thereis nQbetteralternativeto generally important.
dialogueforconflictresolution.To ,mchanged world scenario, the'
holdon to this maxim,a peep into mdianleaderS arechanging their

, compositedialogueis asimperative foreign p~licy objectives to aligq/1
as commitmentto it. ' IndiawiththeUSto foster.U§-lhcJia,

Commitmentto composite - strategic partilership, to import'high
dialoguereflectsa strategicshift in tech.,attract foreign invest:tp.~Bt;
thedecadelong attitudesof New increase trade, strengthen an(i,
DelhiandIslamabadaboutthe core upgrade military arsenal. Allthis
issueto whichtheyremained suits Washi~gtql1;11so.But, the goal
committedresolutelythusfar.India ofstrategi<;::Rart.riersWpcould be
has givenupherposturingon' aChiivM'acc<>idirlg~towestern
Kashmirthatitwasan 'atutang'of I ~tceptiononfyifNewDelhiwere
mdia withoutmakinga declaration. to she4~Qffextr~-iegj.onalbaggie, that
Its silence andreadinessto talk about is;resolve the Kashmir issue With

,Kas~ issue'arethe declaration. Pakistan, It"hasbecom&a flash point
Pakistan has stepped back from its of nuclear conflict between India and
principled stand of resolving the Pakistan accordingto Washington
issue through plebiscite. Hardly a and other western capitals' estimate.
month earlier, President Musharraf Irresolution 6f Kashmir issue has
walked 'half-~ay' by declarIngto set also provided a rationale to )

aside UN resolutions on Kashmir Islamabadto go nuclear,Islamabad's
, issue. Pakistan also agreed to start nuclear weapons are a-matterof

CBMs (Confidencebuilding, serious concern for Washington, It
measures) and resolution of to o~fr ha

,

s the apprehension they could end

minor irritants concurrently. , up in the hands of religious extrem-
'Previously, she had insisted that ists.
political issue of Kashmir be resolved Vajpayeehad to shroud India's
rust. mdia had refused to oblige and national ihtere~tsin the message and
the deadlock persisted at least for no '~overtures for peace and peaceful
less than three decades from 1971. .conflict resolution in South Asia in,

Wllat has changed the thinking in order to create environment that
New Delhi and Islamabad?Can the wolllrl."nable,T1'1diJ!to exploith..r]A{;"Mr,'!GUM\W!!fUJ'ypWf ('\Ill W' i/iQf!J~WTf'Jt,..;ttIq1!1 rn ~
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ecqnomic, military and human 01
resoprce potentiaHo the fullest and' W
foster U:S-Indiastrategic relationship th,
profoundly and deeply, Corporate be
India also wants Indo-Pak tension to fo
be diluted at the earliest. Alleviating br
poverty (400 million Indians livin'g in,
belo)\' pove'rtyline according to the ac
World Bank, which is on the decrease te:
according to latest estimates) is yet at
another important factor that is of
pre.s.surisingthe Indian leaders to tu
seek regional economic integration. It Ul
would be possible onlyifcomposite pI
dialoguebecamea succeSsfulstory, pI
SAFTAis a stepin thisdirection. s\'

Pakistan has somewhat different C(
story. Its-foreign policy objectives of a(
keeping Kabul on its side by, :p1
supporting Taliban government pc
):yitltputb~ir1genable to lay hand on ti!



Osama bin Laden, as wished by
Wa~hington, and supporting Jehad in
the Indian Held Kashmir (IHK)
boomeranged when Washington as a
follow up 11 September attacks
bracketed regional struggles for
independence in areas of conflict
across the world, with terrorism and

e terrorism alone. Pakistan's last

attempt to force a 'military solution
of Kashmir through Kargil misadven-
ture under nuclear deterrence

t umbrella turned out to be counter

productive.It derailed Lahore
process of 1999, eroded any western
support which the Kashmir issue
could have won for resolution

)f according to UN resolutions and
plunged the country into deeper
political crises that haunt the nation I

till now. Notwithstandinl! th
.
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negative fallout ofIslamabad's
pursuit of hot diplomacy and
adventurism to match the Indian

irredentism, the Kashmir issue

became a flash point of a conflict, <

which showed potential to trigger a
nuclear. conflict. Despite their diverse
foreign policy objectives and kow-
towing with Washington in pursuit of
national interests, neither Islamabad
nor New Delhi could afford to deflect

Washington"s prei?sure to seek a
peaceful solution of the Kashmir
issue through bilateral talks, to
diffuse nuclear conflict potential.

Bilateral talks on the Kashmir issue

preceded by CBMs and liberalisation
of trade were the hot pursuits of
~ew Delhi that were consistently
deflected by Islamabad for quite
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up, only a few months earli~r, when
Islamabad had no option except to
concede to CBMs, fight terrorism
along with India and notto allow its
territory for such acts. New Delhi
also agreed to talk about the Kashmir
issue. Mutual agreement on these
points became the rock-bed of
composite dialogue. It is likely to be
'pursued further and perhaps with
certain degree of success because of
high stakes involved. The statement
made by the Indian deputy prUne
minister LK. Advani, a hawk turned
moderate after SAARC moot in
Islamabad said that "qoss-border
terrorism and infiltration of terrorists
have perceptibly come down in
recent months". His statements is a
sort of re-affirmation .ofpresident
MH~ljMf#"§EBmmiUJ1~fIrtXtUtq.
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Washington and to PM Vajpayee to
let jehadi spirit to resolve Kashmir ,

die its own death. With redefining of
national foreign policy objectives,
national interests and modus
operandi to achieve them, the entire
spectrum of regional politics has

, undergone a radical change. With no-
win situation for anyone, both India
and Islamabad have shed extra
historical dead weight presumably to
gain something. We need to look at
what will be India and Pakistan's
gains and correspondingly what will
be the gains of leaders who have laid
foundations tor the composite
dialogue. .

India had wanted all that which
Pakistan offered in Islamabad on
reciprocal basis but however,
religious right, military establishment
and certain business circles only till
recently were formalised in
Islamabad for fear oflosing national
identity, compromising national
security and dumping industry. 15-
year low intensity war in Kashmir
also pin down New Delhi and
blocked her way to make any strides
that she wanted to make to become a
regional hegemony. The new trend
acceptable to regional nations is to be
cooperative, to put Controversial political
issuesinthebackyardandintegrate
economicallyforthebenefitofmasses.

Any sort of South Asian integra-
tion suits India and its leaders. In the
remote part'of their subconscious
mind rests the los.tglory of Akhand
Bharat or United India, which the
moderate face ofBJP and RSS, PM
Vajpayee wants to regain perhaps in
quick time. He could not hold on to
himself and prematurely t3ncedabout
free borders and one currency.The
political buoyancy achieved through
SAARC summi~is likely to result in
advancing the Indiangeneralelections
to consolidate empowerment of
religious right with greater votes in
the parliament In Pakistan, the 10)Jd
talk of making history or remaking it
is going on. The religious parties and
others are also subdued. Masses are
waiting for some sort of economic
betterment. In case composite
dialogue aimed at political conflict
resolution (resolution of Kashmir
issue) after integrating the region
economically and the masses, as is
being envisioned by hawks turned
moderates of BJP turned out to be
close Pakistani leadership may face

~ yet another challenge of keeping, '.."
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