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BYMANSOOR AKBAR KUNDI I~ N.

In today'sworld of growing inter Since then almost. every head of
dependence where the establish- state and government of Pakistan
ment of warm ties of one country has been very well-received in Tur-

with the outside world is of para- key and numerous MoDs have been
~ount importance for the promo- signed in the field of arts, science,
fbpof its national interests, the visit culture, trade etc.
I. a head of a state to the country is Turkey supplied 50,000,000 dol-

~.larked with an immense impor- lars arms and ammunition to Paki-
,(ance.It is more particular in case of stan during 1965War. Pakistan pro-
the two countries having alrea4y es- vided diplomatic support to the
tablished cordial relationship based Turkish military action in Cyprus in
on mutual trust and integration in 1974 soon after the Turkish forces
the midst of diplomatic changes tak- occupied the island. Pakistan is one
ingplaceregionallyandinternation- of the iew countries to have pro-
ally under new relationship para- vided de facto recognition to the
digms. Northern Cyprus. Benazir Bhutto

Similarly, President Musharraf's during her first term of officevisited
recentvisitto Turkey is marked with Turkey and stated, "Turkey is Paki-
such an importance which he ac- stanis' second country".
knowledged during the Turkish Compared to his predecessors
Prime Minister Tayyap Erdogan's President Musharraf is more keen
first visit to Pakistan in June 2003. on growing bilateralism. He paid a

Pakistan and Turkey have estab- short visit Turkey soon after he took
lishedcloserelationshipoverthelast over in October 1999. Being low in
56 years, the roots of which go back profile with deepened crisis of legiti-
to periodwhen Indian Muslims in macy generals face after seizing
the wake of the outbreak of Bal- power, he was still shown a wel-
kan Wars and the defeat of Otto- come in public.

Iman Sultanate at the hands the His six year schooling in a public
Allied powers after the First World school P'.Ankara during his feither's
War sympathised with the cause of foreign deputation in CENTO Secre-
Turks. -tariat as accountant, enabled him

The medical mission led by Dr to make many short statements in

~

fukhtarAhmedAnsari(1880_1928) Turkish, which raised Turkish I
lad poured into battles to help sentiments. He acknowledged the

\. Nounded Turk soldiers. A large heroismofAtaturkas a great leader
.umber of those shed their blood for and as his personal ideal, and also

'the preservation of the independ- recalled sweetmemories ofhis school
ence of- the Turk statehood. As going years along with his Turk
Arnold Toynbee wrote in that piti- brethren.
able and friendless situation, the only His present visit can be analysed
friends Turks had were the Indian in a situation where Pakistan is not
Muslims: "Turkey's provinces were only seeking closer ties with Turkey,
gone; her allies were crushed; and but also needs to garner its support
except for her champions among the intheongoinqinternationalscenario
Indian Muslims, she was friendless in which Pakistan is playing a core
even in the cap of Islam." - role in the elimination of terrorism

The Sub-Continent's Muslim press in the region and requires more po-
and media in its meagre capacity litical/military and economic sup-
played a very vital role in hig@ight- port from America.
ing Mustafa Kemal's brilliant per- Turkey, despite many differences
sonality and achievements against between the Erodogan"'i\kP~ty gov-'
imperialism. The dailies, 'Siyasat', ernment and Bush Administr'ation
'Paisa Akhbar' over Iraq, is sh~'
'Humayun' and regarded as a close
'Zamindar' pub- American ally in
lished day to day the Middle East
reports on Kemal with active par-
Atatiirk's military ticipa,tion in
achievements in NATO. Turkey
Anatolia. enjoys avery close

The first ever relationship with
books on Mustafa Israel. It is a secu-
Kemal were writ- lar state with
tenbyIndianMus- standing role of
lim writers. army in its politics
Wajahat Hussain under 198] Con-
Wajahat's,Mustafti stitution, the rep-
Kemal Pasha was lica of which
published'ld'1921. Mushar;af wants
Hakeem Ab"dul tQadophmdetthe

lajeed" At~e<fi'" 17thAmendment.
Turkan-i-Ahrar , Pakistan and
was published in S Turkey collabo:'
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~ 'thesameyearfro.m
Laho.re. Its intro.-

\ I

ductio.n w,as written by Syed
. SuliemanNadvi, who., despit~being

a suppo.rter o.f the cause o.fTurkish
Caliphate, no.netheless, always spo.ke
o.f ilie brilliant feats Ataturk acco.m-
plished far the liberatio.n 'o.fTurkey
fro.mfo.reignimperialism. He writes,

: ~,"O Mustafa Kemal, yo.u have re-
stared Turkey. Really 0 Mustafa
Kemal, yo.u have do.ne a marvelo.us
jab against fo.reign imperialism. . ..."

In 1947, the creatio.n o.f Pakistan
was perceived by Turks as an emer-
gence o.fa friendly natio.n-state. The

'Turk mad ern histo.rians regard
Quaid-e- Azam as o.ne o.fthe greatest
!'!aders o.f the East. Gne o.f the main
io.ulevards in Ankara was named

after him in reco.gnitio.n o.fhis serv-
ices far the Indian Muslims. Spelled
Cinnah (in Turkish) Caddesi (bo.ul-
evard) is o.ne o.f the leading bo.ul-
evards in the city. The bo.ulevard

j co.ntains a co.uple o.f embassies, in-
I cluding Indian. Pakistan was reco.g-
i nised by Turkey so.o.n after its inde-

pendence.
The regular diplo.matic relatio.ns

I I between the two.co.untries were es-
, tablished in April 1949 with Mian
Bashir Ahmed, a writer and Muslim
1--eagueveteran, as the first Pakistani

II ambassado.r. His threeyear-stay was
co.mmendable in bridging the gap
between Turkey and Pakistan by
translating a large number o.fwo.rks
fro.mUrdu into. Turkish. A perm<l,~

411 nent circulatio.n o.f the Embassy Pa-
kistan Postaci(Pakistani po.stman) far

I Turks co.ntained articles far pro.mo.-
J , tio.n o.fties. The ,envo.yo.rg~sed a

J number o.f seminars an Iqb
,

al and

j invited Turk intellectuals. , j

The relatio.nship between the two.
,..4 co.untries were further strengthened

I under the 10 year-perio.d o.fAdnan
I Mendres(May 1950-60) as Prime

Minister o.f Turkey. A number o.f
! memo.randums and friendship ac-
I cards were signed during the perio.d

4 through frequent good will visits o.f
, the heads o.f state and go.vernm

,

ent.

1 The mast impo.rtant o.fthem was the
~.,' Treaty o.f Friendship and CUltural

1'. Agreement in 1951 between the Pa-
. kistani Prime Minister Muhammad

1

Ali and Mendres.
. Three year

,

s later ano.ther treaty
. JYas signed between the two. co.un-

1

tries kno.wn as tne Paki%tan-Turkey
, Pact far Friendly Co.o.peratio.no.f
j 1954.The same year ano.ther acco.rd
~ 'Po.litical, Eco.no.mic, Defence and
I CulturalCo.o.peratio.nagreementwas

'j."reached. In January 1956~th
, "

e

,

visa

1 system was abo.lished between the
'i two. co.untries, and direct air link

~

was established.
The visa was resto.red at the re-

e quest o.fthe Pakistan due to.a large
number o.fimmigrants' entrance to.

l Turkey. Pakistan jo.ined the Turk-
ish-Iraqi Pact in July 1955lwo.wn as
Baghdad Pact, later an CENTO, and

~SE1TO. The Turkish President Celal
l Bayar' s state visit to.'Pakistan in 1956

!'was given a co.untry-wide receptio.n.
j He was awarded ho.no.rary PhD by
0,Peshawar University.

rate-M' a numBer
o.f jaint vE;l1twes

bilaterally and under EC;O which
include )the allo.tmcmt o.f co.nstru.c~
tio.ncontracts far Turkish firms, but
they need to.be strengthened given
the gro.wing relatio.nship bettire!)n
Turkey and India.

The trade integratio.n between
Turkey and Pakistan improved dur-
ing the last o.nedecade but mqre can,tbe achieved if the two.agree an the
reductio.no.ftariffduties. Turkey can

Ibe a,leading market far a numtJ,er o.f
items fro.m Pakistan such as surgical'
equipment, rice, leather, co.tto.n and
spa

,
rts go.o.ds (fo.o.tball).Presently

these items are ,saId to. Turkey by
German firms whith they acfually
buy fro.mPakistan. Turkey can help
Pakistan in the part/harbour and
industrial secto.rs:The"Turkish ship-
ping industry having gained its skills
and expertise from Greece can be a
help to.Pakistan.in develapment of
po.rt/ shipping sector.

Turkish ecanamy is strong and
prite af Lira is stable d

,

ue to Erdagan
leadership and fareign inveshnent
by Islamists in Turkey. The Turkish
eco.no.mylies in the hands af Islam-
ists/Mo.derates, who dueto.Ak Party
go.vernnientare willing to.investtheir
mo.ney in Turkey fram abroad. The
resto.ratio.n o.f eco.no.my ami co.ntro.l
of inflatio.n was, one o.f the factors
which brought Erdo.gan into.pawer.
Commanding an unquestioned
po.pularity the leader was banned
and sent to. jail in past. It is said
that Erdogan like Mahatir ~ay be
an emerging leader of the Islamic
blo.c.

President Musharraf during the
visit met his co.unterpart, Mr.Ahmet
Necdet Sezer, the tenth President af
the Republic, aretired Supreme court
judge better kno.wn for his silence
and integrity. His meetings induded
Erdagan <l,ndthe members af Turk-
ish Grand Natio.nal Assembly.
Musharraf will meet the four-star
Chief af Army Staff and his to.pc;o.m-
mand who. in 1999 no.t o.nly smil~
ingly welco.med Musharraf but,
paved the grounds far his visit.

The then President and Prime Min-
ister, Sulieman Demiral and Bulent
Ecevit, bath shawed public anno.y-
ance with the General aver the dis-
placement o.felected go.venupento.f
Nawaz Sharif, who.had visited Tur-
key and given huge aid ,far earth. ,

quake disaster in August 1999 and
allo.tedbig co.ntractsto.Turkish' firtns,
ane o.f which was o.,wned by
Demiral's san-in~Jaw.

The present visit o.f President
Musharraf to. Turkey, ,other than
symbolic impo.rtance, can be signifi-
cant in bringing the two. cauntries
clo.ser,intheirpalitiQ3.l,economic and
trade relatio.nship Under the chang-
ing internatio.nal scene. It is in the

, ~terest o.f bo.th.co.untries to. increase
callabaratio.n with mare MaUs
signed.

The'writer is Professorof Political
Science in University of Bi1lochistgrt;
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