Musharaf’s vis
to Turkey
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n today’s world of growing inter

dependence where the establish-

ment of warm ties of one country
with the outside world is of para-
sount importance for the promo-
pnof its national interests, the visit
2. a head of a state to the country is
prarked with an immense impor-
pcance. It is more particular in case of
the two countries having already es-
tablished cordial relationship based
on mutual trust and integration in
the midst of diplomatic changes tak-
ing placeregionally and internation-
(ailly under new relationship para-

igms.

imilarly, President Musharraf's
recent visit to Turkey is marked with
such an importance which he ac-
knowledged during the Turkish
Prime Minister Tayyap Erdogan’s
first visit to Pakistan in June 2003.

Pakistan and Turkey have estab-
lished close relationship over the last
| 56 years, the roots of which go back
to period when Indian Muslims in
the wake of the outbreak of Bal-
' kan Wars and the defeat of Otto-
.~ man Sultanate at the hands the
~ Allied powers after the First World
- War sympathised with the cause of
- Turks.

. The medical mission led by Dr
| Mukhtar Ahmed Ansari (1880-1928)
. | lad poured into battles to help
|wounded Turk soldiers. A large

umber of those shed their blood for
- the preservation of the independ-
- ence of the Turk statehood. As
| Arnold Toynbee wrote in that piti-
ableand friendless situation, the only
| friends Turks had were the Indian
| Muslims: “Turkey’s provinces were
gone; her allies were crushed; and
except for her champions among the
Indian Muslims, she was friendless
even in the cap of Islam.”

The Sub-Continent’s Muslim press
and media in its meagre capacity
&played a very vital role in highlight-
ing Mustafa Kemal'’s brilliant per-
sonality and achievements against
imperialism. The dailies, ‘Siyasat’,
‘Paisa Akhbar’

.

Since then almost every head of
state and government ot Pakistan
has been very well-received in Tur-
key and numerous MoUs have been
signed in the field of arts, science,
culture, trade etc.

Turkey supplied 50,000,000 dol-
lars arms and ammunition to Paki-
stan during 1965 War. Pakistan pro-
vided djilﬁomatic support to the
Turkish military action in Cyprus in
1974 soon after the Turkish forces
occupied the island. Pakistan is one
of the few countries to have pro-
vided de facto recognition to the
Northern Cyprus. Benazir Bhutto
during her first term of office visited
Turkey and stated, “Turkey is Paki-
stanis’ second country”.

Compared to his predecessors
President Musharraf is more keen
on growing bilateralism. He paid a
short visit Turkey soon after he took
over in October 1999. Being low in
profile with deepened crisis of legiti-
macy generals face after seizing
power, he was still shown a wel-
come in public.

His six year schooling in a public
school in Ankara during his father’s
foreign deputation in CENTO Secre-

‘tariat as accountant, enabled him

to make many short statements in
Turkish, which raised Turkish
sentiments. He acknowledged the
heroism of Ataturk as a great leader
and as his personal ideal, and also
recalled sweet memories of hisschool
going years along with his Turk
rethren.

His present visit can be analysed
in a situation where Pakistan is not
only seeking closer ties with Turkey,
but also needs to garner its support
inthe ongoing international scenario
in which Pakistan is playing a core
role in the elimination of terrorism
in the region and requires more po-
litical / military and economic sup-
port from America.

Turkey, despite many differences
between the ErodogariAk Rarty gov-
ernment and Bush Administration

‘Humayun’ and |
‘Zamindar’ pub-
lished day to day
reports on Kemal
Atatiirk’s military
achievements in
Anatolia.

The first ever
books on Mustafa
Kemal were writ- §
tenby Indian Mus- §§
lim writers.
Wajahat Hussain
Wajahat's, Mustafd
Kemal Pasha was
‘published in'1921.
Hakeem Abdul
Majeed’ Atéeqi’
Turkan-i-Ahrar
was published in

over Iraq, is stil
| regarded asaclose
American ally in
the Middle East
with active par-
| ticipation in
NATO. Turkey
| enjoysaveryclose
| relationship with
| Israel. It is a secu-

lar state with
| standing role of|"
army inits politics
under 1981 Con-
titution, the rep-
lica of which
Musharraf wants
to adoptunderthe
Fl 17" Améendment. |
4 - Pakistan and
7| Turkey collabo- |




~ [thesameyear
Lahore. Its intro-
duction was written by Syed
Sulieman Nadvi, who, despite bein,
a supporter of the cause of Turkis
Caliphate, nonetheless, alwaysspoke
of the brilliant feats Ataturk accom-
plished for the liberation of Turkey
from foreign imperialism. He writes,
L “O Mustafa Kemal, you have re-
stored Turkey. Really O Mustafa
Kemal, you have done a marvelous
job against foreign imperialism.....”
In 1947, the creation of Pakistan
was perceived by Turks as an emer-
gence of a friendly nation-state. The

Turk modern historians regard |

Quaid-e-Azam as one of the greatest
«eaders of the East. One of tﬁe main
boulevards in Ankara was named
after him in recognition of his serv-
ices for the Indian Muslims. Spelled
Cinnah (in Turkish) Caddesi (boul-
evard) is one of the leading boul-
evards in the city. The boulevard
| contains a couple of embassies, in-
' cluding Indian. Pakistan was recog-
nised by Turkey soon after its inde-
pendence.
The regular diplomatic relations
. between the two countries were es-
tablished in April 1949 with Mian
| Bashir Ahmed, a writer and Muslim
| League veteran, as the first Pakistani
ambassador. His three year-stay was
commendable in bridging the gap
between Turkey and Pakistan by
translating a large number of works
from Urdu into Turkish. A perma-
nent circulation of the Embassy Pa-
| kistan Postaci(Pakistani postman) for

Turks contained articles for promo-

tion of ties. The envoy organised a

number of seminars on Igbal and

invited Turk intellectuals.

The relationship between the two
countries were further strengthened
under the 10 year-period of Adnan
Mendres (May 1950-60) as Prime
Minister of Turkey. A number of
memorandums and friendship ac-
cords were signed during the period
through frequent good will visits of
the heads of state and government.
The most important of them was the
Treaty of Friendship and Cultural
Agreement in 1951 between the Pa-
kistani Prime Minister Muhammad

| Ali and Mendres.

Three years later another treaty
was signed between the two coun-

| tries known as the Pakistan-Turkey

Pact for Friendly Cooperation of

1954. The same year another accord
_ ‘Political, Economic, Defence and

Cultural Cooperation agreement was
< reached. In January 1956 the visa
| system was abolished between the
two countries, and direct air link
was established.

The visa was restored at the re-
| quest of the Pakistan due to a large
number of immigrants’ entrance to
Turkey. Pakistan %oined the Turk-
ish-Iragi Pact in July 1955 known as
. Baghdad Pact, later on CENTO, and
"SEATO. The Turkish President Celal

Bayar's state visit to Pakistan in 1956

was given a country-wide reception.

He was awarded honorary Ph.D by
' Peshawar University.

Yate on a number
of joint ventures
bilaterally and under ECO which
include the allotment of construc-
tion contracts for Turkish firms, but
they need to be strengthened given
the growing relationship betiwveen

Turkey and India.

The trade integration between |
Turkey and Pakistan improved dur- | -
ing the last ene decade but mgre can |

be achieved if the two agree on
reduction of tariff duties. Turkey can

be a leading market for a nimber of |

items from Pakistan such as surgical
equipment, rice, leather, cotton and
ports goods (football). Presently

German firms whi¢h they actually

buy from Pakistan. Tutkey can help {

Pakistan in the port/harbour and
industrial sectors: The Turkish ship-
pingindustry having gained its skills
and expertise from Greece can be a
help to Pakistan in development of
port[shiEping sector.

Turkish economy is strong and
price of Lira is stable due to Erdogan
leadership and foreign investment
by Islamists in Turkey. The Turkish
economy lies in the hands of Islam-
ists/ Moderates, who due to Ak Party
governmentare willing toinvest their
money in Turkey from abroad. The
restoration of economy and control
of inflation was, one of the factors
which brought Erdogan into power.
Commanding an unquestioned
popularity the leader was banned
and sent to jail in past. It is said
that Erdogan like Mahatir may be
an emerging leader of the Islamic
bloc.

President Musharraf during the
visit methis counterpart, Mr Ahmet
Necdet Sezer, the tenth President of
the Republic, a retired Suprersie court
judge better known for his silence
and integrity. His meetings included
Erdogan and the members of Turk
ish Grand National Assembly.
Musharraf will meet the four-star
Chief of Army Staff and his top com
mand who in 1999 not only smil-
ingly welcomed Musharraf but
paved the grounds for his visit.

The then President and Prime Min-
ister, Sulieman Demiral and Bulent
Ecevit, both showed public annoy-
ance with the General over the dis-
placement of elected government of
Nawaz Sharif, who had visited Tur-
key and given huge aid for earth-
quake disaster in August 1999 and
alloted big contractsto Tus kish firms,
one of which was owned by
Demiral’s son-in-law.

The present visit of President
Musharraf to Turkey, other than
symbolic importance, can be signifi-
cant in bringing the two countries
closerintheir political, economicand
trade relationship under the chang-
ing international scene. It is in the
interest of both countries to increase
collaboration with more MoUs
signed.

The writer is Professor of Polifical
Science in University of Balochislan,
Quetta.
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