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~111tf-f"K, . A great leap forward
~elontrast could not be Agra, Back channel contacts~e' Sh t ~ M
1. ~reater,During Kargil and imp,ortantand'they were initiat-, , a qat ahmood could be the allowing of tourism tb'

,l~st year's eyeball-to-eye- ed, 'Modalities were worked out than others,The tricki,s to build India and Pakistan, There are from Pakistanto Kashmir,At the boa n~n~too much pressure to
baJ] col\frontatlon, people were and trust established,' Without on the pOSItivesand dIscuss the many elements of this I' moment It ISa no-go area and e I, - n, we musthope that the
contysed,w,orriedanddepressed, trust among leaders nothing can negatives until a solution is Fot example let b roce~s, adds to the irritation felt here, If bJ:oc~sJIslas effective as It must
B~!lm the'Jirst week of January move forward,The Indians don't found, " demilitarisin 's' us eglll y the dialogue on Kashmi~ were e gl~ ua, ,
this year, III Is!amabad, there Icompletely trust Musharraf and The composite dIalogue in no oi ,g lachm" There IS able to resolve some ot these It IS~nderstandable that Prime
were Jubilant faces, optimism th~re are some doubts in Pakistan F~bruary should proceed within I' nt In loSIng bves and Issues" It would bring about a ~Imstel ,,:,ajpayee and President

I and excItement. This change in about Vajpayee and his RSS thIS framework, The doable must money m ,that place anymare, qualitative change on the ground, a us~arraf should have rea~hed
el11otlOnaltone speaks for itself, backgrouna, Both are unfounded, be done immediately, Let us"start Once this IS done, we can ,move So there IS much to discuss on ;c0l1 on the fIrSt steps of th~
, ,Ipeop!e prefer p~ace to war, Musharraf and his colleagues more trains and more, buses, Let forward to withdrawing forces K~sh~mr besld,es the modalities to':/ orward, because nelthel
friendship over enmIty, and love have come to the considered con-us allow the movement of goods from the Lme of Control so that of a fInal solutIOn, This IS not to A k ~nIIllJr~nslgen\ posItIOn,
over hate, Not everybody. is clusion that peace is the best bet across borders, Let us make the the,danger of accidental conflict'Say that It should be set aside !()r an~tr~etl e~~u~e sla~Jb;l~
thnlIed though,!There are prd~c for Pakistiln, The Indians should visa regime rational and allo'w is reduced, , l ever, It must be discussed and too, e ~ lo~gth t ea colU as
slOnal provocateurs whose bread understand this and start trustin g tourism to flourish Let us Of course t6 demilitaris e the ,mulled'over but resolving ditTi- f
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IS ,,'ere t lOug ,ate monger- Im, owever messy the past. remove bans on TV channels or LoC there IS one essential cu les In as lmll should not be far from b ' 'd"

mg who are raising doubts or Vajpayee has demonstrated other media products, These requirement. There must be no Inade a hostageto the final solu- although~~~~~;:stf de~er~:se,
puttIngm caveatsto confusethe againandagainthathe is a man steps do.not requireprotracted infiltration across it. General tlOn,Fortunately"in Khurshid opportunity'of th:\e eW~~t
masses, They should bejgnored, of peace even though his Mahmood Kasun, we have a we Were wrong inlI~~, eJ
Then there are some people ',Vho background is less than per- wise head in the foreign because, another' 0 ~ en ,
cannot believe~,good ~hing~ven fect.He broke the ice in 1999 o!'fice, An old hand at the arose and they took /por unity
,If It hIts them m the face, They by commw to, Lahore on a tlack !I process he under- Theirjointstatementwas1'111-
deserve pIty, bus and sIgnifIcantly an,d st~~dsthe nuances and the dent, in that it took the wind out
, Oppositionparties are finding sY,mbolically visited the dIffIcultIes,He will steer a of the sails of extremists in both
I,tdifficultto construct an appro- Mlllar-e-Paklstan, T\1iswas sensiblecourse, , countriesby reti'ainingfrom pre-
pnate reaction, They hate WIS~and brave, Agalll, he General Musharraf has CISlon,Some people are critical
Musharrafand yet he has done a broke the post,Kargillogjam dese~ved]y acclallned his because there was no mention of

",good thing, Their dilemma is, by inviting General performan'ce during Kashmiris themselves in the

rhat to do? There is only one M~sharraf to, Agra, SAARCamongstothers,He communique.. but. when oneanswer. They ,should react Unfortunately,this dId not was able to establish a thlllks abollt It, this tactic was
maturely ~nd responsibly, They work out and later there was hearty camaraderit:with.his 'wise, If no film positionis taken
should praIsethe good and attack thel3/12 blttel11esswhen the counterpaI1sand yet vigor- on a jJartlcularpomt and this one
the ~ad, PPP and PML (N) Indl~n, parlt,ameqt was ously'protectedournational ISpoliticaldynamitethen there is,
shou](Jtake a cue from theirlead- attacked, Bott! states nearly Interest. Have no fear: he no excuse to adopt a contrary
ers, B.othNawaz Sharif and came to war ~fterthat and, willdotherightthing,In the posture" ' , , ,

Benazlr Bhutto are pro peace, we.re frozen m hate untiJ beginning of this 21st. war India s Natlpnal Secunty i

Theu' spokespeoplein the coun- VaJpayet;oncemore made ISan orphan,Peoplewanllo AdvIser,Mr BraJeshMlshr~,put
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,ter~nt ,une, , Snnaga~ speech m J\IJnl out worrying about bombs tlon by saYlllg, Please don t
u.:neral MushatTaf has come a 2?O3, ThIS man has a VISIOn and guns or nuclear holo- loo~ at this documentas a ~ICtO-1 .

Jong way since Kargil. It has not ot peace m the subcontinent causts, The peace process ry for (me sIde or the other, He
b~en e,asy,for him b,ecauseyears and wants ~o leave a lastlllg initiated during the SAARC w~s absolutely right III maklllg
of IIlstltutlOnal indoctrination are legacy of harmony. He: summit promises a.better this clear,becausethere are those
hard to transcend but he has, He should be trusted ~nd ,we , , " "', , life to onebillion people in IIIb~th countries ever ready to
was raw at Agra and let a great shoulddo busInesswIthhIm, negotiatIOns, They can be Musharraf m hIs press confer-the subcontinent destlOYnegotIatIon and encour-j

. opportunity slip 'by, He has not, ":'hat. is particularly hearten- resolved and should be resolved ence has alreadymadethe pledge, There will b~ no easy path to age violence in the name ~f tnis-
madethesamemistake'again,In lpg IS.the commonresolve on withoutdelay, notto allowPakIstaniten'itoryto rapprochementbetween India pl~cednatIOnalpnde and VICtO-
more ways than one, he has both sldes.to, the do, the doable Meanwhilelet us start talking be used f~r t~rrorism,This is as and Pakistan, as whelever there ry, There,~ght well be another
come of age and that is a goodl an~begma dIalogue?nthe more about Kashmir,It I~lmportan~to cI,ear an mdlcatlOn as any of seemsto be a pr4ude1o applica- lunatlc,at,roclt~such asthe ~j.tack
thm
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hoe IS here to stay and It IS better too long, nonnalIzatlOnhas been, will not come about III a hurry, should ~rea,te the space for ot malevolence ut th@irshoul- but thls,iilj1ould~,no~eflect the,
to have a leader who knows his ho$tag.e to a fmal solution in Those who believe this will be demlhtallzatlOn. Then there I~ ders to th~ other side of the gen- leade". trqm then p~~se, , I
busInessthan a ,neophytestrug- K~shmlr or lately to the stopping dlsappolllted, What we need to the questIOnof free movementof tly openIng door. But It now" I~,dla and Paklsrla~ al e :on
glIng,to fllld his feet. " of what the Indians call cross- look for is'a meaningful process pe?ples across the LoC, T\le seems that the governnlellls or coulse t~ d,lmlllutl~ of~pstIlIty,

One exampleof maturity is border terrorism, There will thatreducesdifficultiesandprob" dlvldec!famIlIesandothersmust IndIaandPakistan are wrlling 10 ~usha~l~t a~,~Y"Jpa~elehave
the preparatIOnbefore the sum- alwa

,

ys be issues among neigh- lems for the peo le ofK I' have the opportulllty to VISiteach apply their own heft~ sl~qulders sllO~n gleat cowage I) eadmg.
mlt. This was sorely lacking at bours'so e' " I' aSlmlr other, to keep moll1enlum"gl'Jinu It tlell countnes on tle path

~;;p4 m more Intractable and also glv'es lasting benefit to A corollary to this process would be unwise and e'V n j~I'tile towards reconciliation, and we
Vi ~, J '11;.. ~'l should salute them, ( I
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