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BY IFTIKHAR AHMAD

indo-Pak relations
— development
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j he Islamabad Summit as corn-
| pared to Agra was much bet-
| ter planned and organized.

Homework was properly done. Cer-
tainnew personalities were involved.
Certain external forces were acting
in the situation. However, not eveén
the United States claimed credit for
positive developments in Pakistan-
India Relations.

The beauty of the 12" SAARC was
the suspense, hopes, and assurances
the preceded it. The Musharraf-
Jamali strategy put into action by
hard work of officers from the Min-
istries of Foreign Affairs, Interior and
Information, turned out to be an ef-
fective instrument and an impres-
sive and sincere effort for peace and
Frosperity of South Asia where a
arge number of people live below
the poverg' line.

Itis good that Indian Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee finally made it. As he
put it, “a new chapter is opened in
Indo-Pak relations”. One hopes and
wishes that this newfound warmth
in relationship of two big partners in
SAARC becomes a real source of
permanent peace and stabilitﬁ and
settlement of all disputes in the re-
gion. ;

President Musharraf has rightly
said that the string which was bro-
ken at Agra has been repaired in
Islamabad.

When I wrote my article, “Unde-
clared AgraDeclaration”, Thad never
found General Pervez Musharraf a
disappointed man. I thought he was
a rational, moderate leader and na-
tional hero, truly representing at
Agra, the thinking and aspirations
of common citizens of Pakistan.

Naturally, the Indtan‘leadership did -

“ﬁs: the 'unusual r*.-*.t“ratégj?’:ti'lat'
ANGraf had used by approach-
ﬁc?‘fectly the Indianymedia and
“-kople. By doing so the Indian
2}ia and the people had the op-
Zyunity, first time in their lives, to
’Oderstancl the real sources of ten-
“2on between the two countries. We
“know, Agra was not an opportune
time as the memories of Kargil were
fresh in Indian minds. There were
many other negative factors in the
situation at that time as well.
Things were different then. Situa-
tion has changed now. It is always
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Hopefully, the win-win situation
equally applies to both countries. As
the President has said, “Pakistan has
reached out a dialogue with India.
Hopefully, the recent Pakistan-In-
dia peace initiatives would lead to
the collective well being of the one-
fifth humanity living in south Asia.”

Pakistan needs peace for security,
safety and socio-economic develop-
ment; it needs to empower the poor.
It needs to address the problem of
underdevelopment. It needs self-
sustaining and not dependent de-
velopment. Peace with India and
internal security are basic require-
ments for growth and development.

Leaders of SAARC countries as-
piring for real progress have ex-

ressed the need for trust and good

aith, identifying common problems:

making SAARC an energetic institu-
tion to effectively adopt and imple-
ment its social cf}:arter; to maximize
benefits from South Asian Free Trade
Agreement, and to raise the level of
people living in the region. All this
depends on peace.

President Pervez Musharraf, ad-
dressing the SAARC leaders at a
banquet hosted by him, underlined
the need for the establishment of

ace through just resolution of po-

itical disputesto accelerate economic
development of the region. He fur-
ther expressed the need to expand
the SAARC Charter to constitute a
mechanism to discuss bilateral is-
sues at the regional level. Prime Min-
ister Jamali, on his election as Chair-
man of the SAARC Conference said,
“It is the stark reality of political
differencesand disputesthathasheld
back prospects of real economic co-
operation in South Asia”. Peace in

the South' Asian region is a must-for:

development. As the Pakistan Presi-
dent said, “we must put behind us
the tarnished legacy of mistrust, bit-
terness and tension”.

Each one of the SAARC countries
has its place in a global system of
social economic and political rela-
tionships. Therefore the whole world
has been watching the proceedings
of the conference in Islamabad and
its likely outcome and impact.

Further, every SAARC country has
its peculiar circumstances. Domes-
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‘the rule of the situation that dictates

decisions and action.

The current situation suits India.
First, infiltration in occupied Kash-
mirhas come to an end. Over 700,000
Indian troops and several security
agency personnel are still in the dis-
puted territory. They are continuing
with their brutalities, targeting in-
nocent Kashmiris, their women folk
and children. Human rights viola-
tions have crossed all limits. It is-
only recently that some pressure
%:oups have emerged which raised
their voices against human rights
violations by Indian security agen-
cies. Some NGOs and international
forums have spoken against the In-
dian state terrorism.

War against terror has not been
carried to India to counter its state
terrorism. India thinks that that is its
internal problem. Justice hasnotbeen
done. Instead India has blamed Pa-
kistan (since September 11, 2001) of

| crossborder terrorism. And India has

succeeded in its effort to label the
Kashmiris’ struggle for the right of
self-determination an act of terror-
ism. :

Second, India has taken undue
advantage of the ceasefire Pakistan
offered unilaterally along the line of

| control from 26" of November 2003.

There is ceasefire on the line of con-
trol. But fire has not ceased inside
theIndian held Kashmir. Indianbru-
talities have been intensified How-
ever, it is heartening to hear Mr.
Vajpayee say that some solution
would be found of the over half a
century old dispute over Jammu and
Kashmir. Let us hope that a solution
also acceptable to Kashmiris is made
possible.
Most

importantly, . upbeat

| economy and peace with Pakistan

will take India to new heights in
business and industry and interna-
tional market. If China has vision to
be an economic superpower, India
would not like to be left behind in
the race. India is headed to be an
economic power — a developed na-
tion by 2020 (present growth rate is
8.4 percent). Early Indian parliamen-
tary electionis being planned to cash
in on economic growth. So, it is logi-
cal that its leaders have to come to
Pakistan to initiate a process of dia-

I| logue and discuss all bilateral issues,

including Kashmir.

President Musharraf had already
given India many concessions and
assurances much ahead of formal
talks. Pakistan took many confidence
building measures to reduce tension
and create an environment of trust
between the two countries.

| = Indiais certainly happy over what
it has got from General Musharraf.

rectly the consequence of relation-
ships within the region and more so
the consequence of relationship with
immediate neighbours as in case of
India and Pakistan. While there is
recognition of basic facts and situa-
tions affecting relationship, there
may be disagreement over causes
and also on policies that should be
devised to cope with it.

The world is unevenly developed.
It is crucial to ask to what extent this
is the result of groups defending
their interests at international, re-
gional and national levels. Vested
interests are also a major source of
conflicts: political, social and eco-
nomic.

As long external threats of war
and internal security problems (also
a function of external situation) ex-
ist, it is extremely difficult for any
national government to undertake
measures for social, political, and
economic reforms. Under situations
of increased uncertainties and con-
flicts, efforts for better governance
and changing the structure of the
economy may be frustrated. Simi-
larly, leadership may not be able to
effectively devoteitselfto adequately
address institutional and structural

roblems with a view to empower-
ing the poor.

Development is a complex Froc—
ess, not free of implications of (po-
litical) relations with other countries,
specially with next-doorneighbours.
Sogoes the old saying, love thy neigh-
bour.

Pakistan has paved the way for its
journey to peace with development
agenda and an air of self-esteem. It is
time that India and Pakistan, two big
neighbours in South Asia, get to-
gether and resolve all bilateralissues
including Kashmir,

If the cricketing authorities of the
two countries find it difficult to de-
cide such simple matters as the ven-
ues and timings of test matches and
one-day matches, political issues are
much more complex to handle. But
the two neighbours seem to have
realized that much water has flown
under the bridge. People on both
sides have suffered. Concerted and
sincere effort is required to make up
for the lost opportunity and bring
prosperity to the people.

Domestic security is a function of
level and degree of threat percep-
tions and actual external threats. As
soon as external threats diminish the
domestic environment would be-
come favourable forinvestment. The
engine of growth starts working ef-
fectively and efficiently. Good Tuck
Pakistan. Good luck India. Good luck
South Asia. p
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tic situation may be directly or indi-
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