
f#t~ AA RfF-pj(as hmir co rre l~~~ili~~ging require-The 12th SAARC sum~1t M. Anwar ments of the world. SAARC is
meeting held. In. 'as it provided an opportunity the use of power. " an ideal platform to address the
Islamabad. the capital of for the top leaders of India and The ground realItIes suggest multifarious problems faced.by

Pakistan.on January 4"6. 2~4. Pakistan to meet on the side- that India and PakIstan exIst. as the people of South AsIan
marked it~ s!gnatures to bnni lines of SAARC and offer their dissenting neighb?urs with region. "

new oppmlsm among th~ willingness to engage them- extra quah.ficatlOnof becoming Surely the. ratlO~alap~r~ach
poverty ndden people of South selves in a meaningful and sus- nuclear nvals. It IS also the taken by IndIan Pnme MInister

" Asian region. Le~ders ~f tained dialogue to resolve all stark truth th~t both these to expre~s his willi~gness to
. SAAR~ departed .for th~1r outstanding issues including natIOns .are stili locked on engage In a s.ustamed a.nd

respective country after havIng Kashmir. Kashmir Issue.thereby.. dlrec~ly meaningful dIalogue with
sig~ed a mutually aw~ed decl~- Hence. making the 12th and i~directly InfluencIng with Pakistani t~p lead.ership. to
ratton. which m.amfest their SAARC summit meeting as the negative Impact the SOCIaLcul- resolve all Issues IncludIng
resolve to work for the ~ette:- most valid historical event. Let tural. economIc and regional Kashmir will be protected from
ment of the people of t~IS us hope the initiative taken by cooperation or development In the negative mind set and blunt

I r. r~gion. As a regIOnal assocla- top leaders of both the countries the region. .. , . hardlin~rs. in India and the pro-
I' tlOn. SAARC co,uld not show showing positive intentIon to H,avIng consume? and cess ot dIalogue as pro~osed

impressive performance and start dialogue between India, exhausted all the optIOns to and envisaged by President
faj led to demonstrate valId Musharraf will be allowed to
cooperation amongst the mem- meet its meaningful end. This
ber ~(ates. . , will not only encourage opti-
, The world saw thIs orgaruza- mism among the people ?f
tion as superfluous and worth- SAARC member states but will
less. Hence many commenta- also end the gross injustices
tors and analysts named it ~s done' to the people of Jammu
the "Dead Horse" of South AsIa and Kashmir who are being

I unable to )11akeits mark in, punished for dema~din.g their
,socIal. cultural and. economiC, rights of self detenmnatlon and
tields.It was frustratmgly a~ful expression of freedo~. , ,
to see, SAARC makIng Will India act wIse. see the
extremely slo\" and sluggish writing,on the wall ~d ~solv.e
progress m all Its well-planned the Kashmir issue with smcen-
and' otherwise viable projects. ty? It is a vital question, which

. Why, SAARC could not will only be answered by the1
1

,
.

progress
. .was a relevant ques- rational approach taken. by

I tion haYlngstraIght answers Indianleadership.
that unresolved political issues The whole" South Asianloverride

.!he social. cultural and region remains depe
.

ndent upon
I economIc aspects and no Indian sincerity of purpose and

progress can be made in n~~- earnest.seriousness of thei~con-L political area
.

. s unless the poh.t!- cern. Should India do justIce to
r cal disputes are addresse~ wlt~ the people of Kashmir and

sincerity and resolved amlc~bly.. allow them their just rights. of
I Progress on SAARC projects self-determination to decide

' is,highlyand significantlycor- their own future. theSAARC
related with the old ,and deeply and Pakistan will prove fruitful resolve th~ well- ingrained will automatically kicko~ in its
entrenched .Kashmlr I?roblem and positive steps will be initi- Kashmir dispute between the. questto realize SAARC I,deal~.
'between.lndlll and Pakistan the ated to puUhe region on the two cou~tnes. the peoP.le 01 The poor masses .m t~e
two nIJclearnvals. path of development. So~th AsIan reglO~have I?I~ned region will also .get the~r basIc

II
Unforty~ately,SAAR<; does It has been the vision of theIr hopes on Pnme MI~lster needs. a sense of protectIOnand I ~not per~l.tmc.luslOn?fbl~ateral President Musharraf to engage Vajpayee. and PresIdent promising futur~. The w?rl~

a~d poh.tlca~Issues .for dlsc~s- in peaceful. sustained and Musharraf to take bold steps~o will then accord dlff~rentpnon-
~Ion dunng Its meetIngs of dlf- meaningful dialogue with India end the dec~des old but moll- ty to SAARC an.d.ItS member
ferent !evels and hence the, as allcoercivemethodsfailedto bund~ashmlrIssue.. statesboth at polItIcalan~eco-
association c~>uldnot suggest or clear the negative environment' !n fact the I?eople of South nomic levels: The onus he~ on ,.
act as a ~edlator between India leading to friction and tension AsIa have reahze.d that resolu- the leadershIp. Only the t!me
and PakIstan who stand ready between India and Pakistan tion of KashmIr Issue h~s slg- will tell us whether the IndIans,to fight each other dur~ng all who have fought three W

.

ars in nificant implicatIOns for the decide to cash the opportunity
\.

'
!11 seasons and under all clrcu~- the past but could not arrive at :-vhole~outh Asian regIOn and positively or otherwise. Let us
.
.\stances.12t~ SA~~C summit any decisive outcome through ItS vertIcal progression to keep hope for the best.has been UnIquem ItS meetIng ,


