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. cal career at stake, bysaying:ithat"fie the economic wellbeingof the South
GeneralMlrzaAslamBeg wouldresign if!te failed to achieve a Asianregion. India, therefore, sought

breakthrough". One cannot, but ap- to compartmenta1isethe SAAR.c'objec-

T
he ice has perceptibly melted preciate his commitment and his vision tives and the Kashmir issue. In the mat-
and the much-strained Indo. for the cause of peace, and his firm be- ter of SAARC,India has emphasised
Pak relations, creating a mor- lief, that, the peace process initiated at the regional~conomic cooperation on
bid geo"political climate are Islamabad "will open a new chapter in th~ basis"'OiSAFTA and has proposed

showing some positive facets. The the troubled history of South Asia." . edj'nomic'unity, open borders and
12th SAARCSummitand the conse- TheDeclarationis not an.outcome commoncurrency- the objectivesto
quent Islamabad Declaration may of any singledeterminant,as momen- be achievedin a periodof 1();;'15years.
prove to be a watershed event for tous decisionsof su~~ature are usu- Onthe Kashmirissuetheyhaveagreed
peace in SouthAsia.This is markedly allyri1ulti-caWj.3l~vafiouscompulsions to initiate ConfidenceBuilding Mea-
differentfromthe summitsheldin La- have generatea tile visibledynamism. sures{CBMs),preparatoryto engaging
hore in 1999 and in Agra in 2001. The foremost is the futility of con- in a serious dialogueon ~hmir, be-
Even though these were peace over- fro$tional gamuts,whichhave been ginningwith the comingmonth. This
tures butnot manypreparationswere ..plaguingSouth Asian region. Now, is indicativeof the seriousnessof pur-
made to ensure their succ~s. Coit~ ~thereisan unequivocalrealisationthat pose. Bothsides appear malleable,re-

versely, Islamabad Summit was the ~ is tl..,dvutiRtmt[(;Ire/)it, tI,e"" fleetinga clearervisionof the current
outcomeof seriousdeliberations.The ~d the neglect of imperativesand the dire need to solve
'Peace Plan' was kept highly secret economic imperatives is dangerous the enormous rang'eof problemsfac-
and eventhe track twodiplomats,and and the nations of the worldwoulddo ingthe region. . ,
the media:'did not seem to have any better by paying due attention to the
inkling of what,was going on behind economic factor so vital to preservirlg
the scene. OnJ;Ya small coterie, com- national sovereignty and prosperity.
prising th&lndian foreign minister Mr Endowed with this insight India and

.Yashwant Sinha, Mr Thriq Am of Pak- Pakistan have acted to build a con-
istan and Mr Brajesh Mishra from ducive environment for dialogue,
India were the key players in the peace knO\ving fully well that the "Line of
game. The National Security adyisor of Control cannot be turned into a per-
India, Brajesh Mishra was perhaps the manent border", nor the "option for an
lead catalyst in this respect who had independent Kashmir" can be the so-
reached Islamabad, a few days earlier lution. Such an approach, no doubt,
to remove the procedural bQttlenecks. may alienate a segment of Hindu ex-
This shows, India's ability to institu- tremists but~will win-over the Muslim
tionalise the mechanism of its National populace, a considerable fourteen per
Security Council, to evolve sagacious cent, and duly compensate for the
Policies, having bearing on critical na- likely loss of support in the coming
tional security interests. elections. And, very rightly, Mr Vaj-

Islamabad Declaration, therefore, is' payee has decided to follow the elec-
the result of such preparations, tion theme of "peace and amity With
notwithstanding Pakistan's flexibility Pakistan" as against the previoustPoli-
and open-arm approach for the fur- cies of "confrontation with Pakistan",
therance of peace in the region, Pak- for the forthcoming general elections.
istan's endeavours for promoting India's emergence as an economic
peace, will undoubtedly be appreciated power is predictable but the dream
by the global community which is cannot be realised unless it cuts down
rightly apprehensive of the conse- drastically on its troops commitment in
quences; should the relations take on Kashmir and military ambitions, which
more ominous form, Mr Vajpayee has run counter to the peace initiative. The
unfolded his pQliticaJ,agenda, using all peace initiative no doubt, contains a
the instrumeRts of-diplomacy, to degree of objectivity to ensure its
achieve a breakthrough. In fact, he has workability and plausible use of the
taken a !iaring.srep; placing his politi- emerging opportunities of achieving
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for the deliverance of peace. The re-
cent statement by Pakistan's foreign
minister and the leader of the ruling
party, Chaudhry Shqjaat Hussain: "we
are willing to look at options other
than the UN resplutions" is tantarriQ~<
to giving something,lY1!-4;p,~ne does
not possess. Such options ~'OtIJy be
exercised by Kashfuiris, who Je"I;e-
lentleSSlystruggJing and sacrificing for
their legitimate rights. Pakistan shoul!!,
avoid making su(1l pretentious 'state-
ments, witholIt taking Kashmiri leaders .
into confidence. Aiready'the lSlamabad
Declaration has shown serious dis-
crimination, by adding a chapter on
terrorism, placing the entire' onus on
Pakistan - to disallow, use of its tem- .
tory for cross-border terrorism -
while there is no mention of Indian
state terrorism, in occUpied KashmiI;
which continues, unabated. 0>-r here are positiveportents of the The peace process needs 00"1)1in-

Declaration, but at the same stiWtionalised. In case of India, the'
time it js wudent to keep in NationalSeCurityCouncilprovidesthe

view the pitfalls and apprehensions advantageofinstitWionaliseddecision
that may come its way,thwarting the making on na'tion:alsecurity issues,
peace initiative.Both'countries must 'Vhilein Pakistan, it is essentiallyper- J
also pay due attention to the prevail- sonalised. The momentum for peace I
ing animosityat the levelof radicals, must not be allowedto remain an ini-li
and the pseudo-intelligentsia whose tiative of just the two individuals '-
unconsidered remarks and actions PresidentMusharrafand PrimeMinis"
may become contributing factors in ter Vajpayee.The heightened threat
spoilingthe peaceprocess. It is clearly facing the two leaders - a failing
discernible that the masses on both healthand desperateattempts on Gen-
sides of the border crave peace. They era!Musharraf'slife,must also remain
must not be disappointedyet again, at the back of the mindwith the plan-

The most sensitive aspect to be ners. Thevested interestswouldspare
considered by both sides is that the no efforts to bl~k thepeace¥process,
peopleof Kashmirmustnotbe,ignored by unpredictable~eans, ,
or sidelinedat anycost:as they are the India has to take yet another vital
finalarbiters.Animposeddecisionwill policy decision. They have to opt for
not be palatablefor theKashmiri peo- either of the two contemporary
pIe and their inclusion in the peace stratagems- Q.QJ.rearsof Q.e~d
process is at the root of a lasting peace prosperity - th~ Chinese choice, or
in the SU
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b-continent. The failure of \5
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rhegemony
. .~ donunalionOslo and Camp David Accords oc- y use of milit3.l'Y"~ economic

curred because of forceddecisionson ower - the US all)6ltion, On this

the Palestinians.~-"'J'IIli~1Jl.is.abet- oice,hingesthe fate ofthe peopleofter optionthan b ralism.Decisions the subcontinent.
taken to the exclusions of the Kash-
miris willalienatethem from the pro" The writer is Chairman FRIENDS
cess and willprovecounterproductive fr786pak@isb.comsat8.net.pk


