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0 ncea~aintheI.MPhaslived of,theIndianfIighCommissionYi.ri'I~.' ""', '" ' h" "'" ,0rderw,findout.'Yhyth~,In~are tlfeir~ea~sisp~~dtictoqwRnUijor

, pp to ~;its"re~'t1tation and ~bad. ~e In~ ~~ M~~r,P!rv,i!' ~~al ~,,~em. '\n~m'a.systein~~ vilifi(),~ion factQ~,., Part of th~ s~fcess~as t~e
madecur'amazmgly,strange did not w t long to highlight the dif- Thewriter \'ks,'forIslamabadiI> camplUgn, ainst ~~Not oIily product of I!Amencan.led, war m
IJiov~;hri',order ,to malign fe~~n~eb~een:th~~tw;9 ~~ulsions. t POlicy8i~eaichln~titute theBJPiai' qther memDer~!or,t~e.M~~9:!l4 ()o~eque~teffectiv,e

Pakistan.Not<!nlY~I~"orderedth$~,*,~iJt,ijesaIdthat the Pakistarudiploma£s, ~;chee3@lprp,pakorg $angh~~v~ are dete~II}ln~dt?, ,qipl~a~?~~d3;!ti.cula!lOnofanti-
pulshm of five Rak~staniofficials, weree~pellede<mthe groun~ of the' ,,' paint'PaIgstan.asa terrorist'()!>lfrItrY"'f.men~ansentime'Jts.Thesecondfac-
w9rkingin the Pakistani,High001'1\7FIRthat was10dgedbythe Indianpo, ,If one revie~sthe Qv~Smade'b¥~ but tfieywouldalso like tQkeep'the I' tor that co.r;J.tributedtowardstheir,su~-
missioninNewDelhi,it eVenwentp> lice but the neighbouring country theBJP sincethe fail ,eof~ Sum;, pJ,"es~ureoIiPakistanby ~~pl?ying cess'lYas,t~eir o~ strategytowme
theextentof accusingtheActingijig~ ~to..oka similar,step as'a retalhitory mit,it b~com~squMbbvioUsthatnot various methodssuch ~, ~ori~entra-. andtfienfiontestel~ctio~.Almostall
Commissioner°.rprovi~g, mo~e(~o move.-.He":38a~te.mptin.gtpjstr~ss ~'.!1~emove.wasiiit~ndegtp ~e~ure tiQnofforc~s()n~kiStanf;~?f9~rs:'~~ ofth~separties~mode~!re~{)us
the'r,epresen~atlve of"tReJ,A¥I'a~\~!1,'(~tb-at the,Paldstapl diploma~ weryor- n~ac~"t;oUowmgth~f!~~ti.~~Ylct()ry!;p,~a,t~dly:drumptmg!it~gr'~notIOn'of "p~,fti~s a§.the extreImst,!;I'ehgIO1,lS
ij~yat Conferenc~~<~fIC).llItwoUld. dered to move out of India,tbe,cau~~ u~ ,Glijarat, the BJP:;)1ar~l!n~f~',a~- "cross bQJ:der mflltr!l<tlo1)\.",/, e¥en ,,~Qups.are Cjlreadybapn,ed'i
Deratherdifficultto.accepttheIndianu they indvIgedin activitiestbatvio- ",p~are4Jo~econviIl,cedthat'tIie'QnJy thoughtheyarefulJy~o~tQf41th~ ", " " iV

version of events. No sane observer is', lated int~rmitional diplqIhaticruies' ~:waytl1eYcbuld will'tHe ~le,c'tions\\'as fa~t the infiltrationhaSi>EJsnC<!nsid- 0.," 8mpare9 to Pak,jstan; oJ;le,ttas
lik~ly"to, buy the ~r~ument that

",

the
,

an~prastice~where~ ~~',,~
, ,~-1), }'()~ting ,for a tougn1'~pptoac~W '~ra~lyre9uced 7,~ex.a~erate~pr~- " .illt{)ask theqU~~tl
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maltr
Act~JIigh Conmusslonerwouldp~J,"- I)',1,erely.\..ret~hatedrmthout,iany. .,."' $W~ Pa~!SUI.I!'no IJ1~t"r how Irra- Jectwn qf fundamental~ts' nsem ',' ()Jthe ,~~remlSt",Hlniju"groqPs
sonally call the representative 'q! s.tantiveb~,It i~"indeedJ~~tto~~(a.r tionalit might, ~~~eart?the.re~tof ~an(Lcot;\~~ous ~fcus~~9!l1S. a~e b~ed l~ India. SoW~i.!pf~tte,
'1\PHCandhandover the mo~ey:'There fetc~~edt£.a,~sumeithat t~e In<ijans the..!V?r19:Althougp',this:'a'pp~oach a~~mstrakls.ta;\,olh oneforIfl~,or H;mdu"e~tremlst grol\J?~.mclp,gmg

" are maI.1ysafer~d alternatIvemeth-m ~u~t;,have,,~ssess~dthe hkeJ.y-Pak- wastri;~41'i~,,~lections"butItdidnot t~e9th~r.' 1': . ,,~. thos~I.:whi~h~ve even,ndic~e?

\
ods,a~~~bletqtglyemoneyto,thet~- ~taI).l.responsean92adalr~ady~e~ . ',';" ,,",ii", ", ,," , "IiJ.'~i\I", " ~" "o~su ~me~~5!'!.:~~~W?'

: get'~PI\Jl~!lalSOrt!t~lgrO\lPSf.~f9ne!s" ~e~H9 ~~~e;ifaklst',I}il()ti,r~t~a-T I eif, feteDe 'etwie 'th;,"'di ' "nd,!'" i I!'~ w.,!~d!! .
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, ~IID;,~\plostof,the,pre~?I1SSimil8.l'.~tsof, i~moves
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esWltH
"
"we" "

. '~ent - .,;') CqmnussfonerW~1nthe'F1Rthatwas dipl?matbashin~andconsequentex- ",.~, !it'" ", ,,' ' ,,' 'cl '0", tIOnagalUSt'~hem,ex?ept,aijvi!!ing

I filed. '" .'~ '", "" pulSlOns, th~IndiansmerelY~d~~Cedana1YseaJlKel~'reactlonsfromthetargetcountry i' .:hew"nQt'to.J.ndulge Jnh~sh .13:n-, Whatey,er.,the facts ofihecase are, the accusatIOns that the actlVltiesof , ,', dh " ','N ">!,, Ij' J h" " h' n k' 'i, ,.~, ~, guage. Even'some, of the chief,I1UIUS-

. ol\e~hiIigis qui!e de~~at ~e mQve th~ P¥ista~i em~assy_official,i'Yere"an, "t ,,~II, exec1i,tesw;~J,'.ea$ t e ca ,}stanIS, Inlllost ~\1 ters!;nIn~~declareds;omemembers
was mtet;d~,d

,

to mahg~
,

Pak
,lstan on not. compatible wIth hISrecogms~d cases merely

'

, I'.
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-
,
e, acts'to

,
the, moves

"
Astrangekindof

"

11 oflfE! rulin~Sangh farivar jiSthe ter-
onehandanato clli;creditthe,freedom dutIes. " '", "'," It , , ,', " rorist groups but the centriJfgovern-
moven'i~nt"Qnth'e'other,E;verybody Tillsisnot~h~nrsttin\ethatthese reciprocitfis Qeing maintained between' these two me~topted'i"notto banthem.On/the
knowsthatnotonlythePakistanHigh twocountr~es h~ve ex~elled their .~. -." . .. .,. .' i '~ontrary these groups were,employed
Conunission in NewDelhiis subjected diplomat$. Tlfe,past is studded with South.Aslanstates ,to s¥r~ad fears"in states whE1rethe¥
to all kindsof."closeobservationsbut many examplesin.which'diplomats '" r. have' ilifluence.There are many
all the Pakistaniworkingin the High are declaredpersonanon grataand .," in. 'if groupS,)VhiCh could have J:)eeneasily

, Commission are also closely watched then aSl,<edtoleavethe c°1!Iltrywithin pay,the desiredlevelof dividen$. Yet One has to admire the India~iap"" qeclared as terrorist groups.
11 and at t~me~~ven h~assed. Under 48 hOJiI:S.~e,~fl!.s I>r~ctic~appears th~ BJ~w.°~d like WstrictlY, adhere proaches as, they a~e empl?rmgall. In this ~ame of a~tions an~ re~-

such strIct VIgIlanceIt'seems some- to be a legltlmate and 18bemg"prac- to It pnm3.ri.1ybeca4S~of overwhelm- those allegationsagamst Pakistanthat tlOYISthe diplomats wovIdcontinue to
what ludicrous to assume that an Act- ticed by var,ieuscountries but not,the .mgsuccess in G~arat lPne ~houldnot ",ould graphically describe. not only 'experience unnecessary bashipg.'Re-
ing High Commissionerhimselfwould way India exploits this practice. India overlook the special situa.tion inGu- the developments inside India but peated expulsions without any tangi-
be a party to such an act. Either the is in the habit of cooking up charges jarat. Not only it shares border with wovIdalso prove to be mostappro: blereason ~dconvincing evidence is
Indians are running out of sophisti- and then blaming the other country Pakistan but it has also been ravaged priate and accurate description of the... likelyto eventuallyinvokestronger re-
cated ideas to sustain their campaign for causing unnecessary deterioration by extensive anti-Muslim riots, Anti- poliCies.For years, the Indians loyed actions and may even push the Pak-
of maligningPakistan,orthey have de- of relations. . Muslimsentinlents coupled with anti- to describe Pakistan as a fundarrien- istanis to go beyond the ongoing
literately embarkedupon a crude trail The difference between the Indian Pakistanism were cleverly exploited talist country and excessively pro- game of tit for tat. Already so~e in
of undesirable acts because they feel and the Pakistani moves is that India by the BJE and its associates. m addi- jected a rapid increase in religious Pakistan are suggestingthat invie'w of
such acts wouldbe easilycomprehen- plans the moves with well analysedtion, hate pamphlets containing mas- groups. The apprehension'highlighted extremely uncivilised behaviour and
sible among a large section of their likely reactions from the target coun- giveexaggeration and grosSdiStortion was that soon hardliner fundamental-. total disregard of established di~lo-
own gullible society or the act is a try and then executes whereas the of facts about the rapid growth of the ists would rule Pakistan. Asa result of matic practices by both the Indian
part of a well-calculatedstrategy. Pakistanis, in most cases, merely re- Muslims in India were distributed in, the recent elections in Pakistan, this agencies and members of the ruling

As a consequence of India's un- acts to the moves, A strange kind of an attempt to scare the Hindus aridto is indeed the fIrst tinle that the reti- Sangh Parivar,India should at least be
necessary expulsion, the Pakistanis reciprocity is being ~aintained be- invoke extreme Hindu nationalism. gious parties have gained consider- declared as a non-family station for

. also reacted and expelled five officials tween these two~outh Asian states. One does not have to dig deep in able number of ::;eats.Theincrease in the diplomats.
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New Delhi and r ( A t " th t

/

Isla~abad to ~~~ C Ion "m' IOU asustaIn the es- 7., J "= \ 1

trangement pf I" ,,) '# 0 1..D . ,
two neighbours. "". ~a)t-T" lUA- Kuldi p Na yar
Theyhavedel~el-- '\,:,>,,-'

n oped a vested in- ~ sion that its sponsors are either thE: . ~ ,- . recordofconversationbetweenPresi-
\ terestin the distance people from across theborder or from

~
'he entire gamut dent Musharr\f and President

! itself. The belief is that they would among the fundamentalists living in - Vladimar Putin.
) gain byh<;>ldingthemselves aloof and ~dia. Since those appreh~nded 01.' . f Indo.-Pakties Whatever mess~ge this may c~n-

by spurnmg any offer for nonnalcy, killed happen to be Muslims, par'

"

suffers from the vey, the fact remams that the entire
muchless friendship. That is the rea- ticularly from Pakistan, the question '11' gamut of Indo-Pakistan relationshi
son why all con~acts, particularly of their motive is increasingly sus- I1 ";;'eliefthat both suffers from the belief that both
non-official, have been snapped for pect. No better'scenario would have )~ - should persist with their tit-for-tat
all practical purposes. The reduction been possible for the spread 0~

1," E...

hould persist. policy.AnY
.

leeway given, according
j of diplomatic staff in,each other's saffronisationbecauseitstrengtheru I -th the-r t-.. .#o~ tat to them, will look as a departure
\ high commissions may still be re- the Sangh parivar's agenda to creatE 1 I 11-' I ,- from the tough stand the two have
, duced becaqse that gives a dramatic ill will against IWdstan as well as th(~ olicy. come to adopt for their own pur-

touch to the scene. Muslims. This also pol~rises the so

~

.' - poses. That retired diplomats and
The BJP,which heads the govem- ciety further. " fonner military officers have played

ment in India, ~as learnt through ThePakistan governmentis equally . ha"l°c on both sides goes without
experience in Gujarat how it can win comfortable with the situation. 11 . . saymg. Close to the government on
at the polls by raising the bogey of helps Islamabad in two ways. One"i

1
(

J

,ls.

am

,

. p in Pakistan-controlled Kash- both sides, they give them input
.

s for

Pakistan. Hindutva leaders have can parade itself as the bastion of ". Intelligenceofficialsreportedly accusations,threatsand cussedness.
come to believe that the anti-Paki- Muslims and,a defender of the two- , rdered inhabitants 135of them were I was amused to hear at Islamabad
stan bias at some stage gets con- nation theory, rejected by' India. No Tom Saudi Arabia -to hide in the that Pakistan was not in favour of
verte

,

d into anti-M

.

uslim feel
.

ing. wonder,preS

.

ide

.

ntMUS

.

h~rrafraised
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.

jungletomak~thecampap

.

pear
.

de- reciprocating India's gesture of al-
Therefore, even when the name of the question of Gujarat at the UN tc serted. Pakistan's Infonnation Min- lowing PIA flights over Indian air-
General Pervez Musharraf was used emphasise that Pakistan has the righ~ Jister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 'refused space because it was costing New
during electioneering in Gujarat, the to speak on behalf of the Muslims if to comment on whether such a FBI Delhi" a hell of a lot of money" while
word "Mian"was prefixed to deride India. Two, President Musharraf car

.l

:

.

I

probe had taken,pla'ce. taking circuitous routes to avoid Pa-
the Muslim community. allay the fears of religious parties in 'StillNew Delhi, although unhappy kistani airspace. But at the same
. S~ce the.party has. ~o compunc- P~~stan~athehas~~tl~ftthejehad: Irith Washington for not putting time I, was asked: SuRPose

tion m pla~g th~ r~~glOusor <;>ther milit~ts m Kashmir high an~dry "enough pressure on Islamabad, is Isla.mab~d allowed over flYIng o~
cards, It will not 1IDtia!~o~ reClpro- despIte the pressure from presIdenf

n
' som ewhat satisfied

.

that it has

.

' IndI

.

an aIrcraft, would ~ew Delhi
.cate any step for conciliation, from Bush. JI brou!dlt down the level of terrorism. allow PIA to land at Delhi? Pur for-

within or without the country,with Islamabadalsositsprettywithcon iU On the other hand, Islamabadfeels eign officeis aware of this. My im-
~akistan. Th~ ar~ent is that why tinuation of terrorism acr?ss the b.or

~

gratified that some Lashkar-e-Taiba pression is thatit will happen ~ooner
It should do anything that may con- der. It labours under the lffipressIol militants here and some Fadaians than later but nobody can gIve an
fuse the tainted and potential voters th

.

at it has been able to "hoodwink '

I
'

.

there have kept India on tenterhooks. undertaking be
.

forehand. Still this
atatimewhenelectionsaredueinlO washingtonOntheexistenceoftrain

~..

r
.

Str
.

ange, Pakistan sees in President indicates the extent to which the pet
.

-
states within a year and in the coun- ing camps in Pakistan. One spedfi 'Musharraf' svisit to Moscow" a chink tifogging goes on between tite two
trywi~20months.. ex.ampl~isthatofaPakistaniagen~lllintheannour"offriendshipbetween count~ies. . . -.

Terronsm, too, has come ~ handy ~sleadmg the FBIa~~nts, wh<;>~s-
,'\india and Russia, although Moscow PakIstan IS ye~.to give IndI~ ~e

to the ~JP. It has created the lffipres- Ited a suspected mIlItant trammg .l~as sent New 9E!lhi the verbatim MFN status, which New Delhi ac-
T' /

t..

-;,

The Nation

policy

.... ~- - - -

corded tolslamabad a coupleof ears
ago. Under the WTO charter :y~ .

t .
Wh ' this IS

au OI!latic. y should Islamabad
drag ItSfeet when it is obliged to take
t~e ~tepeventually? Ifound Pakistan
dIvIded on this issue. Once again the
enmity against India seems to be af-
fecting the decision. I thought that
there would be some goodwill if
Islamabad were to extend the MNF
status now. But then that does not fit
into the policy Islamabad pursues.

In the same way, India's participa-
tion in\the SAF Games at Islamabad
will generate friendly feelings. But
that does not fit into the BJP'sscheme
of things. Against this background,
theappoinhnentofaformerbureau-
crat, N. N. Vohra, as New Delhi's
interlocutor to Jammu and Kashmir
does not help the situation. True, he
has been appointed to have talks only
with the leaders on our side. But at
some stage New Delhi will ,have to
associate Pakistan for a final settle-
ment.

This is spelt out both in the Sirnla
Agreement and the Lahore Declara-
tion. A political leader of stature
would have given a correct message
not only to Srinagar but also to
Islamabad. At present it looks likean
exercise whim New Delhi wants to
go over to meet the demand for talks
with the Kashmiri leaders.Onehopes
that the Hurriyat will not bekept o~t.
But whoever he talks to, Vohr~ will
have to have a brief. New Delhi does
not have a policy on Kashmir exce~!
thatitwants to curb "the insurgency
in the state. But then aparty that does
not accept Article 370,giving a spe-
cial status to Jand K, cannot be ex-
pected to go far, much less accom-
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g those who want autonomymo a ,

, within India. t t
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