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/. rt1.-Jx4- 1 the process of rapprochement dUly jingoistic policy employ
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' supported by the initiation of com- Nine Eleven period. Benefiting
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posite dialogue, there are encour- from the international cir
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cum-

, aging signs that things could be stances and anti-terrorism drive in

UP0 n 1
1-- IV'. T. . different this time round provided the world, India tried to paint Paki-. #..J.- ~-r the leadership of both countries stan as promoter of terrorism and

learn lessons from the beleaguered hence deserving to be declared as
past. Somepoints are instructive in terrorist country. It moved its half

t this regard: a million forces on 'the Pakistan's
Firstly there are no anti-dialogue border to make Pakistan surren-momen Um elements on the national political der. But allits effortswent to naught

, scene in Pakistan. The religious with Pakistanrefusingto dot the
forces that are known for their ve- Indian line.
hement opposition to the govern- The futility of the Indian policies
ment of the day on Kashmir and could never be more marked. This
reconciliation process with India has paved the way for the resump-
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are on ~oard cou
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rtesy;their deal.on ti~nofan?rmalsortofrelationship
~ LFO WIththe government. Durmg wIth PakIstan and resort to nego-
, PMVajpayee's Lahore initiative the tiation for the solution of all issues

Jamaat-i -Islami brought out pro- including Kashmir. Secondly
test demonstrations dubbing the Vajpayee wants that his name
subsequent Lahore Declaration as should go down the history books
a sell-out on Kashmir". It did not as a peacemaker who tried to bring
resort to any protest on this tour of about peace in the troubled region.
the Indian PM and was all for set- Thus his wish to achieve peace can
tlement of all disputes through be an added advantage in carrying
negotiations. the dialogue forward to a mean-

The religious forces may express, ingful end.
a bit of disagreement on the gov- Another factor th,~.tis quite posi-
ernment's approach to the solu- tive in this ri'!gard is the intema-

~ tion of Kashmir issue but they are tionalpressurethatisnudgingboth
. by no means against this thawing Indian and Pakistan along the path
, of relationship between India and of reconciliation and negotiations.
~, Pakistan. This is a marked depar- The world knows that huge catas-

ture from their previous stands'on trophe would follow if India and
't Pakistan's India policy. It is to be Pakistan were left to fend for them-

.1 noted that their sudden rise in the selves. Hence great international

l'

national politics has served tom:od- interest in the settlement of all is-
'. erate their chauvinistic viewpoint sues through dialogue.

on India and Kashmir. Speaking There is also a realisation in the
on MMA's foreign policy outlook, Indian power circles that Indian

. Maulana Fazalur Rehman assured thrust for greater role on the world
the world that if MMA formed political spectrum is being ham-
government it would not bring pered by its continued confronta-
about any major policy shifts in tionist relationship with Paki-
country's foreign policy vis-a.-vis stan. Indian Establishment now
India and Western countries. thinks that if it solves all the

The statement was made follow- issues or at least starts a process
ingapprehensionsintheWestthat for reduction of tension with

..,J, MMA's holding of power could Pakistan, a greatimpetus would be
'-T endanger their stakes in Pakistan. provided to,its march for a greater

It is also interesting to note that role. So India is definitely looking
Maulana's comments on reconcili- for a sort of modus operandi for
ation with India have been more ensuring peaceful relation with
than moderate. He is also one of Pakistan.
the politicians who visited India In view of these encouraging
and met Indian PM during his New developments, there is now nope
Delhi visit and here at Islamabad that Pakistan and lr\dia can lay to
as well. 1)1is is no smal

,

l develop- rest their strained past and make a
"'!1 ment and can"'behelpful in reach- new beginning. The way both sides

- ing out to hardliners. are coming down form their
Secondly, mainstream political maximalist positions plus great

parties especially PPP and PML-N caution their respective leaderships
are known for their flexible pdsi- are exercising should make us
tions on India. PPPP has done well hopeful that great future is on the
to welcome the reconciliationproc- cards. Fu~l credit to General
ess initiated by President Musharraf and PM Vajpayee for
Musharraf that speaks of party's giving peace a chance.

BYAMANATALl CHAUDHRY

ThebeginningOftheyear2004' mature approach of rising above
presents a different picture personal rivalries with the clear
in theSubcontinentasagainst distinction between personal in-

the tension-packed period that terest and the national interest.
scared the worldwiththeripe pos- Nawaz Sharif s PML is also in the
sibility of outbreak of nuclear favour of dialogue with India for
hostilitiesbetweenIndiaand Paki- the solution of all outstanding is- . -

stan. The eyeball-to-eye-ballcon- sues including Kashmir. ~ -

1

frontation, which was a marked Nawaz Sharif showed great vi-,
feature of their mutual relations sion by starting a dialogue process :
since December13, 2001 took a with India before being ousted.
heavytollontheeconomiesofboth Thus this rare politicalunity should
countries speeding up the back- be used as a window of opportu-
door diplomacyto help effortsde- nity to craft consensus on Paki-
fuse the crisis. stan's position in the forthcoming

At the end ofthe longday, good dialogue and if the question of go-
senseprevailedandSouthAsiawas ing beyond stated positions comes

'
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spared a catastrophe of gigantic up with India also doing the same,
, proportions. The continuation of tl1isunity can be a plus for formu-

hostilitiesalsodelayedtheholding lating national response. The gov-
ofSAARCconferenceforoneyear. ernment'sreaching out to the ARD
Against this background of ten- parties on a dialogue with India
sionandnuclearbrinkmanship,the would make Pakistan's position
mood inNewDelhiandIslamabad E{uitestrengthened now.
isveryupbeatnowwithbothcoun- At Lahore peace process in 1999,
tries all set to resume stalled dia- there were differences on how to
loguefromthenextmonthonwards proceed with India between Civil-
after the restoration of full diplo- ian leadership and military top
matic ties. brass as is clear from subsequent

The recently concludedSAARC developments culminating in the
summit has been instrumental in signing ofWashington Declaration
bringing about meetingsbetween on July 4, the initiation of Kargil
Pakistani and Indian leaderships adventure by the Pakistan army
at the highest level.Theissuanceof and finally the ouster of the PM
a joint statement after a meeting Nawaz Sharif from power.
between PresidentMusharraf and It is a fact that differences be-
PrimeMinisterVajpayeealsosends tween both these powerful sections
,fositiye,~i.'@.~~-J'rq,,~l~"~":$-.persisted !n'P~st~' sJ'~~
ate stalled rpro.cessof~. Ci!ITristoryand whenever anYcIvlH ~

However the factremains that fu]) iimgovernment tried to go b
,

eyond
two yearshavebeenwastedin use- the line drawn by military, things
less belligerenceand deadlock. could not be kept intact and re-

Had Agra served as a seminal suited in the political upheavals.
point for a structured dialogue, There is now a welcome conver-
much headway could have been g~nce between Pakistan's military
made by now. Even earlier the La- position and that of the civilian
hore Declarationwould have laid leadership on how to approach the
the foundation of a phased dia- solution of Kashmir issue. If there
logue, had the occasion not been remains this joint partnership, there
allowed to be held hostage to the is a hope thatthings could move on. vested interests in both countries. in the right direction and these
After strained relationship marked peace overtures between India and
bynuclear brinkmanship, it should Pakistan could yield concrete re-
become clear by now that sults.
adversarial approaches can be no On the Indian side, there is a
substitute for a pragmatic under- growing realisation that no coer- 11!

standing for the solution of the ~ive approach to browbeat Paki-


