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'violence,hostilityand terrorism must had surrendered to the dictates(of pocket,Pakistan'syes to unconditional
be prevented'. Musharraf reassured Indiaover Kashmir.He added that the air flights, plyingof Muzaffarabad-Sri.
Prime MinisterVajpayeethat 'he will struggle of the Kashmiris had been .nagarbus,openingup ofthe Rajesthan

T
he postponed and much- not permit any territory under Pak- compromised and dubbed as terror- landroute,ferry servicebetweenBorn- ,

{ , awaited Saarc Summitpro. istan's control to be used to support ism. The HizbulMl.\iahideencomman- bayandJYrrachi,as alsothe opeilingof
vided the occasion alId the op- terrorism in any manner'. Saarc Dec- der, Syed Salahuddin was sceptical a consulate in Karachi. More than that,

, portunity. Could it ever be laration'clausesunder the head 'Com- about the Indian intentions. He felt it has been able to extract a statement
held withoutVajpayee,the head of the bating Terrorism' need to be read that India wantedto buy time to com- from Musharraftha,t the UN.Resolu-
largest SouthAsianstate? If suspense alongwith this part of the Joint State- pletethe fencingof the Lineof Control tions couldlwould be set aside. And
is an essentialpart of a drama, there ment. The relevant clauses are: ~We on the one hand and crush the free. nowin the Joint Statement,a foolproof
was plentyof it/here.Willhe or won't condemn terrorist violence in all its dom struggle in the occupiedterri¥>ry aSsurance that no supp~rt would be
he come?Andif he does, willbe talk forms and manifestations and note on the other. Maulana Abbasi of the permitted to be provided to the Kash-
to his counterpa£t and General that people of SouthAsiacontinue to lafgerfaction of the H\.!lTiYyatwasun- mirisfrom anypart of the territoriesof
Musharraf, one to one? Will he or face a serious threat from terrorism. happywith the omissionof Kashmiris Pakistan.Also,the Indian understand-
won't he? Weare 'convincedthat terrorism, in all as a party to the issue and voicedhis ing that the Kashmiris struggle has

He came. He attended the Saarc been implicitlyaccepted as terrorism.
Surrimit.Andhe met the General.Not Th

'

ereI
'snodenvingthatIndl

'ahassucceeded I'n Vulnerableas Pakistan is on many
merely a courtesy call. The mi!eting -J & ' counts, including the nuclear issues
lasted more than an hour. More sus. securingPakistan's agreementto followingthe and charges about involvem~nt.withpense.Didthey speakabout the issues ' , , I the Taliban,and because of Mushar-
bedevilling India.Pakistan relations? route of firstconfidence-buddmg..measures, p us far'sownpersonalinSecuri~'onecan

'WasKashmir~? ThefollQw-upb
' kin th b' ' t f t

'

d ' d' ' It
' I wellimaginehowmuch'pressure~he

Press conferences of Foreign Minis. rea g e, arrler.,(),reer ra, e an cu ura could take a,ndhow and why
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J'momingchangedallthat.~Thetwobig that too as a part of a composite agenua fiercelycompetitiveworldweliVe'in
tones taJkedagain,thistime'onthetele-' .! today, peace and rapid economic
:, phone. Thejoint statement was final. growth are absolutelythe top priority
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, was cooking? What Br3jesh Mishra lenge to all states and to all of human- being confined to only In1:liaand Pak- a most desirable objective. These, how.
Iand, Tariq Aziz were hobnobbing ity, and cannot. be justified on any istan. The MMA,and particularly the ever,haveto be relatedto vitalnatiol\al \
\ about? ground,whatsoever.Terrorismviolates Jamaat-e-ISlamitoo have been critical interests particularlyconsideringthat

I Nowthe Joint Statementitself.It is the fundamentalvalues of the United of the wordingof the Joint'Statement, the yesterday's enemy and today's
terse andto-the.point.It announceS',Nationsa,ndtheSaarcch~ andcon. as to themPakistanappearsto have '~end' is disproportionablylarge,be-

IIthe commencement of a composite di-, .stitutes one of the most serious threats abandoned its support to the Kash- coming increasing economically and
, aloguenext month. Both leaders wel. to internationalpeaceand security.We miris' struggle for selfdetermination. militarily powerful with impressive
I. cornedthe reCentsteps towards nor- agree to fullyimplement,the relevant There are two ways 9f looking at growing partnership link~ges with
~ malization of relations between the international~onventionsto whichwe the Saarc Declaration and the Joint USA,Israel and other tnajorPowers.
'two countriesand expressedthe hope are parties. Wereaffrrmour commit. Statement. Tocope withthe new 'questions'as

11that positive trends set by the CBMS ment to Saarc RegionalConventionon , Vajpayeeput it and,fmd satisfactory
(confidencebuil
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dingmeas ures) WOuld
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Suppression 'of T
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errOriSm, which First the positiveview,ofthe new 'answers', there is an'urgent
"

n
,

eed for
be consolidated.The two leaders said among others recognizesthe serious- developments.Twopoints stand (a) openingup a nationalq~bateinside
that they were confident 'that the re- ness of the problem of terrorism as it out.One,theDeclaration-SAFrA the Parliamentand outside'indifferent
sumption of the composite dialogue affects the secUrity,stability,and de- and the SocialCharter(linkedas it is to formin allthe provin~s onihe emerg-
will lead to peaceful'settlement of all velopmentof the region. The signing measuresrelatingto reducedpovertyin ing issUes,and Cb)in-depth and inten- .'
bilateralissues, includingJammu and of the AdditionalProtocolto the Saarc the region).Two,accordingto the Joint sive exercises on the part of the For-

I Kashmir, to the satisfaction 'of both Regional Convention on Combating Statementat longlast the dialoguehas eign Office and other concerned
sides'. They agreed that cl>nstructive Terrorism to deal effectivelywith fi- beenagreedto commence,nextmonth. governmentalQrganizationsto explore

i dialoguewould promote progress to- nancingof terrorism' is a furtherman- VIewedfrom another anglethere is all possil:1leoptions on various que5-
wards the common objectives of ifestationof our determinationto elim- nodenyingthat Indiahas succeededin tions and to set priorities to achieve
peace, security and economic devel- inate all forms and manifestations of securing Pakistan's agreement to fol. national objectives, and (c) engage
opment of our peoples and for future terrorism from SouthAsia'. lowing the route of fIrst confidence- both factions of the Hurriyyat a,nd
generations.The Joint Statementalso First the adverse reactions, The: building-measures,plus breaking the more<than that, take steps to bring
contains a fewobservationsof Mr.Va- strongest criticismhas come from the barrier to freer tradiJand culturalrela. them together.
jpayee and GeneralMusharraf,which Jammu a,ndKashmirLiberationFront tions prior to taking up the Kashmir,
to some extent are inter-related. Vaj- Chief. Mr.Amanullahhas termed the issue and that too as a part of a com- The writer is a Lahore-based
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ward and sustain the dialogue process, Kashmir issue. He said that Pakistan recourse to formal talks put in, its .' pacade@brain,net.pk
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