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~ The mood in New gelhifJ. ~.R., III

By M.P. Bhandara 4;/lt.. k J)AWiV
DECEMBER is the

month of chrysanthemum
blooms in Delhi. A variety. of this flower - perhaps
new - appears like a

. large round ball of fresh
J snowflakes. There is also a

frE?shness and quiet confi-
dence in this sprawling
metropolis that rules over

, a billion people. Perhaps
, for the first time ever

there is a hint of light at
the end of the Indian hori-
zon mired in centuries of

poverty and dust.
With a hWldred billion dollars

in foreign exchange tucked in its
coffers, a 7.3 per cent GDP
growth this year, a middle class
twice that of Pakistan's popula.
tion, a world class pharmaceuti-
cal industry producing a range of
advanced medicines at low cost,
an aggressive software and out-
soureing service reach which is
set to earn ten billion dollars per

, annum; a safe tourist destination
I for hWldreds of thousands

of winteringEuropeans,-
Japanese and Americans, A solution must lie in a
India is on the trail of .
China for growth, develop- process, WIth the. process

~ ment and armed might. b
.

th I
.

Th. To tOp it all, Mr Atal ecommg e SOutlOn. e
Behari Vajpa~ee n?t o~y Process must be acceptable
looks healthier ID hIS

i' eightieth year, than he did to moderates and the peopleat the time of Agra, he . . .
,I seems to have out-dis. of goodw1l1m both countnes.

tanced his nearest rival, IMr Advani,and all set to It shou d not be a zero sum
-sw~dte JI8IlS'iD ftBm-gatn Th 11 cri mod ~year's general elections. e. e wa ~ a-

What~oesthis allmean tion should be able to with-
for PakIstan? And the I

I Kashmir dispute? Two stand the lashing waves of
I conclusions were drawn. .

after three assassination the extremIsts and super-
attempts within 11days on . b h

.
d 0i President Musharraf. One, patnots on ot SI es. nce a

J om:terro~or~anizationsProcess is agreed Upon Indiawhich eXIst ID subter- ,

ranean Pakistan have andPakistanwill need strong:-decided to wage a full- . .
.. blooded war against leadershIp to debver.

MushaI1"af for the suspen.
dnn nf ~hol1;nn ~~n~~ +h~

graph showing the declining
numbers of terrorists entering
Indian Occupied Kashmir this
year with precise figures for pre-
vious years. But, this begs the
question; if they have intercept-
ed radio messages and ingress to
the last man why can't they pin-
point locations and eliminate
theIn, or, if this is not possible,
jam the communications?

If camps really exist on our
side then these exist with the
consent of the ISI or the army.
Recendy, I questioned in the
National Assembly about the
number of the so-called freedom
fighters caught by the army in
attempting to cross the LoC and
action, if any, taken against
them. The question was disal.
lowed by the Speaker.

Likewise the Indians fail to
explain why an army of 700,000
persons patrolling the LoC is
Wlable to control the insurgency.
The freedom fighters could not
survive unless they have strong
support among an alienated peo-
ple. Sealing the LoC is not likely
to heal the festering woWld
inside the Valley.

acquired by the old state by con.
quest and have nothing in com.
mon, culturally or linguistically
with the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. Therefore, Ladakh and
Baltistan should be constituted.
as union and federal territories
in India and Pakistan respective-
lyby mutual agreement.
Shrinking the problem will help
to make the "process" a little
easier.

Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution grants autonomy to
Jammu & Kashmir. This autono-
my has been more of a fiction
than a fact for the past half cen-
tury. Full autonomy - a concept
which needs to be defined and
developed must be conceded to
the Indian held Kashmir. For dIe
autonomy to succeed Pakistan's
cooperation and India's large-
heartedness will be needed.
Likewise, the same quantum of
autonomy must be conceded by
Pakistan to Azad Kashmir. The
two parts of Kashmir will remain
within the constitutional juris-
dictions of India and Pakistan
and will have their own Supreme
Courts; their heads of govern-

ment will be tided prime
ministers as before.

Autonomy will grant the
right of near-sovereignty
to the respective parts of
Kashmir. The only right
not conceded to these
states will be the right to
change constitutional sta-
tus. Both coWltries will
have the right to retain
troops in their/respective
parts and to maintain law
and order if requested by
...1 it?!... gQ"9!"1m(>nt<:.-
Trade, immigration and
tourism will be the prerog-
ative of the autonomous
governments.

The respective Kashmir
governments will have the
right to open trade and
tourist offices in foreign
coWltries following the
example of the French and
Dutch parts of Belgium
and the Hong Kong-China .-/""'
model. Once full autono-
my is in place, the line inT~ . . ... .



"blooded war against leaaerSlllp IO Uellver.
Mushaq:af for the suspen- -
sion of shelling across the
LoC and going soft on the
plebiscite issue.

Taking advantage of the
ceasefire, India plans to fence
with barbed wire and thermal
image the 770 kilometer LoC by
next April, making any unautho-
rized cross-line movement in

'\ Kashmir very difficUlt. Second,
New Delhi recognizes Musharraf
as a credible negotiating partner

"1i who has the means and the will
, to take on the extremist organi-.zati9ns~hi~h have devel()ped
';;cf~i!if,rt&/H!;!1n¥G~kistaff' !iOil.

pclkiJt'1ifi"Withofi't' Mushahaf is
likely to be a rudderless political
entity, hostage to instability, ter-
rorism and adverting to hardline
positions on Kashmir.

India apparently is willing to
enter into a dialogue but on its

. terms on Kashmir once the infra-
structure of terrorism is elimi-
nated in Azad Kashmir. I
requested Mr Brijesh Mishra,
thenational security adviser and
the man closest to Mr Vajpayee
to explain his certirode on the
existence of terror camps in
Azad Kashmir. He re\erred to

'! some transcripts of radio mes-
, sages of an incriminating nature

sent from these camps to opera-
tives across the LoC. When
requested to hand me over a
specimen of these transcripts he
declined but offered to let me
read the transcripts. The offer
was not taken up.

Mr Mi~hra claimed to know
the exact number of "terror"
camps with locations operating
in Azad Kashmir: The Indian
Sunday Express published a

model. Unce tu1.l autono-
my is in place, the line in
Kashmir will tend to get

Only time will tell us the truth. blurred. Elected assemblies on
It is, time for both countries to either side should be allowed to
come clean. Pakistan must satis- have joint sessions to discuss
fy India that acquiescing in the inter-Kashmir trade and local
cross movement of freedom problems. There is no foretelling
fighters has come to an end. where the process will end. The
Sadly, it appears that in tolerat- drama of real life is more daring
ing the freedom fighters we take than what our timid imagina-
two steps forward and one back- tions will allow for now.
wards. The most encouraging thing in

One would welcome a parlia- our inter-state relations is the
mentary debate on the issue to overwhelming response of the
convince the unconvinced that people. Pe()ple on both sides

, tEm;'qrismis not omy a two-edged f;!xhibit . "an .,~xtraorQ.jpary

'J~o~d' t1t~itr~c,oi1~'9~w,e perI>,e- .1r~o/like estf'-1'ea~e1ativestrator but fu net"resUlI:: 'tounter- HrioWWik\b:g toVI~We'nkghof,\(Of
productive and disreputable for the past behind. ~'"
any state to be an abettor. India I shall give one example of
must appreciate that the this. We were invited to a TV
Kashmiris of the valley are a progranune, 'Face-to-Face' with
deeply alienated lot. A recent about 200 persons, mostly young
BBC film on Srinagar was a people. A BJP MP in his tirade
pointer in this direction. repeated the Kargil episode, as

A solution must lie in a an example of Pakistan's bad
process, with the process becom- faith after the Lahore declara-
ing the solution. The process tion. One of'my colleagues said
must be acceptable to moderat~ in reply, "Yes, Kargil was bad,
and the people of goodwill m but if you must bring up Kargil
both countries. It should not be a then why stop there; go back to
zero sum game. The wall of mod- Siachen and East Pakistan". The '
eration should be able to with- crowd clapped thunderously at
stand the lashing waves, of the this response and Kargil was not
extremists and super-patriots on mentioned again.
both sides. Once a process is I once wrote that we - India
agreed upon, India and Pakistan and Pakistan - sleep in the
will need strong leadership to same pit, but dream different
deliver. The perception in New dreams. I think, young people
Delhi is that Vajpayee and dream the same on both sides.
Musharraf can deliver. ..

A 'process' heard in New Delhi
runs somewhat as follows: -

Ladakh and Baltistan were the
colonies of the former Maharaja
of Kashmir who was a British
satrap. These territories were

~

The writer, an MNA, recently visit-
ed India to attend the South Asia

Forum of Parliamentarians meet-
ing in New Delhi.
E-mail:

murbr@isb.paknet.com.pk

~.~ ,'no .",


