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~~~~ Whither Indo- Pale relations
~J .~ . b3d main hospitalised. This 'fa" ,

our' for the ticulatetheir concerns on these larger dian point of view ju~t a few days POTAand disbanding
,

of task forces as

Ershada mu Kashmir leadercomesafter aboutnine issues » ahead of Pakistani President General well as the special operations groups
ij , months of detention. The Indian With this statement one can easily Pef\'ez Musharraf's visit to Moscow. have not materialisedand there is little

Deputy Prime Mlluster, however, made understand the anatomy of India's Pak- The Russian president himself has ex- hope for the same in future. Moreover,
it, clear'that they would not tolerate istan policy and its forthcoming impli- pressed similar views in his recent visit he has h.lsocompletely falled to prevail
those raising Pakistani views in Jammu cations, Reasons of the Indian intlexi- to Delhi. upon the aw's-hawks in his desire to
and Kashmir. ' bleattitudeare verysimple.Successive Withthese developmentsat the in- initiate unconditional talks with the

Simultaneously,PrimeMinisterAtal development"onthe' International po- ternationalfront going to their ~van- Kashmiriresista~1Celeadership. Inter-
Behari V(\jpayeearid his fued-brand litical scene has gon~ in the Indian fuge, the Indian leaders are confident estinglythough,Advanihad expressed
deputy LKAdvani have consistently favour, especially, the developments to control the KashJnirstruggle. The ~gness, to start talks with all sec-
been harping against Pakistan even following the 9/11"events. They had Indiandecision-makersbelievethat the tions of spcietyincluding 'separatists'
after withdrawingforcesform the Pak- drastic implications on the Kashmir worldcommunity,especiallyW<¥,hing- duringhisrecent visitto Jammubuthe
istan border.For instanceduringhis re- struggleand its relationswithPakistani ton, not only understands their con- refusedthe sameto Kashmirisie APHC
cent visits to Singapore, Qatar and establishment.Althoughthe Kashmir cerns but alsopursues Pakistanto quit when he returned to NewDelhi.It goes
France,Advanimade it a PQintto crit- conflictmade moreheadlinesin tl\e in- its support for Kashmiris.' without ~ayingthat the Kashmirinde-
icise PakiStanwhile'his main agenda ternational media, plus references to Theinternationalas wellas domes- pendence struggle is p~ing through
wasto isolatePakistanin the globalpo- Kashmirwere madf by various world tic indicators give Vajpayeeadminis- a verycriticaljuncture,particul~lybad
litical arena and depict the Kashmir leaders after 9/11 events. However,by tratio~ a reasop to "continue its cUr- timespersist for the politi~ leadersof
struggle fu;a terrorist movement. , and large media ctj'well as'tire world rent polices regarding Pakistan and the state. Likehis close allY,America,

Eminent Indian writer Praful Bid- leaders projected Kashmir in wrong Kashmirstruggle".The worst form of India is also fallingto understand that
wai 'very correctly obsef\'ed in the and negativeperspective. Indianoppressiveme!1SUfesis gradual reduction of space and advantage to
current issue ofFfontlfne: "'FIlereal-. ~ cut in th~political space'availablefor politicalleaderslYpgivesa natural rea-
ity of terrorism as a growing phe- World community is already the APHCand other pro-freedompo- son to militants and extremistswhich
nomenon in India (although it can be against Muslims viewing ptical and human rights groups which are said to be their real targets. Tothe
exaggerat~d)has influencedsome Kashmirstruggle.as an off- are likelyto vanishsoon.Moreover, disappointmentof manyPakistanisas ,1
otherwise'liberal-ntinded people to shoot of globalMuslimterrorism. The POTAand otherblacklawswillbe used well as Kashmiris,Islamabad's ruling

view the RIP's 'anti~terrorist' platform Americlj.n and Brttish officials and against the remaining Hurriyat leaders. elite is also ~ out of innovative
witt/'a1'de'gt'ee6fls~patliY:'I'Mror , medfa!n~ve'.fti6t'?~Y11eeno~posed tb As abeginning,T!elhi polite has at" ideasto frustra£e,fullianaggressivede-
l\illI!1:1~citl~lj!W 'ug~fltN.si$gr~P'tidff(W ,\ the ~ituggIe' btitlMVe;'illSo,been ~ :re~i-e_ted 3<ca:I;e,Of'fuon~y,iaUn..."sign.s.A1it}for..t,3tlapptoat'h.is nold6ubt

'itS'allvmt.\'rge:Th\)s;'1Jartft>residentM hclpmg'IntliAdit>1omaticallybeSides'bf- derihg'~Abdtil Ghani Bhut;,the anaturallreaction but it \Sin the inter-
VenkaiahNaidu recently summed up fering te~linologicalMlp to deal with tIiliriyat Conferlincech3kman..L est of Pakistanto envisagea freshap-'
the reasons for the BJP's'success in the turmoil:'For mstance, the United Tothe utter dismayoftl,leKashmiri proach which shoUldnot only chal-
GujaratJ: "As the election process States Ambassadot to India Robert D people,MuftiSayeed'sentrance to the lenge the Indiapolicydesignsbut also
peaked, national perceptions crys- BlackwillrecentlyVisitedSrinagarand power corridor has caused l!1°reanxi- forwardthe country's ownnatio~alin-
tallised on the central issues of ter. coqdemnedthe 'te

~
' oristviolence'only et}.and frustration against the hopes tere~;,positively as well as irltlepen-

rorism and extremism... Our adv.er- to avoid a meetin with the Hurriyat. they had attached with his politicalre- dently.
saries were rightly recognised as At the same time, e British ambas- solve.Manyobsef\'ershoped that Mufi
willingto compromiseon national in. sador to India~ella meetingwith the would bring,some fres~ cure to,the
terests, l. . The people had been Hurriyat but' them to join the woundedValley.It took himless than a
watching the country being bled by political rnainstr . Most recently, tlundred days to bring more despair
terrorists... . The Gtijaratelectionsof- Rus§ianForeign Mjni8tryspokesman and disappointment to the poor peo-
fered an opportunity to effectivelyar- AlexanderYakoven1cosupportedthe In- pIe.Releaseof prisoners, repeal dfthe

"'J ,'f rt1alfcu~
}- "'~""

D
uring the laSt two weeks,
NeW'Delhi has taken a num-
ber ,of measures to further
les~en the level of its rela.

tions with Islamabad. Though the cur-
rent status of Pakistan.lndia relation
remains unprecedented, the last lowest
downturn in relation was witnessed
during the troubled times of Dhaka fall.
The Indian power brokers are working
on different fronts to deal Islamabad
once for all. In the current phase, New
Delhi has put increased pressure on Is-
lamabad by not only 'routinely' ex-
pelling its embassy officials but alsoJ>y
registering a case against its acting
high commissioner Jalil Abbas Jilani
under notorious act, Prevention ofTer-
rorism Act (POTA).

At the same time, the Indian gov-
ernment has already tightened the cir-
cle around the Hurriyat Conference.
Most recently, the APHC's New Delhi
office has been closed down while its

, bW'~;;!uchi
,

'efjailed. ae!!idl's
,
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,
glgrj

,

rv
,

-
AIIetMI~Al'11:~deprivedMifi:lii~mer

Far60q of his right to moVe,around' by
cancelling his passport. If that was not
enough, the V~payee regime has
shown greater persistence in not re-
leasing old and bed-ridden top Hurriyat
leader Syed Ali Geelani.The 74 plus
veteran leader is suspected of kidney
cancer. The 'merciful' Indian establish-
n,tent,however, succumbed to the mas-
SIVediplomatic and political pressure
and has ordered the release on parole
of former Hurriyat Conference Chair.
man Geelani for the time he would re-
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The writer is a specialist on,dy~
namics of Kashmir conflict and
India-Pakistanrelationsandwork-
ing with Institute of ~licy.Studies .

ershadmahmud@hotmail.com
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Another ~om~~s~U:\tbyVajpayee
C on""",to'; Md Brntional b"ow In ood" ofthelo p°,,"on on V ~.. f>:- . do! ~"'" w,w ... "'" C!Ii"a hu austalne, of"'., ongoing fl1!,"mstatements" eman

,

ating
,

from the P!:1
,

,'Orityladder. Perhaps the most pervaiZ
,

.'
,

ballCh
,

eema C
,

o
,

ns
"

1 e
,

rably imprOVed

,

its

,

'

security. movement
,

in IHK, If the foreign
,

erg
Ne~ Delhi has beco~e a important factor that motivated Th " orksto11 bd ~n~onment and thus gen~rateda ,,:eref~g the fIre,the~emUstbe
routIne development. EIther, e necess tests e~~~~rR~searChrl~:rea thi~ndia, Toan outsIderthe slmmenngflamesto fan m the first, '

the rulinggroupIh Intti~g,enuinely~ :uiP ~n~a With" n~~~~'~" " ~guroent regardin~ C,hinesethreat plac~. Sustai~g ~freedom,mo~e-
forgets what they haye sald m the re-~:tf:P°B: 18 ~C1la'sownVlSIOnof lb. IcheemaI n- k.o did,no~ S

,

eem convmtmg. Not orily ment from outsld(!18perhap!j an lID-
centpastor thisispart ofa long-term, -. emga argeandstrategically ox -the Indo.Chinese-relations had been' possible task if the fatigue syndrome
strategy to retain maximum options. ~d, India feels that it is destined volved around what' IndilplSasse d; steadily improving but also India had sets in (as is frequently <;laimedby
Innumerable examples are available to play a great role'in global politics n ' e officially recognised Chinese' claim many Indians and even.outsiders) or

and can be easily quoted in order to and in order to p!ay a desiredr()llit i1i:?,"~on-.~eration Treaty) ~ys-overJTibet in 1988. Linked with the' the people inyolveqr,3.fefed up withhighlightsystematicandsinisterpur- believesthat it muStstrengthenitself em" ,hy Ejhouldthe nl.l,clea;',paves' China/threatargumentwas the issue 'the movementitself.FreedOI!'(roove-
suits of the ruling~ktrem;.st group in militarily.It seems to,bj!lieveth'a.tthe beimowed 'to ~etam the pucleat' of Chinese 'supply of sophisticated roents are not sustained by outSid~rs,
India, Indeed it' would ~(!,H-I.!!~irto a~jWty~ointimi~~~ others f~ilitates weaponswhil~, these are d~rJ~*dto weapons to Pa.IqSt~,'. " '. tr is always'~e people,~volved who
lump all BJPstalwarts as li'ratlOnal the d,esIredacqUlSltiOI1of stafus,,'Th1jS others?'In addition the nuclea;' ~yes ,Thefourth factor 18directly linked actually sustaIn It. Inabilityto control
but it is equally diffj.<:ultltorefute tIie it embarked upon a path that leads to have not stQPp~dtheir verticaJ.pr9!if- wiq1~e aspirations of the BJPfuture tbe freedom'Inoveme,nt often gives
charge that i-vast majority of the amilitarily strong India both in terms eration. WhYdon't the nuclear naves ag~naa.' TheHJP had given aD.elec- biI'tAto arguments that outsiders sus-
SanghParivar are militant and ex- ofconventionalaswell'asnuclearca-give- atime frame'for'overallnuClear tlOn pr()ffilseto acquire nuclear tarnit. ., .'
tremist Hindu nationalist. While na- pabilities, 'ilisarmament? The poverty OfweSterny.>:eapons 11It comes Into DOWer.Wfiile Indeed a combinationof the above
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!'Hrg",aUtlifyi.n ~forCe,II' e' sav,age.'~ e, I", . ~I on, ~"py ~s~rtj9D§~I

~
.O'. aI,' "ffiQiliwentnuc1ear, JiMRie~Va~ 'IDaKers to opt for nw;;lear , Y/J;"" "'X," .,g' tal

"

d "'{J 0 .th "'t-):j""I"~J"j;\\'\",ii,~.,, ",." '. , "tMHISLt"ldi ' -t, n~ ' ," \;; . " ' ~(J", e-, .r' .. t~~;N1e-18'lI°;il~" 'r ' "V, " ".", , .' '1:illJ~iiJ;;rtJ'J>tf{J ,,~, u . , ' ~.) , .
'6~~£,'I'tf.9tJ1IM ~t:i~ter~1 'MJ~" ",h: "if, ,,~;,Wl!~~,~~~"qq~~b.P,. .,werej' ~~~~n.m:e 18tan}o~mak~n~a le~
UnIty. ' ", ,,', en ,p" mum repro~ess~gand J,fieqQel1tlyralSed,~ythe In~.wP wasunaQle1:Q.securetne-reqty,-weapo:t1,state. On the c~, It

:1 Among the latest irrational breeder reac~or'installatlqIlSas ,:well ' ", , , sltem,ajorlty and~had to malc,ecoro- would' be much m(){~::re to, charges is the recently reported state-, as with the,ballistic missile qevelop- PrimeMinisterVajpay~egayehis"proffiises iriprder to form.die gov-' stress that it wasIndiaij1at "~ ply
mentof MrVajpayee(TheNews,Feb' men~. Thr'inaSslveallocationq(re- " ()~,ju~tifi<:ation foX co:t1,duc- et~~nt, it did not' concede "this viol~ted the incumbent"intequi'tfonal
15) that "security problems created sources to defence with a yi.ew;~ode-' tjonJhetests of1May'199.8.'Ac-~ommitment~! It opted,to'abandon" norms anq irreparably 4amageq,the
by Pakistan forced his government to velop its ,;IJ'mec:lforces and,a~qJiiring co.r~g to 'Mryajpayee.,"Indiahag'to other commi.tmentslike'remoVirigthel' .ongoing.global disarmamenteff°I1s'
order nuclear tests in 1998", Almost the desired $tatus .of a 'n,~clea\r ,~Oif@Ctthese testll td show stren.snh,arttcle370 from the, Indi3¥ Constitu-, "but also forced Paldstan,tobecOIri'ea
all observers who follow develop- weapon,state fl~in tliestrategyp.e, after these countnespald no atttm-tioP, apledglfto build,a temple on the nuclear weapon ~te,A\,by-prpductof
ments in India are well ~ware of the ~ec:l to ~tt~~' itSvisuali

, '~edobj1~,f- t~.n to our pleading,that the:s~Qp,site,.?f.~e~lished ~abrifllosqlle,ana India'~ nu.cle~"tests was t~e i!t-
fact,that BJPwas determmed to make tlves. BesIdes It w~ also,argued tl)',a~ =~ciit~nuclearweaD~ns that' abolis~ the ~uslim personnel la\ys ternation~tion of th~ Kas~ dis-I~dIa a nuclear weapon state. Be- the acquisition of a nuclear weapons

, IDmu e Q~ners.T.ne~cont~ueto' on marriage, divorce an,
d prope}1y

',,'

pute, p s assertIon that,It was

sIdes, following'the nuclear tests of status woUlc:lfacilitate India's entry "'bLdRt~ef nuC~~aD.d'.never etc. . 0\ '" "FJ.!.ot . , ,,' -
May 11 and 13 (1998) many le;l.ders into ~he UN'Security Council in the mrene. 0 us~. he,world they,:ref~r TIle fifth andthe finill factor'~a,t c ear tests butecause of se~~~\of the rufu.tg group categoii

,

callY capacity of a permanent member.
,

to 18the nucleax:.~eappn sta
, tes,'Writ-< may have contribut(!~,tow¥~~e 1Ii'~ Slt;lOn that was rf:a:~ ".~~:stated tha~ It was the China threat Three reasons were often advanced in ing in 3.!1-interna~onal m,agaiine!the dian decision" to "acquir~ '9udear ne bour compelled thpm tn opt-fw-

that c°.ntn~uted more towards the~onnection with the visualised p}~s-'!ilithenFoieign)~fi$te[~JaswAAt Singh weapons cpuld be ,the inabili1iVof the rlUCleargoes not,'seem logic~
, weapon18~tlOnthan alleged threat tige argument; nuclear weapon and:' stressed that by explo!fingthe bomb Indian government> tgeffectively serio~1y consIders.the combInatIOn

f~om Paklst~, The official Indian missile programme w~ and still is a "India infact"has m9yep.away from cnecl<tne, sprea.d'offreedommove- of the above-mentiol1ed'factors, one
View"at the ~e, was that China had vital symbol of nation's tectmical its, pr~Vious moralistic ,positio~'JJo ment m the ,IndIan Held -Kashmir can oIUyconclude that"it was a well-
c?~ld~ra~ly lIDprovedits tactical po- 'prowess and scientific competence; what:it'~ow, consider$ a ITlUCI1more (lHK).Th~ 'Indian officials attempted pl~ed strat~gy of BJP.The recent
sltIOnm Tibet and its modernisation abilityof India to acquire requisite so- realistic'stanc~". 'F, ",' ) ~U'iUlctBtillcontinue to advance the changed interlm!~tiqnc~uld bea
progranIme ~ad pronounced mili~ phisticated technology despite the Third argument'that w~ devise~ lfguInent tl1#tthe fre~om movement forerunner of another m,ove,,)~~ is
?ve~on~s With da.ngerous securIty concerted preventive efforts of many to gl!~~raLe,suppon tOr me deSIred ,~IHK is the produCtof Pakistan's ef- a slippery customer. It 1;t9-8'3,}Y~ll-
lIDplicatIOnsfor India. powerful nations and finallythe quest acquls~tion of nucleal weaD~- forts. But no roove~ent c3nlast"9~!;;i Plarin~ strategy and a series pf tac-

Undoubte~y five ~act~rs seemed for securing a permanent seat 01\the yolved around what ~dia at the time a decade with(lut the willing p8{tfc. ticalmoves. When on~ tacti~alm~)\'.e
, to have cont~buted ~l~cantly to- UNSecurity Council. ' dubbed as "the deterioratin~ securi13' ipatio1\ of the majority of the local fails to delive~ the I!xp',ecte~diyr-

1

1 wards the Indian dec18IOnto acquire Second, eQuallyipmortant iustifi- situation eSDeci!ill&,witliregard~o POPulatio
,

n. Indeed the
,

foreign ele.. dends, it immediately replaces 1tWith
nucl~ar weapons. These ~ mrcussed ~tion to acquire nuclea; weapons re- ChIili".As stated a ve'that the offi- ment was neither the creator nor the another,

/N) /'


