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resuming talks

i BY TANVIR ZAHID

_!

overnments of India and Pa

kistan have, at last, agreed to

-4 resume the talks process for

resolving all outstanding disputes

including core issue of Kashmir
peacefully and amicably.

Though the level for resumption
of talks between the two countries
have not been decided, in all prob-
ability it would be held at the For-
eign Secretaries level towards the
end of next month and then in due
course may be followed by a meet-

_ between the Foreign Ministers of
Ind

ia and Pakistan either at New

| DelhiorIslamabad or any other neu-

tral venue,

The decision to resume talks was
the major outcome of the 12th Sum-
mit of the South Asian Association
of Regional Cooperation’ held in
Islamabad from January 4 to 6, 2004.
Besides measures for promotion of
trade, curbing of terrorism and
greater cooperationin different fields
among the member countries of the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation i.e. India, Nepal, Bhu-
tan, Maldives, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka
and host Pakistan. X

The SAARC Summit was attended
by top leaders of the region includ-
ing Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee who came to Islamabad
for this purpose.

Kashmir issue was not discussed
at the SAARC forum in line with the
charter which prohibited raising of
any bilateral matter or dispute
among the member countries.

But quite expectedly, Kashmir is-

|"Ste figured-prominently during the

meetings Indian Prime Minister
Vajpayee held first with Prime Min-
ister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamaliand
then, more importantly, with Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf.

The Indian Prime Minister’s meet-
ings with the President and the Prime
Minister of Pakistan on the sidelines
| of the SAARC Summit were not on
| the agenda. But while in Islamabad,

| the Indian Prime Minister sought

~making courtesy calls on General
Pervez Musharraf and Premier
Jamali.

Obviously, when the leaders of
two countries meet even for cour-

durable dpeace in the region and har-
monised neighbourly relations be-
tween India and Pakistan,

Without Hging any positive re-
sponse to talks, number of steps were
taken by New Delhi which were
welcomed and reciprocated by
Islamabad as Confidence Building
Measures amidst hopes that India
would agree to resumption of talks
sooner or later.

FollowinF the welcome develop-
ments in Islamabad on the sidelines
of the SAARC Summit, one should
hope that both India and Pakistan
would not only hold talks at the
appropriate level next month for re-
solvingall outstanding disgutes only
once but would continue the process
atvarious levels till all irritants were
removed. The major irritant ham-
pering good relations between the
two countries was lingering Kash-
mir issue which has somehow re-
mained unresolved during the last
more than five decades.

While reciprocating the goodwill
gesture demonstrating by the Indian
Prime Minister in response to the
initiatives taken by Pakistan Gov-
ernment from time to time, it would
be appropriate to sug%lest here that
peace talks with Indiashould be held
with an open heart and mind but at
the same time due caution should
also be maintained.

Both India and Pakistan have
rather long history of holding talks
over all these years and main stum-
bling problem of Kashmir issue has
not been resolved as.India was. npt

“willing to implement the United
Nations General Assembly Resolu-
tions and grant the Kashmiris the
right of self-determination to decide
their future themselves.

Obviously while holding talks on
all disputes with India, Pakistan
Government would not only hold
the national interests as usual su-
preme and uppermost but also take
the Opposition parties and Kashmiris
leadership along with as any solu-
tion of Kashmir dispute would only
be durable and lasting if the
Kashmiris were involved in the proc-
ess.

Kashmir issue as well as other out-

M— e s E} Evaﬁé:t_hgijroblemé and irritants

hindering the good cordial relations
as well as matters of mutual interest
also figure during the exchange of
views on such occasions.

And, this was what happened at
the meetings between the leaders of

! India and Pakistan when they met.
! Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee
' thanked the President and the PM of
4 the host country for making excel-

llent arrangements for the SAARC

Summit and the exchange of pleas-
antries was followed by discussion
of all outstanding disputes and irri-
tants hindering cordial and good
neighbourly relations between the
two countries.

Result of these deliberations was
not all that unexpected. It was very
much pleasant and appreciated by
all concerned at home and abroad.

Besides one-on-one meetings with
Pakistani leaders, the Indian Prime
Minister not only attended all
SAARC Summit activities but also
was present at the dinners hosted by
President Pervez Musharraf and
Prime Minister Jamali in honour of
the leaders from the region.

All these formal and informal con-
tacts on various occasions resulted
inboth countries reaching the agree-
ment to resume the process of talks
to resolve all outstanding disputes
including Jammu and Kashmir in a
composite manner next month.

President General Pervez
Musharraf afterwards described this
development as history being made
by two countries; agreeing to hold
composite talks on all matters.

Prime Minister Jamali called for
removal of irritants that hampered

ood relations between India and
akistan.

Both the President and the Prime
Minister expressed sort of optimism
about the outcome of the talks once
the process which New Delhi has so
far been evading was resumed.

Pakistan, during the last couple of
years, has been persistently and re-
peatedly making offers to India for
talks at any level, any time and any
venue for resolving the all disputes
including core issue of Kashmir.

Going many steps further, Prime
Minister Jamali announced anumber
of goodwill measures in November
2003 for promoting good relations
by unilaterally announcing resump-
tion of air and rail links between the
two countries.

While evasive of resuming talks
unconditionally and demandingend
toalleged cross-border terrorism the
Indian Government reiterated the
allegation at all forums instead of
responding positively for offers from
Islamabad for resuming talks to re-
solve issues for ensuring lasting and

standing disputes between the two
countries should be resolved at the
earliest as already much time has
been lost and much bloodshed
caused.

Kashmitissue and other outstand-
ing problems could be resolved with
good intentions, commitment to

eace, sincerity of purpose and wel-

are of the people being adhered to
by the leaders in New Delhi and
Islamabad.

Good neighbourly relations be-
tween India and Pakistan after re-
solving the Kashmir issue and other
disputes through the process of talks,
being resumed from next month and
hopefully tobe continued afterwards
as well, would mean prosperity,
progress and development of the
respective people with the govern-
ments of two countries utilising their
ener%ies, time and resources for the
well being and welfare of the masses
at large instead of indulging into
hostilities and levelling of allegations
and counter-allegations againsteach
other,

The resolution of all problems
peacefully and amicably through the
talks, a welcome process indeed,
would also bring peace and stability
in the region.

The agreement on resuming talks
between the two countries has been
welcomed by all around the world.
While appreciating the develop-
ments taking place in Islamabad, all
world leaders have felicitated the
leadership of both India and Paki-
stan for showing spirit of goodwill
and statesmanship and wished them
well.

Let the resumption of talks proc-
ess continue anc{J succeed in resolv-
ing Kashmir issue and other dis-
putes as a good omen for starting of
the New Year 2004.

If the leaderships in both countries
remained committed to promotion
and strengthening of good relations
then allirritants hindering these oth-
erwise cordial neighbourly rela-
tions could be resolved amicably
and peacefully to the mutual in-
terests of both the peoples of India
and Pakistan as well as the Kashmiris
who have been struggling, fighting
and suffering for securing their
rights. .

Let history be created more by re-
solving lingering Kashmir issue as
such moments of goodwill and pro-
motion of good friendly relations to
the mutual interest of people of In-
dia and Pakistan do not come too
often, somehow. Let us avail the
ﬁolden opportunity provided by the

olding of the SAARC Summit in
Islamabad and resolve all disputes
before the 13th Summitheld at Dhaka
in Bangladesh in January 2005.




