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" ~~.-- - - -"""', tesy calls, the problems and irritantr"rstandfng JIsputesbe-tXeen the two
hinderurg the good cordial relations countries should be resolved at the
as well as matters of mutual interest earliest as already much time' has
also figure during the exchange of been lost and much bloodshed
views on such occasions. caused. ~

And, this was what happened at Kashmir issue and other outstand- JI
the t;neetingsbetween the leaders of irtgproblems could be rel'jolvedwith

, India and Pakistan when they met. good intentions,commitment to
1 Indian Prime Minister Vajpayee peace, sincerity of purpose and wel-
, thanked the President and the PM of fare of the people being adhered to

the host country for making excel- by the leaders in New Delhi and
ent arrangements for the SAARC Islamabad.

Summit and the exchange of pleas- Good neighbourly relations be-
antries was followed by disCussion tween India and Pakistan after re-
of all outstanding disputes and irri- solving the Kashmir issue and other
tants hindering cordial and good disputes through the process oftalks,

~ neighbourly relations between the being resumed from next month and
~ two countries. hopefully to be continued afterwardsGovemmentsof India and Pa durablepeacein theregionandhar- Resultof these deliberationswas as well, would mean prosperity,

. kistanhave,atlast,agreedto monisedneighbourlyrelations~be- notallthatunexpected.Itwasvery' progressand developmentof tlie
resumethetalksprocessfor tweenIndia and Pakistan. idImuch pleasant and appreciatedby respectivepeoplewith the govern-

resolvingall outstanding'disputes Without giving any positive re- all concernedat home and abroad. mentsoftwocountriesutilisingtheir
including core issue of Kasnmir sponsetotalks,numberofstepswere. Besidesone-on-onemeetingswith energies,time and resourcesfor the
peacefullyand amicably. taken,by New Delhi which were;: Pakistanileaders,the Indian Prime wellbein~andwelfareofthemasses

Thoughthe levelfor resumption welcome~ and reciprocated by .-1. Minister not only attended all at large lnstead of indulging into
of talks between the two countries Islamabad as. Confidence Building, SAARC Summit activities!but also hostilities and levelling of all~gations
have not been decided, in all prob- Measures amldst hopes that India " was present at the dinners hosted by and counter-allegations agamst each
abilityif wouldbe held at the For- would agreeto resumptionof talks PresIdent Pervez Musharraf and .other.
eign Secretarieslevel towards.the sooneror later. PrimeMinisterJamaliin honour of The resoIlltion of all problems
end ofnextmonthand then in due Followingthe welcomedevelop- the leadersfromthe region. peacefullyandamicablythroughthe
coursemaybe followedby a'meet- mentsin Islamabadon the sidelines., Alltheseformaland informalcon- talks, a welcome process indeed,
insbetweentheForeignMmister,sof oftheSAARCSummit,oneshould \1 tacts on various occasionsresulted would alsobringpeaceand stability
India and Pakistan either at New hope that both India and PakistC\fi . in both countries reach!ngthe agree- in the region.
Delhior Islamabad or any other neu- would not only hold talks at the ment to resume the process of talks The agreement on resuming talks
tral venue. appropriate ll;!velnext month for re- to resolve all outstanding disputes between the two countries has been

The decision to resume talks was sofvingalloutstandingdisputesonly including Jammu and Kashmir in a welcomed by all aroundl~e world'.
the major outcome of the 12th Sum- oncebut would continue the process composite manner next month. While appreciating the develop-
mit of'the South Asian Association at various levels till allirritants were President General Pervez ments taking place in Islamabad, all
of Regional Cooperation'held in removed. The major irritant ham- , Musharrafafterwardsdescribedthis world leaders have felicitated the
Islamabad fromJanuary 4 to 6,2004. pering good relations between the 1 development as history being made leadership of both India and Paki-
Besides measures for promotion of two countries was lingering Kash- ,by two countries; agreeing to hold stan for showing spirit of goodwill
trade, curbing of terrorism and mir issue which has somehow re- ' composite talks on all matters. and statesmanship, and wisl1.edthem
greater cooperation in different fields mained unresolved during the last ~ Prime Minister Jamali called for well.
among the member countries of the more than five decades. t removal of irritants. that hampered Let the resumption of talks proc-
SouthAsianAssociationforRegional While reciprocating the goodwill, good relations between India and ess continue and succeed in resolv-
Cooperation Le.India, Nepal, Bhu- gesture demonstrating by tl1.eIndian Pakistan. ing Kashmir issue and other dis-
fun,Maldives,Bangladesh,SriLanka Prime Minister in response to the Both the President and the Prime putes as a good omen for starting of
and host Pakistan. \ initiatives taken by Pakistan Gov- ;, Minister expressed sort of optimism the New Year 2004.

TheSAARCSummit was attended ernment from time to time, it would about the outcome of the talks onc~ If the leaderships in both countries
by top leaders of the region includ- be appropriate to suggest here that the precess which NewDelhi has so remained committed to promotion
ingIndian PrimeMinisterAtalBmari peace talks with India should beheld. far been evading was resumed. and strengthening of good relations
Vajpayee who came to Islamabad with an open heart and mind but at , Pakistan, during the last couple of then all irritants hindering these oth-
for this purpose. the same time due caution should 1 years, has been persistently and re- erwisecordial neighbourly rela-

Kashmir issue was not discussed also be t;naintained. '" peatedly making offers to India for tions could be resolved amica~ly
at the SAARCforum in linewith the Both India and Pakistan h~ve talks at any level, any time and any and peacefully to the mutual 11:-
charter which prohibited raising of rather long history of holding talks venue for resolving the all disputes terests of both the peoples ofIn?~a
any bilateral matter or dispute over all these years and main stum- ,including cOl:eissue of Kashmir" and Pakistanas,well astne Kashmins
among the member countries, bling problem of Kashmir issue has: Going many steps further, Prime who have been struggling, fighting

.eut quit~ expectedly, Kashmir is-_notbeen resolvedas_IJildi.awas..nf>t . , MinisterJamaliannouncedanumber and suffering for securing their
~"fi:gured.'pt61i11n:en11yrcmrmg'tMf1!WiJ.fintit(YriffiP1mnE!h~;1jdted".~ of g09dwillmeasuresin November rights.
meetings Indian Prime Minister '"Nations'General Assembly Resolu- n 2003 for promoting good relations, Let history be cJ;'eatedplore by re-
Vajpayee held first with Prime Min- tions and grant the Kashmiris the,. by unilaterally announcingresump- solving lingering K,\sJ:unir issue as
ister MirZafarullahKhanJamali and right of self-determination to decide I' tion of air and rail links between the such moments of goodwill and pro-
then, more importantly, with Presi- their future themselves. . r two countries. motion of good friendly relations to
dent Pervez Musharraf. Obviously while holding talks ,on if While evasive of. resuming talks the mutual interest of people oNn-

The IndianPrimeMinister's meet- all disputes with India, Pakistan ~'. unconditionally and demanding end dia and Pakistan do not come tooiIingswiththePresidentand thePrime Government would not only hold? to alleged cross-border terrorism the often, somehow. Let us avail the
Minister ofPakistan on the sidelines the national interests as usual su- , Indian Government reiterated the golden opportunity provided by the
of the SAARCSummit were not on preme and uppermost but also take ~ allegation at all forums instead of holding of the SAARC Summit in
the agenda.Butwhile in Islamabad, theOpposition parties and Kashmiris 1~ responding positively for offers from Islamabad and resolve all disputes
the Indian Prime Minister sought leadership along with as any solu- .~ Islamabad for resuming talks to re- before the 13thSummit held atDhaka
making courtesy calls on General tion of Kashmir dispute would only * solve issues for ensuring lasting and in Bangladesh in January 2005.
Pervez Musharraf and Premier be durable and lasting if the
Jamali. \ Kashmiriswere involved intheproc-

Obviously, when the leaders of ess. '

two countriesmeet even for cour- Kashmir issue as well as other out-

Pakistan, .

Indt8 a rJ,r:.~.?-J~ r.'d
i . ~/J164 IT; N,/\N"
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