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Pakl stan - a T[NJJ#

distant view
BY NADIA BUTT

" AreYOUanlndian?" "No,
I am a Pakistani." "Oh,
means the same..." This

was a pithy exchange of information
at bus stop in Germany between an
old lady and myself. I imagined that
the old lady thought sa because the
Indian and Pakistani wamen laak
alike. But it was only my humble
illusian.

Let me give yet another example.
The ather day, a middle-aged man
asked me a typical questian that is
puttaevery AsianinEurope: "Where
do. yau come fram?" "1 came fram
Pakistan." "Where is Pakistan?" "It
is next to.India." "Oh I see, the last
partafIndia." Allawme,dearreader,
to.cite my last shack far yau.

One day, a yaung man, while try-
ing to.enlighten me about the status
af Pakistan as campared to. India,

(I remarked in a nanchalant way that it
was wise perhaps an the part af
Muslim leaders to. make a distinc-
tian between secularism and
Islamism by creating a separate
hameland far the Muslims hence
allatting all fundamentalists a cam-
fartable corner in the subcantinent
'where #tey cauld practise their
self-defined Islam with aut being
tainted with Hinduism. It was
hard to. recancile with the latter
part af his views.

Initially I was indeed pawerless to.
11 hear these canflicting statements,

caming fram apparently reasanable
enlightened Eurapeans I have just
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, quated,natbecauselhaveanypreju-
dice against India but because I was

with German subtitles. One af the
frontpage articles recently published
in a praminent German daily news-
paper describes the "Indian Myth"
thus:

"India whase secrets have accu-
pied the western imaginatian far
mare than two. millenniums has
apened its gates and has Mn
braught talight. Fram everywhere it
laaks at yau. Mavies like Mansaan
Wedding ar Kick it like Beckham fill
the cinema halls. The clubs af the
bigger cities invite ta' Indian Dance
Party ado. Bambay Baagie Night (...)
India is in vague. Far manths, the
Internatianal Ecanamy Press swears
to.the 'Indian baam\"

The American Investment Bank
Galdman Sachspraphesied recently
that India will belang, until the mid-
dle af the century, to.the three richest
industrial sacieties af the warld. The
president afED commissian recently
honaured the land as a 'new giant in
warld palitics'.

"It seems as if the Indian dream
cames true: at lang last, ta"take the
place that belangs to.the biggest de-
macracy af the'warld."

Fascinatian- with Indian fashian
and religian is cansidered to.be par-
alleled with the term Orientalism.
Similarly Indian spices are also. a
symbal af Indian exaticism just ,as
classical dance and yaga. Schaals af
Yaga and Kathec dance can easily be
faund in the streets af Germany,
England and France.

Let's acknawledge the grim real-
ity that after what we shaw an aur
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dation af the creatian af Pakistan ar ane is impressed to.hear when Isay,
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fortha tm atterthestatusafmy hame- I am a Pakistani but quite enchanted
~ land-my motherland-once I had to knaw an Indian nexttome.People
I. crassed the barders. in Eurape and in America arenot
~ I suddenly felt that I had to.revise aware af 'the real Pakistan'andits

all my histary lessans abaut the time rich culture but take Pakistanfora
aId canflict between India and Paki- land afbearded men withhugeskull.
stan as well as the Kashmir issue to. caps who. are busy appressing
put my visian af the subcontinent in wamen and giving asylumtoAl.

.. the right perspective. I felt betrayed. Qadia terrarists.,
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Nevertheless, I had finally realised Since9/11andAJ.):1ericaninvasion

! that the mament af rdlectian had afAfghanist~~dlraq,foreignel~c'
came. '00 tranic and prInt mediahasbeenair.

Hawever what perturbed me the ing taa much demanstrationsoffa.
mast was: when will my cauntry- natics and radicals in the streetsof
men's mament af truth came? When Lahare, Peshawar and KarachLAn.
will we end aur enmities with India? ather misfartune is that Puritanism

FI When will w~ apen barders like Eu- in aur saciety has weakenedourTV
rapean cauntries and stap praduc- channels to.suchanextentthatour
ing mare and mare atamic-bambs? wamen and fashianremainhidden
For thase if it is an impassibility, fram the eyes af the international
perhaps can laak at the recent his- viewers. The end resultisthatwe
tary of Eurape. Can we nat learn Pakistanis are regardedasculturally
from it? Or do.we still need two.big barren and then bracketedwith
wars and to.thraw atamic bamb to. Afghanis, Iranians andArabextrem.

understand a simple phenamenan ists, thaughin reality the truePaid.
that nat war but peace brings pras- stanis never aimed at establishinga
perity and happiness. state after the fashian afSaudiAra.

*'1 Here I wish to.use the appartunity bia ar Iran.
. to.stress the significance afthe liber- Far me being a Pakistaniin the

alsoNeither tne MMA nar the mili- western warld is nat easybecauseI
taryinPakistancansalvethetensian have to. justify all the timeif we,
between India and Pakistan but the Pakistanis, are nat Indians,it does
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ral demacrats who. are sincere to. natmean that we can be throwninto
\i a cause. dustbin with Islamicextremists.We

l' The ather equally impartant issue are peaple with a glariauscultural
is haw far we are successfulin pra- heritage. TherefareI havetoinvite
jecting the right image af Pakistan theattentianafmypeapletorethink
an the internatianal scene as against aur palitical strategy orperhapsre.
India, while cansideril1g,her a rival define idealagy af Pakistan.
and an enemy. Befare blaming ath- We must nat farget that Jinnah
ers far criticisingus as being can- wanted a liberalMuslimstateand
servative and backward, intalerant not an Islamic state. Reacting,for
and aggressive, let's peep in aur-' instance, to. a question by an en-
selves to. examine wnat is wrong thusiastic yauth abaut Gandhi's
there. nan-caaperatian call,heoncesaid:

I must reiteratethat if I amplead- "Well,yaung man I willhavenoth-
ing a case far Pakistan, I am nat ing to.do. with this pseudo-religiousI
prejudiced against India. I admire appraach to. palitics. I part corn.
Indiansfar praducing greatwriters, pany with the CangressandCan-
actars and musicians.But I cannat dhi. I do.nat believe inworking
help being aPakistani and as a Paki- up mab hysteria. Politicsis a

,11stani I am baund to.give a wake up gentleman's game."
call to.my cauntrymen if I feel that After the creatianofPakistan,the
we are merely cansidered a fargat- Faunder afthe Nation said,"Youare
ten arm af India when we arE:a na- free; yau are free to go toyoU!places
tian state tao. In fact, I wish to. stress af warship in this State of Pakistan,,

the idea that if we have established Yau may belang to anyreligionor
Iaurselves as a distinct natian, we caste or creed-that hasnothingto
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~ust strive
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'to. shed the image af do. with the business of theState,. Islamic extremists. Yau will find that in the courseof
, This shOlrld be the tap agenda af time, Hindu would ceasetobeHin.

any gavernment to. win respect ill dus and Muslims wauld ceasetobe
~'I the camity af natians if nat admira- Muslims, nat in the religioussense,

tian. Once again I must say that liv- but in the palitical sense ascitizens
ing in the centre af Eurape has pra- af the State."
vided me a chance to. see haw it is to. Unfartunately; Jinnah's secular
be a Pakistani as against an Indian. It approach to. palitics wasimmedi.
was quite disturbing to. find aut ately banished fromPakistanipoliti-
arnang the accidentals that their love cal arena by the Mullah, but it re-
far Indian culture, that is synany- mained the faremost traitof Indian
malls with exaticism, tatally sub" palitics. Cansequently, the world
tracts'Pakistan. views us as a victimofdirtypolitics,
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Pakistanis fall in the categary
,

militarl

,

'sm and MuIlahisrnwhereas
.1J~f fUndamentalists whereas the In- India as the biggest demomcy,
:' ~dians in spite af proving mare fun- Hapefully the SAARC summitsue.

damentalists than us especially after ceeds this time to win co-operation
the Gujarat tragedy are still the true between the two countriesbypro-
repr,esentatives af the mysteriaus mating gaad will.
East. After all, we cannotcarryonwith

Nat anly buses in Germany can be the legacy af colonizatianthatwas
seen with Indian advertisements but" divide and rule".Ratherwehaveto

~ I also.students from all aver the world end ,distances and divisionstooffer
buying tickets for Indian cancerts. a more secure future to.pasterityin"
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Indian mavies are
,

blackbusters in the already dangerous worldof
, the big cinemas in Frankfurt, shawn atamic bambs.!
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