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V'é re you an Indian?” “No,
g I a¥n a Pakistani.” “Oh,

means the same...” This
was a pithy exchange of information
at bus stop in Germany between an
old lady and myself. I imagined that
the old lady thought so because the
Indian and Pakistani women look
alike. But it was only my humble
illusion.

Let me give yet another example.
The other day, a middle-aged man
asked me a typical question that is
puttoevery Asianin Europe: “Where
do you come from?” “I come from
Pakistan.” “Where is Pakistan?” “It
is next to India.” “Oh I see, the lost
partofIndia.” Allow me, dear reader,
to cite my last shock for you.

One day, a young man, while try-
ing to enlighten me about the status
of Pakistan as compared to India,
remarked in a nonchalant way that it
was wise perhaps on the part of
Muslim leaders to make a distinc-
tion between secularism and
Islamism by creating a separate
homeland for the Muslims hence
allotting all fundamentalists a com-
fortable corner in the subcontinent
where they could practise their
self-defined Islam without being
tainted with Hinduism. It was
hard to reconcile with the latter
part of his views.

Initially I was indeed powerless to
hear these conflicting statements,
coming from apparently reasonable
enlightened Europeans I have just
quoted, notbecauseThave any preju-
dice against India but because I was

with German subtitles. One of the
frontpagearticlesrecently published
in a prominent German daily news-
paper describes the “Indian Myth”
thus:

“India whose secrets have occu-
pied the western imagination for
more than two millenniums has
opened its gates and has B&n
brought to ligﬁt. From everywhere it
looks at you. Movies like Monsoon
Wedding or Kick it like Beckham fill
the cinema halls. The clubs of the
bigger cities invite to Indian Dance
Party or to Bombay Boogie Niﬁht (i)
India is in vogue. For months, the
International Economy Press swears
to the ‘Indian boom”.”

The American Investment Bank
Goldman Sachs prophesied reoent{lf/
that India will belong, until the mid-
dle of the century, to the three richest
industrial societies of the world. The

resident of EU commission recently
Eonoured the land as a ‘new giantin
world politics”.

“It seems as if the Indian dream
comes true: at long last, to take the
place that belongs to the biggest de-
mocracy of the world.”

Fascination with Indian fashion
and religion is considered to be par-
alleled with the term Orientalism.
Similarly Indian spices are also a
symbol of Indian exoticism just as
classical dance and yoga. Schools of
Yoga and Kathec dance can easily be
found in the streets of Germany,
England and France.

Let's acknowledge the grim real-
ity that after what we show on our

| compelled to question the very foun-

dation of the creation of Pakistan or
forthat matter the status of my home-
land—my motherland—once I had
crossed the borders.

I suddenly felt that I had to revise
all my history lessons about the time
old conflict between India and Paki-
stan as well as the Kashmir issue to
put my vision of the subcontinent in
the right perspective. I felt betralyed.
Nevertheless, I had finally realised
that the moment of reflection had
come.

However what perturbed me the
most was: when will my country-
men’s moment of truth come? When

- | will we end our enmities with India?

When will we open borders like Eu-
ropean countries and stop produc-
ing more and more atomic bombs?
For those if it is an impossibility,
perhaps can look at the recent his-
tory of Europe. Can we not learn
from it? Or do we still need two big
wars and to throw atomic bomb to
understand a simple phenomenon
that not war but peace brings pros-
perity and happiness.

Here I wish to use the opportunity

| to stress the significance of the liber-
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als. Neither the MMA nor the mili-

inPakistan can solve the tension
between India and Pakistan but the
liberal democrats who are sincere to
a cause,

The other equally important issue
is how far we are successful in pro-
jecting the right image of Pakistan
on the international scene as against
India, while considering: her a rival
and an enemy. Before blaming oth-
ers for criticising us as being con-
servative and backward, intolerant
and aggressive, let's peep in our-
selves to examine what is wrong
there.

I must reiterate that if I am plead-
ing a case for Pakistan, I am not
prejudiced against India. I admire
Indians for producing great writers,
actors and musicians. But I cannot
help being a Pakistani and as a Paki-
stani I am bound to give a wake up
call to my countrymen if I feel that
we are merely considered a forgot-
ten arm of India when we are a na-
tion state too. In fact, I wish to stress
the idea that if we have established
ourselves as a distinct nation, we
must strive to shed the image of
Islamic extremists.

This should be the top agenda of
any government to win respect in
the comity of nations if not admira-
tion. Once again I must say that liv-
ing in the centre of Europe has pro-
vided me a chance to seegl)‘.ow itisto
be a Pakistani as against an Indian. It

| was quite disturbing to find out
| among the occidentals that their love

for Indian culture, that is synony-
mous with exoticism, totalf;rn suE-
tracts Pakistan.

We Pakistanis fall in the category
of fundamentalists whereas the In-
dians in spite of proving more fun-
damentalists than us especially after
the Gujarat tragedy are still the true

| representatives of the mysterious

East.

Not only buses in Germany can be
seen with Indian advertisements but
also students from all over the world
buying tickets for Indian concerts.
Indian movies are blockbusters in
the big cinemas in Frankfurt, shown

channels to the outside world,
one is impressed to hear whenIsa
I am a Pakistani but quite encha
to know an Indian next to me. People|
in Europe and in America are not|
aware of ‘the real Pakistan’ and ifs|
rich culture but take Pakistan foraf
land of bearded men withhugesk
caps who are busy oppressing|
women and giving asylum to Al-f
Qadia terrorists. |
Since 9/11 and Americaninvasion |
of Afghanistan andIraq, foreigne
tronic and print media has been air-|
ing too much demonstrations of fa-|
natics and radicals in the streets of
Lahore, Peshawar and Karachi. Ane|
other misfortune is that Puritanism|
in our society has weakened our TV
channels to such an extent that our |
women and fashion remain hidden |
from the eyes of the interna
viewers. The end result is that we|
Pakistanis are regarded as culturally|
barren and then bracketed wi
Afghanis, Iranians and Arabextrem-
ists, though in reality the true Paki
stanis never aimed at establishing &
state after the fashion of Saudi Ara-
bia or Iran. i
For me being a Pakistani in the i
western world is not easy because[ |
have to justify all the time if we,
Pakistanis, are not Indians, it does
not mean that we can be throwninto |
dustbin with Islamic extremists. WJ, :
are people with a glorious i
heritage. Therefore I have to invite|
the attention of my people to rethink |
our political strategy or perhapsre-|
define ideology of Pakistan. -
We must not forget that Jinnah|
wanted a liberal Muslim state and
not an Islamic state. Reacting, for
instance, to a question by an en-
thusiastic youth about Gandhi's| =
non-cooperation call, he oncesaid: [
“Well, young man I will have noth-| =
ing to do with this pseudo-religious |
approach to politics. I part com-f =
pany with the Congress and Gan- |
dhi. I do not believe in worki
up mob hysteria. Politics is af
gentleman's game.” S
After the creation of Pakistan,
Founder of the Nation said, “You
free; you are free to go toyourplag
of worship in this State of Pa

You may belong to any re“[ﬁing

caste or creed—that has nothi
do with the business of the State
You will find that in the course of
time, Hindu would cease to be Hin-
dus and Muslims would cease to b
Muslims, not in the religious sense,
but in the political sense as citizens |
of the State.” |

Unfortunately, Jinnah's secular
approach to politics was i
ately banished from Pakistani p
cal arena by the Mullah, but
mained the foremost trait of
politics. Consequently, the wor
views us as a victim of dirty polif
militarism and Mullahism wl
India as the biggest demo
Hopefully the SAARC summit s
ceeds this time to win co-ope
between the two countries by
moting good will.

After all, we cannot carry on
the legacy of colonization tha
”divic%e and rule”. Rather we ha
end distances and divisions to
a more secure future to posterity
the already dangerous world g
atomic bombs. !




