
,- ~ - " - ~UUt:T
,,~l(~ill P¥-India

de~nte endure?
I t- f~ ~ . SyedAtiqulHassan

The latest move towards ing their will to go beyond their
friendship and diplomatic pasts stands. Pr~ident Musharraf
mechanism by the Indian first time indicated that he was

and Pakistani heads of states ,is willing to negotiate beyond the
being largely appreciatedby the UN resolutionwhichPakistanhas
world as the congenial relations been insistingon from the begin-
between these two nuclearrivals

,

ning. The Indian leadershiP

~
h'

.

s
are the d.reamof not only of the also shown interest to accept e"
peopleof the subcontinentbut the deal on accepting the Line
entire South Asia. Bound by Control(LOC)in Kashmiras eJj;;<

I

myths of history, race, culture and manent borders, The free tnidt;'
custom these two neighbours are zone, common currency and viso.I
as thirstier of peace as they politi- relaxations are also being heard as
cally induced revulsions since intended agenda during the
their births. SAARC conference.

As a matter of fact, for obvious Landed in.Pakistani soil, today,
reasons the underlying assumption after 24 years since when he visit-
is that a vast majority of the peo- ed Pakistan in 1979 as foreign
pIe involved is genuinely interest- minister, Indian Prime Minister
ed in peace between the two coun- Atal Bihari Vajpayee has very
tries, It is also lecognized in the optimistic tone on Pakistan.
Sou~h Asian capitals that the Replying to a question he said,
advent of peace in South Asia is Pakistan and India are neighbours
indeed heavily dependent upon and required no strategy and this
Indo-Pak relationship. Like in is in the interest of both India and
other post-colonial states, India Pakistan as well as rest of the
and Pakistan have also inherited world to work together for peace.
the territorial conflict by the Indian Foreign Minister Yashwant"
British colonialism in the form of Sinha, attending SAARC, also
flashpoint dispute over Kashmir. hinted at an extraordinary break-
In the last half of a century, through between Pakistan and
Pakistan and India fought three India on all controversial issues

wars. Unfortunately, since the par- and hoped "January 6 would he' ;1
tition of the subcontinent (in different day in the history of the'
1947), the rulers of both India and entire region",
Pakistan valued the solution of the Undoubtedly, there can hL'
Kashmir dispute in their own countless mutual henefits in man"
interest rather than i'n the benefit fields for both India and Paklstall

of the people of Kashmir, Neither in mainta,ining friendly relaliolls,
India, which controls the state Both the countries can save maloI'
through its army, nor Pakistan, part of their ,bu~get currently
which backs Kashmiri freedom- being spent on defence winch oth-
fighters, came out with a solution erwise could be used on providing
which could be acceptable to the basic facilities to their people, for
governments of both the countries example: in health, educatioll,
and more importantly to the peo- clean environment and othcr
pIe of Kashmir. human development programmes,

lllili.a blamespakistanforcr~s The state's wealth which
boraer terrorism by funding and should have been spent on human
lralmng the IOhltrators and development and on welfare of
Kashmm fIghters which Pakistan the people or in maintaining heller
always JellIes. On the other hand environment spent on buildlllg
Pakisran blames India for human nuclear armaments and hallisllc
iights-atruses KIlling thousands of missiles in the name of telTitorial
Kashmms through ItSarmy opera- safety. India, who has the seCl\nd
Hons whIch India defendSas largest populatIOn III the world.
acuon a all)st state terrorism, ' spends 25 to 30% of its budgel on

e ame 0 treat and diplo- defense: on the other halld
I macy . Pakistan - which since crcatioll.
~ last 3 decades and al LIlt:~illlle most of the time has been ruled hy
, time both me coul)tnes are m the the army - spends 7.t% of ih hud.

race pf stockpiling dangerous get on defence. In result. regret.
weapons, justifying their deeds tably, the entire region hecamc
with territorial safety. nskytor nuclear blow. "

I

The Kashmir dispute has been The corruption is anothcr fal"
in turmoil since, after the war in tor of failing progress in India al1l~

1948,. both. India a,nd Pakistan Pakistan, TheillittFH l).l~lC
.
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iJ whIch states; both IndIa and IS gradually lagging helllnd
Pakistan desire that the question Almost 450 million pcople 11Il'

~ of the accession of Jammu and below the poverty lineof oncdo\.
Kashmir to India or Pakistan lar a day in India. Its bud~l'1
should be decided through the deficit is high at 6 percenlof GIW.

. democratic method of a free and but the country still aiming 10
L impartial plebiseite". Since,then' -spend"aImut-SolA-billionit ycar 011

,I no actioncouldbe takenexcept de~~nse.In Pakistan.thehuugl'tboth the countries had two wars deficItISsimIlarto that 01India
and unrelenting tension on the with almost 48 million poor pep:
border. The freedom movement in pie. Despite all myths of pOI'Cl1\'.
Kashmir became stronger since backwardness,filth & ccunonuc'
the Hindu extremist party BJP setbacksas a malleI'of fact India
came into power in India which and Pakistan is a geo-eronOll1lc'
opted to use Indian army as a land with enormous re'lHII'l'l',
force to crush the freedom move- than perhaps any other part of the
ments and groups. ' world. Both countries arc the

The political history of the two home of the most ancient ci,'ilila.
countries shows that in the past tions, beautiful cultures. age old
the issues between the two coun- traditions. an important market. a
tries were being vocalized by the major agriculture cultil'ation al(';1.
ruling heads and political gurus a significant industrial (entcr. po(11
only to gain or maintain the sup- of some of the most talented pro.
port fTom the public. It is also on pie and also very allractil'e t"mist
record that whenever a peace ini- locations.
tiative is laid down either the ten- Some of the key arc;ls 111
sion or fight broke out on the bor- which such common and ('()onli.
del's or the terrorists' activities nated programs can he. impk.

'1 prevailed within the country. For mented arc the indusJrY. Irade.
.~ example; after the 'bus-diplomacy' banking and financial service,.
I - visit of Vajpayee from Amritsar technology, arts & crafts, cultural
t to Lahore in February, 1999, affairs, shipping, fishing, agricul-
<'.Kargil war broke out in October ture, education, health-care. air
; 1999. Following the' 'Agr~ & sea transportation. pollutHHl
.° Summit' - a visit of General control.naturaldisasterreco\'l'r\'.

~ Musharraf to A~a,. in July 2001 - irrigation: livestockdcvelo,;-. there was a sUIcIde attack on ment, fashIOn. TV & him Indus-
i Indian parliament on December try, research, crime control. drug

13,2001. control. control of smu!!!!lin~.
Tensions between the two prevention 0,1'terrorisln'-i~lfra~.

countries reached at the boiling tructure development. telecom.
point again when Kashmiri miIi- munieations, housing, public ser-
tants killed more than two dozen vice, tourism and informatioll
Indian soldiers' wives and children highways. In each of these <lJ;Fas

, in an attack on an army housing the policy makers can sit tOg

~
, 'th'

complex in Jammu and Kashmir. er and IlIId develop COinI J
India deployed 700,000 Indian agendas and strategies to sha
tro<?pson its border alongside resources that '!lay lead to Ind 0

PakIstan with the threats of'deci- and Pakistan a free market WIll'S,/
siv~' action against Pakistan by The l~tenectuaIs: writers.
Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari poets, SCientists, protesslOnals.
Vajpayee, In response, Pakistan artists, of both .India and Pakistan
deployed about 300,000 troops to have always found despqate tll
its side of the border to counter share and expose their ialell! Oil
the Indian mobilization. common forums.. Thisjs [he lime'

j
Both the countries tested when mediaor bulh the';:'oullIrie,

series of highly visible long can also pla~_avital and positil'C
I range nuclear warhead carrier role I~ rebuffinghardhners.COil.
1 missiles, Then General demnlllg obstacles and brIllglllg
I Musharraf offered hands of t~e Indo-Pak ruling, head, closer

friendship by shaking hand with' for better understandmg, ,
, Prime Minister Vajpayee at the One hopes that the dul'lllg

j

I I th SAARC conference in current 12thSAARC conlcrellcl'
, January,2002. Now after a year belnghel.dlll,lslamahadlhc

of tension and threats of war, the' leader.s of .In,dla and ,Pak I\~itll

leaderships of both India and will usher 111a new elot Ill, I clot.
Pakistan seem to be much eager tlOn,s between. PakIstan ;".](1
in establishing their relat'ons India. Both Ind,,] ,md PolklSlo\ll
rather than' t t d. JI' would open heartedly. under. .--
tens' Jus 0, ~-esca ate stand each others genullle. Ion and prevaJlI~g trust. grievances and view p()in!s:
Perhaps. both the part!es h~ve resolve the issueson the basis01 "
now ~eah~edtJ:leneed of the tIme 'give and tah' and lay downthe
or thIs mIght be anot~er attempt foundation of an on-going plan
to e!ther release the m~reasll1g for steady. and friendly neigh-
forel~npressureor to divertth.e bouring relations in the hest
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