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ti 'Weare1or UnztedNatWns Security Courv- ,.' ization process, external factors do influence
f I cUReso~utions on K~hm.ir. However, now Or Moonls Ahmar ~he decision-making carri.e~ out by ~he ~ol-
I we have wit that aszde.If we want to re- The writerisProfessor Icy-makersof the two countries.The situation

,', solve this issue, both sides need to talk"to DepartmentofInternationalRelations, emanating after September~ll, 2001 panic-
i each other withjlexibility, coming beyond Universityof~rachi ularly what has happened in Mghanistan and

stated positions, .meeting halfway some- amoonis@hotmail.com Iraq is surely a lesson for India and Pakistan.
where. ' (President Pervez Musharraf's in- Both ,countries have now r.ealizedthe fact

, . terviewgiven to Reuters on December small concessions. Now,he has talked about they shoul!!settle their outstanding issuesbi-
17.) adopting a flexibleposition on the UNSecu" laterally,so that outside powers are not en-

rity Councilresolutions on Kashmir and has cotIraged to, exploit the sithation for their

What President Musharraf said outlined a four-pointproposal to resolve the own interests. As long'as India and Pakistan

'

about adopting a flexiblestance Kashmir conflict on realistic and pragmatic failed to res
,

ume the process of dialOgu

,

e"the

. \ on the UNSecurityCouncilres- lines. , outsideworld only exploited cleavagesof the I,.,J 1 olutionsonKashmirmakesa lot, Therehasalsobeena .\!larkeddecreasein two countriesfor their ownagendas.Now,.', ,~ of sense because he has gone quite far in of- cross border infiltrationin the last six months the feelingof goodwillwhich prevailsin !
i 4 fering a stable and peaceful relations with and Pakistan has tried toTein in so-called 'ji- India and Pakistan for each other is a wel-!

India based on a fair and just resolution of hadi' elementswho wereresponsible for vio- come sign for the extra"regional powersand J
the Kashmir ~spute, acce~table!o the peo- lence "i.n,the Indian co~tr~lled Jamm~ and t~ey ~e not tempted to interference in re- '

IpIe of that region, alongWithIndia andPak- Kashnur.But the questiOn18what India has gionalrssues. , ,
istan. While the United States has welcomed offered to Pakistar1.in response td the con- Finally, the ruliirg BJP in India also feeJ,S

!President Musharraf's bold and imaginative cessions givenby Islamabad?If Mr..Vajpayee that by adopting a moderate stance with Pak- ,

position on the Kashmirissue and some cir- is coming to Pakistan to attend the SAARC istan, it c'!-llgain political mileage at the do-

)

cles have also expressed their positive opin- summit an
,

' d isnow Willingto meet Presid
,ent mesticlevel.Although,the extn;mistlobqy,ion on that matter, it is yet to be seen about Mushariaf on that occasion, can one call it a within the BJP has tried to use the 'Pakistan"

the ,li.\tlitwhichPakistan and India have set in concession? card' in its election campaign, :the Indian
reorienting their position on Kashmir.Presi- So far, one,has to see fleXibilityand ade- Prime MinisterVajpayeehas made it dear to
dent M\lsharraf, in~is interview was right quate response ftoIll the Indian side. his party leaders that peace withPak1stilnwill
whenhe saidthat tile''presentrepresenteda ' If New Delhi continues Withits;haid line, yield ,more election dividends than c<\ntinu-
very real opport\lnity.to make peace and if posi'tiQnand tries to take advantage df the ing hostility with Pakistan,.The e,lectoraltri-
the politicaldlaloguedoesn't come about, the ceasefrrealong the LoCbyla$rg fence along umph of BJP in three state 'elections has
moderates would lose and extremists would that line, such a policy will only strengthen taken place at a time when New Delhi has'"
win.' ,the position of hard lin~rsin Pakistan and vi- embarked on the policy of rapprochement
. For Pakistan, the li.\tlitill formulating its' tiate the atmosphere of goodwillwhich h.f1S'with Pakistan. But, it willnot be appropriate
options on KaShmirhas been the UNSecurity primarily been created 'because of Isla.m- to argue that a sharp liepart;urefrom the es-
Councilresolutions callingfor a plebiscite in abad' s unilateral measures for normiilizing tablished Indian position will be.acceptable
that area, while rejecting other solutions: I remtionswith India., ' to the majority of Indian people. It has al-
Whereas, for India, the li.\tlithas been main- Three important aspects of Presideht ready been made clear by all theIndi,an polit-
taining a territorial status qlloin Jammu and Musharraf's offer about the UNSecurity ical parties that there cannot be any compro-

~ Kashmir and considering that area as its in- mise on the question of their country's! tegralpart.

C ouncil resolutions prove the sensitivity territorial relationship with Jammu and Kash-
! What President Musharraf has suggested and timing of such initiatives

,

' First, mir.For India, the limit is its sovereigntyover
by adopting a 'bold, flexibleand the SAARCsummit,whichwillbe held Kashmir and its flexibility on that issue

Imaginative' stance on the Kashmir dis- in Islamabadfrom January 4-6 next year will means accepting the LoCas the international
pute must be reciprocated by India. This is give a unique opportunity to both India and border and accepting Azad Kashmir' al"\d
what the former Indian Foreign Secretary,J. Pakistan to diffuse tension and resume the Northern Areas within the domain of Pak-
N. Dixit has said while reacting to Mushar- process of negotiations for the peaceful res- istan. Options like the 'Chenab formula' and
raf's offer. He askedthe Indian goV
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to give a matching response to Pakistan's summit will-not focus on bilateral issues, the controlled parts of Jammu and Kasfurrlr can- ,
flexible position on Kashmir, so that a con- presence of the heads of state and govern- riot be acceptable to NewDelhi if it is at the 1
ducive environment is created in resolving ment.of South Asia in Islamal:;ladcan greatly expense of Indian sovereignty.
that intricate conflict.Thiswouldrequire,giv- help bringJndia and Pakistan closet and cre'! 'Therefore, what President Musharraf has
ing concessionsby NewDelhito alleviatethe ate a conduciveatmosphere..' offered to India about flexibility on the UN,
plight of the people of Jammu and Kashmir The back-to-backoff!cialand unofficialin- Security Council resolutions may not get a
living under the occupation of the Indian teraGtionbetweenIndiaand Pakistanafter Va- matching response, from New Delhi at this- army since the last so'manyyears and reach- I jpayee's extension of hand of friendship to stage because for India relinquish.ing the

, ing a settlement with Islamabadon the basis Pakistan on April 18 is a case in pofut, Dele- sovereignty over Jammu and Kashmirwould
~ of justice and .fairness. . gations after delegations are visiting each mean an end to the Indian Union. What II!dia
~
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It would also require India to stop laying other's CQ
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untrieSand a number of step~have ~an
,
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um to Pakistan, is the fullim-
'El, fence along the LoC. been taken by New Delhi and Islamabad to plementationof article 370 of the Indiancon-
I. In a situation when the SAARCsummitis stabilize their relations, particularly in the stitution (which relates toJ:amnm and Kash-
.8' scheduledto be held in Islamabadon areas of travel and trade. Therecent is the re- mir) subject to the cessation of cross border
~
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rders be-
~ ment for India and Pakistan to mend fences countries from January 15 next year. If Pres- tween the Indian and Pakistan controlled
e on iSsueswhich tend to cause tension, insta- ident Musharraf's offer is taken seriously'by parts of Jammu and Kashmirmaybe another;
i! bility,insecurityand arms race in SouthAsia, India, the history of South Asia can change conc~sion given by New Delhi provided it ,~:

t:;i
~ laBut,ijfJ!akistanIt\M.ltlMt~ ~JltpdtfJJing forthe bett\!t'~me~ ~e'It!ikM¥Zf~i19qoifm!~metaW'toa n~ffux ~im.~~f .

P'withth~..4\aslmlir",isimet4~ml'~tW'~~":',a gi:adJ1a.lii.a1'iI:l..r"alis1'.i£M~iti~lI.>qftho I{a~ ...:It~.Fakist<iP. ," ...; i.;"':="-'i';';'"::r~"'?4:"""-'"J
,)J quatie1'¥esponse 't¥,omu1if1iU~.fJ6eQf1\l'S6BWhat(>Wtnir<co1tIDct'resnltmginto;w substantiB.FT~7',iJJ, ,'The- li.miMor1rii:lia :lli.dlPakiStanvoo. Jtbt¥¥e"

~.Ptesiderit'Musharrafhas/of(eredto'New'Delhi ""dtIctionOf tension'and contWJIltatior\.'ii/'Souili'"speCted stance on Kasl1iffifJrnlitffotJbe'ftgId'
is not somethingsmall.Evenon the occasion Asia on the one hand, and also marked de" because a policy based on irrationality can. of the Agra summit held in July 2001, he of- crease in defence eXpenditures'of India and only result into more instabilityand insecu-
fered that Pakistan was willingto revise its Pakistan. Second,the international eommu- rity for the parties involved.Giventhe com-
position on the UNSecurity Councilresolu- nity has respondedpositivelytQrecent break- plicated nature of the Kashmirconflict,it is
tions on Jammu and Kashmir,providedIndia thr°l1ghsin Indo-Pakrelations aridisready to better if this issue is taken up coollyand se-
also reacts in a flexible manner. Moreover, play a role which can help the two warring riouslywith a basic purpose of alleviatingthe
Musharraf's announcement of a unilateral countries move illthe direction of reconcilia- sufferings of the people of JanrmuandKash-
ceasefirealongthelineofcontrol(LoC)from tion.Although,-bothcountriesarenot 1llIder mirandde-linkingthevestedinterestsofthe
Eid day (November26) and liftingthe ban on a great pressure from the United,States or two countries from the genuine process of
Indian Airlinesto use Pak airspace were not any other power to hold talks on the normal- confidence-building.
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