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barred from contesting elections.
Then I decided to lead my parry

from outside, otherwise, my ticket hold-
ers, workers and polling agents instead
of concentrating on elections would
have been arrested and jailed. I wanted
them to concentrate on polling. I am
looking for an opportunity to return to
my country as soon as possible. '

Q: Given the power equation right
now in Pakistan, whom should Prime
Minister Vajpayee engage in Pakistan -
President Musharraf or Prime Minister
Jamali??

A: Right now in our country, the
prime minister is just a ceremonial fig-
ure. Actual power rests with Chief of the
Army Staff (COAS) General Musharraf.
However, I believe that the forthcoming
SAARC summit is going to be eventful.
If our relations are transformed through
SAARC, then it is more valuable. We
want SAARC to toe line in the forums
like the Association of South East Asian
Nations, the European Union pnd other
regional groupings.
On the question of whom should Mr
Vajpayee meet, if the general has given
powers to Mr Jamali to proceed, then
the latter will be able proceed. As Mr
Vajpayee has said, he will meet every-
body, maybe that means he will even
meet Musharraf also.

Irrespective of whether he meets
Musahrraf or Jamali, it will be the for-
mer who carries weight, whether he
speaks to Mr Vajpayee directly or indi-
rectly. What matters really is how much
he supports peace process.

Q: Here you met both Prime
Minister Vajpayee and his deputy L K
Advani. What are their expectations and
apprehensions?

A: I discussed with both of them the
situation in South Asia and the peace
process. Mr Vajpayee particularly has
done a lot for peace. He has great
patience. He has not lost heart even after
the failure of bus diplomacy or the Agra
Summit.

Advaniji also told me that he was in
favour of the Agra Summit and he want-
ed that peace should return to South
Asia. But he has concerns about militan-
cy in Kashmir. The US and British offi-
cials have communicated Musharraf's
assurances to him that Pakistan will stop
cross border terrorism. Only time will
tell us what is reality.

Q: There was news that Pakistan
government has arrested Maulana
Masood Azhar. Has it something to do
with the ongoing peace process?

A: Those who are arrested are
released also. Right now I don't know
how long he will be confined. As I
know, he was arrested earlier, but was
released thereafter. We have to see if the
process is carried forward step by step.
Putting peace in its place is a very sensi-
tive job.

It is our moral victory that leaders in
Pakistan have realised the benefits of
peace and are against violence. At one
time, when we used to demand that the
Lashkar-e- Taiba (LeT) and other
"extremist~ groups should be banned,
we were called traitors and security
risks. But, now Pakistan's COAS is
himself, toeing our line and has banned
the LeT. He is saying he will not allow
extremist groups to play from Pakistani
soil. That was perfectly our stand.

Q: How do you see the proposal by
some groups that the LoC be converted
into an international border?

A: This formula often comes from
India. But, there has been no consensus
on this in Pakistan and I don't know if

there can be a consensus amongst
Kashmiri groups on this or not.
Ultimately it is their decision, but the
information right now I have is, that
there is no consensuson this neither in
Pakistannor in Kashmir.

Q: As you said General Musharraf
has given some assurances to the US
and Britishofficialsto put an end to the
cross-borderterrorism. Do you believe
Pakistan is supportingterrorism?

A: I am a guest here and I wouldn't
answer this question from Indian soil.
Peopleof my countrywouldnot like me
to answer this question from here. You
see me in London; I will give you a
detailedanswer. '

Q: India has been allegingthat the
Kashmir movement is being funded
from outside and external factors are
largelyresponsible fot the disturbances
there? '

A:There is a problemof money.But
the greater problem is that people of
Kashmir had been promised their right
to self-determination.Andthat rightstill
eludes them. There is no doubt about
that. Nowwe cannotrewritehistory.We
must ask the people of Jammu and
Kashmir what they want. One thing I
know, people of Kashmir are involved
in a struggle for getting their rights.
There is a differentviewon this in India
and there is different view on this in
Pakistan.

With these extreme positions, we
cannotmake any progress.So now what
we say is to put normalisationahead of
everything else. We have proposed to
have two separate items on our talks.
One is related to Kashmir and other is
related to Indo-Pakistan and SAARC.
So if we may progress on one item, it
may create a climate to solve others or
leaveroomfor futuregenerationsto deal
with the skewedissues.

Nllwif westart talkingand insisting
on differingperceptions,it mighttake u~
another50 years.I am unableto do that.
I would like to contributeto a sustained
effort of normalisation.

Q: You support the view that the
Kashmir issue can be taken at a later
stage and we can take up other issues
first?

A: This is the one way to put it. But
it is not the way I put it. My perception
is that you have twodishescookingon a
linear stove. You have the item of
Kashmir. You have the item of the
gamut of Indo-Pakistan relations.
Maybe Indo-Pak relations cook faster.
Maybe other one proceeds slower. I
think it is importantfor people of India
and Pakistan to feel that the Kashmir
issue is not being ignored or put under
the carpet. It is very much noted,
acknowledged and accepted by India
that Pakistan has a different point of
view on Kashmir.,

Q: You mean in future dialogues;
Kashmir will no longer remain a core
issue?

A: If we only talk Kashmir and
nothing else we wouldn't make any
progress. That has been the history of
the past. I am here to say let us break
with the historyof past.Wehave a mul-
titude of issues. Let us take different
issues. Once again, I say, India has a
border dispute with China but that has
not held-upprogressin other areas. Let
us progress in other areas where we
have a commonality of views. Prime
Minster Vajpayee has talked about
money launderingand narcotics. Let us
moveahead on items that are do-able. I
hope wecan createa greaterunderstand-
ing and have normalisationof relations.

Indian writers
stress close
cultural ties

--Y~~rfan AE_-

KARACHI:VisitingIndian writ-
ers have emphasisedthe need for
strong cultural ties between the
peoplesof Pakistanand India.

Two receptions were
arranged for visiting writers in
Karachi on Monday.Most of the
Sindhi-speaking delegates who
participatedin the joint three-day
India-Pakistan peace convention
attended a lunch reception at the
house of PPP (Pakistan People's
Party) MPA (Member of the
Provincial Assembly) Sassui
Paleejo. Indian Sikhs attended a
lunch reception arranged for
them by PPP MPA Shazia Atta
Marri.

Talkingto the DailyTimesat
Ms Paleejo's reception, Or
Jethanand,an Indian Sindhi
writer,saidIndiansandPakistanis
could come closer if the same
Indian-Nepal visa system was
introducedbetween Pakistan and
India "There could be close cul-
tural ties between the Indian and
Pakistani. Punjabis,~ said Or
Mahal at Shazia Marri's recep-
tion. He said he respects Fakbar
Zaman's World Punjabi
Conference and also the Punjabi
language.

He said Ajeet, a Punjabi
newspaper, publistred in
Amritsar, is the largest circulat-
ed newspaper of the language
selling 300,000 copies. "We
have a Punjabi (Grumukhi)
alphabet, Punjabi language soft-
ware and Punjabi literary organ-
isations.~

Shazia Marri sang a Punjabi
folk song that drew big applause
from the audiencemanyof whom
joined in and also sang mixed-
languagesongs. Nand Lal Javeri,
who lived in Shikarpur district
before partition, said Sindhi cul-
ture prevailed at Ulhas Nagar, a
Sindhi district in Mumbai.

He, however, added that the
Sindhi language did not have a
bright future in India. "We
speak Silldhi, but our children
cannot speak it,~ he said. He
believed that cultural security
was a must.

Hari Motwani said Karachi
was a modem city within which
factories could be established so
IndianandPakistaniSindhiscould
be encouragedto live together.

Heero Thakur said Sindhis
were scatteredacross 26 states in
India,but they were movingaway
from Sindhiculture becausetheir
children "Werehappily adopting
Indianculture.

He said cultural relations
between India and Pakistan must
be strengthened.

Sassui Paleejo said people
on both silJes were no strangers
to each other. "We understand
that they are part of us," she
said, ~nd suggested that Indians
and Pakistanis who migrated
from their ancestral places be
given dual nationality. Ashok
Mitra, SumitChakravarty,Sultan
Shaheen and Lachhman Komal
were also present.


