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.'W' . with the CARsafter their independence. ing country in the fight against interna-

"",\ ~r MaqsudulHasanNur. Indian interests were on concerns tionalterrorismandtheMusharrafgovern-1-

~ about tensions brewing along the TIijik- ment seems to be taking some stringent
"""" Indian PM Atal- I\
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vajpayee's 14 istan-Afghanistan borderandpoSSl 'ble spill measures at home to curb these el
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ments.I I
i Novembervisitto ~ikistan pas coin- over in Kashmir.Their role in ~ik inter- However,there is no denyingthat Pakistan I.

cidedwiththe establishingofthe first nal affairswas signifiedin the late 19908 remainstaintedwith past associationwith
permanent military' base at Ayni, when Moscowwas keen to inviteIndia as the Thlibanregime,notwithstanding over

about ten km northeast of capital an observer to the ongoingintra-~ik po- 500 al-Qaepaelementsapprehended and
Dushanbe,Thefirstever visitbyan Indian liticaldialoguealongwith others, viewing handedover to the US,Also,anti.US$e1\ti-
prime minister to' the, Land of Pamirs, it as a "force,of moderation," An Indian ment runs deep in Pakistan that has two.
TIijikistan;and onto neighbouring Kyr- ministry of foreign affairs spokesman in major pro-Islamic governments holding
gyzstan, this will be {ndia'sfirst ever air 1994 said: "Wecannot afford to have a poweronwesternborders.
base in aforeign country,post~riLanka. It passiverole in ~ikistan." Some top US analysts think that any
is now beingoverhauledas.part of ~deep- The Indianoutreach in~ikistan is-rn- majoract o,fterrorismlaunchedagainstUS
ening India-TIijikdefeqce cooperation," creasinglyseen as an attexpptto outflank or even India by any of Thliban!al-Qaeda
Indiais alsoto write offa bilateraldebt of Pakistan by cultivatingrelations with the extremist elementscould easilyimplicate
$10 billion and provide ~ikistan a grant latter's neighbours - TIijikistan and Pakistan and may trigger punitive US re-
of $5 millionand loan of $25 billion. Afghanistan.WhilePakistanshouldnot be- sponse.The situationis very fluidand any

Significantly,Indian and TIijiktroops grudge India from cultivating relations untoward major event could be used
alsoheldjoint exercisesin February2003. with others, the recent heavymilitarypur- againstPakistanby the neo-consrulingthe "
In past April,the Indian defencenWtister chases from Israel and Russiaare viewed roost in Washington.Pakistan thus is left I

and defence secretary had secretly visited as hegemonic designs in the region and be- with little margi.n for "further errors." It is
Dushanbe in pushing this project towards yond. While all nations tend to look after also said that Pak-US relations are based
completion. their economic interests, and that includes on flimsy grounds of a single agenda of

-Tajikistanand its e.asternmountainous an economicgiantlikeJapan, who has not anti.terrorism. '

neighbour,Kyrgyzstan,are,alreadyhosting relied on seeking foreign bases and mill- India has skilfullycapitalisedon,9/11, ,
Sovietbases Ontheir territories. Pakistan, tary deployments, , and, besidesnofIll!llisingrelationswithall
the closestneighbourto anyCentralAsian "Theepicentre of terrorism lies in our majorpowers, is nowassiduouslycultivat-
state through the mountainousWakhan neighbourhood," said the Indian foreign ingthe immediateneighboursof~.
corridor,viewsthis developmentwithcon- minister Yashwant Sinha. Moreover, WhileMushari'afgovernmentis tryingdeS-
cern, It is said>,that President Pervez Georg~.FernaJ;ldesreceqtly referred to peratelyto kin~e ou~ideinterest inPak- .
Musharrafhadraisellthe issue'fith ~esi- both India and ~ikistan "facingidentical istan, lure business'aI].dinvestment; as-
dent Emmomali Rakhrnanov before the threats" through "regrouping"of al-Qaeda suage the anxieties of the outside world
June 2002 CICAsummitin Almaty,Kaza- and Thlibanelements in Afghanistan. about instabilityin Pakistan, it is dlarged ;
khstan but to no avail. ' that'he is not "doingenougl)"and that he '
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houseand IndiancQroparues"lookkeenly" c~ connectIOn WIth,the Mughal dy- events IDAfghanistan,
to invest in oilfields, reflIleries and . nasty,post-independenceliberallsecu- The fact stands out that wherenuclear
pipelines in the region, The facility wiIJ:be lar traditions and "special nilations" with shadows cast their ugly and ominous,shad-
useful in ferrying men and material to oil ,the Soviet Union. In undivided India, Jawa- Ows, domestic investOrs, what to speak of
installations where~dians are involved. ~arlal, Nel\rU visited some of these re- outsiders, 'Y°uld be,loath to invest. For this
Landlocked ~ikistaniS the most imtJover- publics and came back iinpressedwith the political normalisation at home is '8"sine
ished of the CARs.It<icts as a '"gateway to SoCialistexperiment of then Soviet system. qUa non to PakiStan's deepening political
Afghanistan from the north" while Kyrgyzs- Today, if seems, India like the Gulf fna1aise.Were this not to materialise, Pres-
tan is on the famous Silk Route. Lacking in states, views the region as its "extended ident Musharraf's solo performance cannot
oil and gas, it has the potential to export backyard." No wonder in early NoY.ember, succeed. He should have undertalqm some
hydro-power. Like other CARs, it was dis- the visiting Foreign Minister Mr3ashwant drastic &teps in his first year of aQ~olute
rupted by the disintegration offormer So- Sinha, while in Tashkent remarked: "For power to initiate 'sweeping reforms and end
viet Union and faced a civil war after at- us, Central Asia is our irnni'ediate strategic Pakistan's besiegement- both diplomatic
taining independence. It has nearly 10,000 neighbourhood ... our increasing engage- and strategic. Nuclear weapons, our na-
Russian troops stationed along its 1,206 ment is aimed at peace and prosperity in tional asset and pride, are not geared to
km border with its southern neighbour, CentralAsia." meet insidiousanq latent threats. J

along northern Afghanistan,Incidentally, Pakistan's critical failure and un- Foreignpolicyis the obverseof domes-'
thisporousbordersnakesacrosssomeof favourabledevelopmentsinAfghanistan tis:-policies. Pakistan needs to limit state
the world'shighestmountainsand is regu- are mainlyresponsiblefor this Indian ~tary power, reduce debilitating ten-
larly penetrated by drugs and ~ traf~ vances with some of the CARs,including sions with neighbours, move fast on eco-
fickers'and religiousextreiIDstgroups. TIijikistan.Pakistan'sfailurelies in not nomicreforms,ensureruleo( law,good
After independence, its cottQnindustry's being able to restrain and restrict India governance,launchmassiveeducationand.-
output felldrastically.Moreover,woefully from coddlingthese states.Acountry defi- take ruthless but sincere steps towards
short of serviceindustries,economicman- cient in resources and wracked by civil curbing religious militancy. Moreover,
agers, capital, food and conswner goods, it war, the tiny backward republic of Thjik- building civil societies, guarantee of reli-
needshelpfrommanycountrieslikeIndia. istan remains highlyvulnerable.However, gious rights of minorities, embracing of"

After the CARsindependence, India's this developmenthas not come overnight, free markets and women empowerment'
primal interests centred upon regional but is the resUltof-incrementalsteps taken are cryingneeds of the hour.
powers such as Kazakhstan and Uzbek- by India. Togetherwith India, the USand 'Today,manyPakistanisare turning cyn-
istan. It was rather late in opening diplo- Sovietmilitary stagi.ngposts are granted, ieal, lamentingthat the "CentralAsianbus "-
maticlinkswith~ikistan. Forexample,it and the Indian and TIijiksources, while has been missedfor good."Albeitlate, itis,.
was only in July 1993 that its Consulate denyinggranting of militarybases, assert hoped that forthcomingvisits of heads of
was opened in Tashkent. It got upgraded that the Chinese sensitivities were ac- states of Kazakhstah and Kyrgyzstan in
to an embassy and started operating and corded due consideration.Afterall, China mid-Decembershouldhelpremovecertain .
was accredited to ~ikistan, as its Almaty borders ~ikistan, KYrgyz8tan and Kaza- misgi.vings and help rectify the ground lost Y

mission was to Kyrgyzstan and Turk- khstan on its west. in the region.
menistanin Dushanbeand Bishkekin May In fact, fortuitously for India, the US,
1994.The former~ik pririle,ministerMr CARs,Chinaand Russiatodayshare com-
Abdul Malikwas the last Central Asian mon perspectives on extremist Islam in
leader to visit India in mid-Feb1993 dur- their own territories and are wary of any
ing whichhe signedsix agreements.This "regrouping"of fundamentalistal- Qaeda
was in marked contrast to Pakistan that ;md Thliban forces in neighbouring
hastened in setting updiplQmatic-links AfgtJan1stan.Pakistan,for itspart, is a lead-
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