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" 'ij~~isnQdearthofsanevoices tredstartedmuchbeforethepartition. , courts have recentlyawardeddeath thesamecardinthecomingstatecl -

in'~dia.pespitethe~ and ~ theinapt~d illp~paredparti- . Pervalz19balCheema sentencestothreeindivi~ualswhoare tions.Ac~rdingtoanIndiann~ r
"11' apti-~ sI

.

oganeenng~y ti~nprocessesmillionsof~ple, both ThewrilerworksforIslamabad allegedto ~ave~ermmded the at- Amar UJjalathe~te. pamphlets~~
the leadingmeD\bersofthem- Hmdus and the Muslims, were . PolicyResearchInsliMe tackonIndianparliament.Evenmore already been distributedin~~

cumbentrulinggro\1PcanedSanghPari- butcheredwhileproceedingon their ill- .' . . puzzlingaspect is that if the planners HamachalPradesh (the electionsint.h
var (BJP,vm: RSS,BajrangOaland fatedtreksto eitherPakistanor ~dia. Icheema I rI-ak.or oftheattackonII}dianparIiamentwere statearescheduledforFeb26 2003)I
ShivSena),there are manypeoplein The'gruesome slaughter that took, livingin Indiaandare Indiancitizens, limitedquantities.Theinitial~ ~
India who attempt to ifUect.sense to the place during the last days of British Raj tion, the fuctors like ma1dngpromises re- how lio youjustify putting the blame on tribution is meant to assess the reactil1

Hindu fanaticS and extremists. Suc~ left a lasting impression on many who gaI'ding fully equippin$ India with all Pakistan. How did these three people of the people. Grossly exaggerated fii-
people are not necessarily the prorluCt went through
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uslim population are givento
of any particular profession. They come South Asian history. However, the peo- getting rid of Constitu on Article 370 banned extremist group of Pakistan that scare the Hindu population. It is argu~d
from almost all walksof life.One such ..pIe in the sub-continentgraduallybegan whichprovidedat least eoreticallyspe- they were able to get their activists to that the current Muslimpopulationis
voice is Dr Subramanium Swamy who to come out of the dark shadows of par- cia! status to the dis uted state of come to India and undertake such a stu- around 300 millions and the rate of ~
has recently visited Pakistan. Dr Swamy tition holocaust. Jammu 'and Kashmir, pping the Mus- i>endous task ~!!l' successfully? production is so high that within no time
did not mince words when he stressed In recent decades the hydra of hate- lim Personnel Law, projecting notions. It is also stated that in addition to they will exceed the Hindu population
that the BJP was mainly resPonsible for politics has re-emerged through the con- like Gurve Hindu (Pridem being Hindu) other objectives, one was to place. extra and then they will rule again. Therefore
fomentinganti-Pakistanfee1i.n8s.In ad- certed efforts of the Sangh Parivar.Al~ etc were also effectivelylemployed. burden on the fragile~onomy of Pak- it is iritperativeto vote for Hindu~

, dition,amongthesanevoices.'onecan. thoughthereisnodoubtthattheparent i'l istan.Admittedlythe Pakistaniresponse and Hindutvastandsfor Hinducause.
" ~ot~ore nameslikeJoytiBasu,~. o~on wlJi~purely~~~ and ncethe BJPmaj'Iag~to secure did cos~a lot to ~tan'~ economy. . Eventhe r~ent cabinetreshuffleis I
.. Jeet SinghBurnala, SomnathChattelJl, still continues to mdulge m politics of power, ~e ~b,viPM8concentra- Doesthismeanthat introducmganother aunedto sendunportantBJPstalwartto
I
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(, While ere arermany from the RSSactivistwhOl>rutallymurdere<;l 0:'" of .(l . astIi en pay-' s' mme attamid'e 8f1 ~if ? edlparty p~t1jJ'vitW;tavl.@Wml.-

Sangb Parivar who are engaged in hand;38,KaramchandGandhiin a payer ingcards. Initiallythe le,adersofthe rul. jectives, it nevertheless did cost the ther promote the politicsof hatredand
spreading hatred against Pakistan,L K meeting.For years the extremistHindu ing group appeared to Haveopted for a coun~ considerably. prepare.the potentialvoters to votefor
Advani,Uma.Bharati, Nerander Modi, groupshibematedand then madea suc- policyof carrot. TheyutvitedPresident The second developmentin the pur- Hinduextremism.Whilethe nextround
Bal Thakray, Ashok Single, ParVeen cessfulcomebackduringlast decade. Musharraf to visit India'hQpingto se- suit of politics of hatred is the commu- of scheduledelectionsis due onFeb26
Tagoria,GirtRajKishore,VJShnueHart Whileallmembersof SanghParivar cure a settlementofthe Kashmirdispute nal carnage in Gqjarat.The Hindufury (in states like Himachal, 1iipura,
Dalmia,Dr MurliManoharJoshi, Vena made effectivecontributionsto the poli- on Indianterms.When$is didn'twork, was unleashedin such way that almost Megahlayand Nagaland),the RIPlead-
Katyar and KC. SudarShin certainly tics of hatred in their own respective they began to systematiCallyapplyanti- everysanevoicewithinthe countrywas ers have been sent to importantstates
stands out in this undesiredand some- ways, the BJP lleem to have done in Pakistan card as the mainstay of their criticalof what happened in Gqjarates- likeRajasthan,MadayahPradeshetc.

,tI what ignominiousrace. SubjectingPak- somewhatsyStematic'manner.Thretrace vote-catchingmechani.sin.When Presi- peciallythe State government's active It is a pity that BJP alliesin the rol-
istan to a biting criticism has mQreor theirnefariQustl-aclo:ecordone caneas- dent Mushamif went to India, he was participation was condemned by both ing National Democratic Allianceap-
lellSbecome a habit of MrAdvaniand ilystart offfromthe RathYatrathat was hailed as a great son "of Delhi. Later the insidersas wellas the outsiders.De- pears either to be blindto the spreadof
his colleagues.Somecirclesin Pakistan undertaken by Advani,which was fol- when they were unable"tosecure their spite the fact that almostall the intema- hate politics by the BJP leaders or de-

. often state f:hatinothinggood can come lowedby a plannedassaulton the Babri coveted objective, th~ openly pro- tional investigative reports and the liberately maintaining their silen~e
'!I fromAdvani.It isbecominga ritualfor Mosque.As was plannedand antici- claimedgreat son of Delhiwas sub- humanrightswatchgroupswithinand whichmayhavebeencause~bythell'

them to at least giveone.statement pated,the,RathYatrasparkedoffriots jetted to alltypesof characterassassi- outsideIndiathoroughlycondemned ownlocal politicalcompulsIOns.Ac-
~ againstPakistanin a day.It is indeeddif- and createdthe much-desiredwedgebe- nation techniques. the state machinery,the Gqjarat's state cording to an eminent Indian an~t,

t!I,. ficult to refute that politicians tend to tweenthe Hindusand the Muslims.,The Sincethe failureof Agmsummitthe machinery remained unruftled. On the the BJPis aimingto securethe appomt-
read the writings on the wall and then main purpose of Rath Yatra, which BJP and its associates seemed to have contraI'ythe state's ChiefMinisterModi ments of state govemo~ as wellas part
chan~e ~e in congruity with the started from the Somnath temple.and opted f?r coercive diplomacy. In this cleverlyand effectivelycapitalisedover officialsfro~ ~e RSSm orde.r.to~
changingCIrcumstances; ended at Ayudhya,was to invokeHindu connectionthree developmentsneed to the communal car~e. and further mote and capitaliseon~ politics.

If one scans through the history,the extremism.It is a provenfact that at the be mentioned here. First was the con- propagatedthe politicof hate. Thiswas fronisation coupled~~ concertedat-
i 1 lists of sane and insane voices become time of BaQrimosquedemolition,three centrationof massivenumbersof Indian the third significantdevelopment,which tempts to promote poli~c:'of hate~

much larger, each of them being the important leadersof BJP(Advani,Joshi troops on Pakistan'sbordex:Thisaction, needed to be mentioned here. Modi pay some temporary diVidends~er
product of a peculiar set of circum- and UmaBharati)were activelyinciting according to BJP stalwarts, was even distributedhate pamphlets. the long run it is likelyto ~e

'I stances. However, the rise of BJP to the kar saveks to destroy the mosque. promptedby an attackon Indianparlia- The electoraltriumph in Gqjarathas badlyboththe IndiansecuJarisIIland~
' powerseemsto be entirelydependent Althoughsomeactionwasundertaken ment.Theblameforthisattackwasrou- givena newimpetusto theSanghPari- ciety.In addition,the peaceofSo~~

upon the politics of hate in one form or against them but not much action has so tinely placed upon Pakistan. It is inter- var's campaign of hatred politics. Many Asia is likely to be pushed into a COIlSl-
another.Undoubtedlythe politicsof ha- far materialised against them. In addi- esting to note that the Indian higher amongthem believethat they must try erable distancein the future.
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It is noteworthy that amid the raIlcor, both sides call the other
NomanSattar to talks, PM Jamali on Kashmir day, and Mr Advani, in an earlier

statement. PakiStan's Information Minister also calls for talks. But

India-Pakistan relations are again at a critical point, which do the two sides seriously mean talks to settle issues or an exercise
could simply be characterised as more of the same. India ex- , in rhetoric and futility? If they are serious; they need to make a
pelled Pakistan's -Charge d'affaires on charges of actiVities concrete offer forthwith to break the vicious circle, the four-year-
incompatible with his diplomatic status; Pakistan responded old intermittent crisis that has taken a heavy toll on their precari-

with a tit for tat move, expelling India's acting High Commis- ous relations, aggravating the security situation. The way the two
sioner along with four diplomatic personnel. This development sides have conducted themselves it seE!Il1Sobvious that they are
may have added a new strain, but that's nothing new for the two not serious in settling the issue, are rather keen on keep it linger-
countries and the onlookers; it could make anyone yawn, saying: ing for their own reasons. On the Pakistarr side, the situation lends
"What's new? That's the way they are, that's the way they will credence to the View that India-Pakistan relations remain tense
be!" India-Pakistan rivalry has reached a stage where it has be- and conflict prone during military regimes. It behooves the pre-
come boring, where it has ceased to evoke interest, or positive sent civilian government to move ahead to seek accommodation in
expectations. the interest of regional peace and the well being of the people, The

The current strain comes soon after an almost year-long pe- same logic should move the Indian government. It should fmd it
riod of tension, in which both the .adversaries had amassed their easier to deal with a ciVilian government. It also offers President
troops on the borders, and were ready to attack the other (cost- Musharraf an opportunity to support the civilian govemmentto
ing both millions of dollars). While Kashmir has been on the front finish ajob left undone at Agra. As (and if) the two sides agree for
burner for over ten years, the immediate problem was the attack talks they should realise ,that it should not be another Agra, and
on Indian parliament and India's contention that Pakistan was be- that both have to make simultaneous concessions, or there would
hind the act of terrorism. India was quick to garner the support be no deal! Exacting concessions from one protagonist is like a
of Washington, thus preempting the US-Pakistan alliance (or part- ranSOm deal, which more often fails to deliver!
nership) in the war against terrorism. While P;!kistan was obliged To expect the US to deliver Kashmir'is wishful, shallow think-
to provide the US all facilities at its disposal in the face of strong ing. Washington's "concern" over Kashmir does not mean that it
public reaction. The US chose to use these at will, while offering subscribes to Pakistan's position. Its concern stems only from
India blanket support in its war against terrorism, which it has seeing Kashmir as a potential flashpoint for a nuclear showdown.
directed against Pakistan. The Visitof President Musharraf to Russia could be (and is being)

, Pakistan offers moral and diplomatic support to the Kashmiri Viewedas a potential opening to India. OnlyRussia is in a position
separatists as a matter of principle, it did make an effort to curb to influence or convince India to'seelrn resolUtion of the Kashmir .
cross-border terrorism across the LoC, and barmed somejihadi issue; but it would definitely not imply transferring sovereignty
outfits. While Kashmir remains the core issue, preventing' a real of the state of Kashmir to {>akistan.It is time for Pakistan to take
Indo-Pak detente, it is often uSed as a ruse, During the earlier realistic stock of the situation, narrow and rationalise its options,
democratic interlude (Benazir-Sharif eras), Indo-Pak relations and make these a base for serious dialogue. India should realise
were more or less normal, with the insurgency going on, and the that its recipe for addressing the Kashmir issue ignores ground
issue on the side-burner. The Lahore summit took place in the realities, and needs drastic reappraisal. When India and Pakistan
same scenario, taking cognizance of the nuclear reality, paVing mention Kashmir, they are on different frequencies; while delud-
the way for better relations. Then came Kargil, then the military ing the other, they are also deluding themselves.
coup and then the attack on Indianparliament,puttingthe Wanooz,DiJ1id.oarust,n isbothanhistoricalallegory,aswell
strained relations on a crisis footing. Agra was an opportunity as a symbol of ignoring the reality. Dilli stiIl remains far prover-
lost, where the two sides were unreaJ)stic enough to expect the bially, so long as the two sides want to keep the distance. An ef-
other to make unilateral concession(s). One can onJy hope tltat fort was made to reduce the distance between Delhi and Lahore

'the lesson of Agra has been registered, if not learnt. in 1999, resulting in the Lahore declatation. Unfortunate events
That the Kashmir insurgency makes India unstable should also overcame that. A similar effort is needed in order to meet the

be viewed against a cost-gain calculus, ie, has it.made India any challenges posed by the scourge and war on terrorism. I
weaker, and has it made us any stronger? Considering the global
scenario, Pakistan needs to rethink its strategy, the ongoing war India could blame Pakistan for the Kashmir prob

,

lem, but
,

not
on terrorism, close US-Indian and Indian-Israeli nexus, and the for what transpired in Gtijarat. The carnage in Gtijarat is a
underlying strains in Pakistan-US relations. One is stiIl not sure grim reminder that India needs to get its act together, and ad-
what kind of relationship we are in ~th Washington, ~ce or dress its Muslim problem in earnest; this cannot be 'unless it ad-
partnership, and for how long? dresses the Kashmir problem, and that puts Pakistan in the pic-

The two sides ignore .that the longer they take to reach' ac- ture as a party to the dispute. There would be more Gqjarats, and
commodation, the more complex the issues are going to become; blaming Pakistan would not help. With all its military might and
also, they are going to be faced with new issues, like terrorism. economic clout, India remains weak and vulnerable. Pakistan is
Unfortunately, India-Pakistan relations are now driven by a con- much smaller and weaker in comparison. It has its own compul-
voluted logic: that it is in the national interest to keep up the con- sions to seek accommodation, keeping in View its erratic rela-
frontation; that brinkmanship pays; that a nuclear capability is tionship with the US, as it uses Pakistan for seeking its objectives.
enough to guarantee security; and they can live with the Kashmir The current crisis offers the two adversaries another oppor-
issue unresolved. All of the above have provedcounterproduc- tunity to make a new start, make another try at addressing Kash- ,

tive, and a poor recipe for an amicablerelationship. mir,and not to use it as a stumblingblockin addressingotheris- I
What ~ becomecharact;eristicis for both sidesto aggravate sues, and haVingnormal, neighborlyrelations.To reach across
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raf's statement relating to the use of nuclear'weapons during the and continuing tension ...:..:shouldlead them to try again. It seems
crisis appeared. In the India-Pakistan relationship such news adds late to address (and resolve) Kashmir, but it is still early to give up
spice, leading to a new strain, whether it is a fact, or fiction, trying.
whether intended or leaked; it helps both governments harden I
their stands, and justify their policies. What is ignored is that on
both sides it is adding to the culture of ill will, hoStility and sus-
picion, instead of removing it.
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