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~'1ndia- Pakistandetente
S

lowlybutwithdetenninedef- to Delhiby The un. manyof them afloatthat it has be-
forts Indiaand Pakistanare I and Mlr JamllurRahman armedfiSh- comedifficultto keeptrack.It is not
inchingtowardsdetente.The t h r 0 u g h . . . ermen are importantnowwhichcountryfirst
two long-time adversaries Pakistan;It ThewrIterISafreelancecolumnist the conve- proposeda specificCBM.Theimpor-

I
I

havetaken measuredsteps to e~ the is marooned mir'rahman@hoocorn nient tar- tant thing is
\, tensionand bringnornlalcyin their re- in Lahore I ya. gets of the that both countries are responding

rations.'!\vodramaticgesturesbyPak- because it two navies. positivelyto each other's suggestions
istan - ceasefireand unconditional couldnotgetbusseats.Itcannotwalk Theyare arrestedandthen released towardsdetente.SomeCaMshave
resumptionof overflights- andtheir overto the othersidebecausecross- by an executiveorder as a goodwill been implemented,someare under
swift acceptance by India have paved ing of border on foot is not permitted gesture. The other country follows discussion and some are still in the
the way to the resolution of disputes for travellers under 65. This rule is suit and gradually all fiShermen go pipeline. It now largely depends on
through dialogue. The pace of confi. ridiculous and most inhumane and home after havingspent long time in the burea~craciesof the two countries
dence buildingmeasures is gathering ought to be amended. jails. Oncethe jails are emptyof fish- to make the caMs work. The bureau-

. . speed.Let us take a pause and re-' Theair linksandoverflightswill ermen,thegamestartsalloveragain. cracy by nature is slowmoving.It
countwhat has been achievedso far, be restored from the NewYear'sDay. It is a costlybutjoylessgiune with no needs cons~t prodding to make it
what other CaMs are in the pipeline This was made possible by President benefit accruingto either country. moveat a brisker pace.
and what more needs to be done. Musharrafwho unilaterally and un- Thetwo governmentshave notyet

Ceasefire at the LoC, working conditionallyliftedthe ban on the over The Indian offer of introducing a given any indication for the improve-
boundary and Siachin has come into flights. Some people have criticised bus service between Srinagar ment of telecommunication services Ieffect and is holding. The Kashmiris this goodwill gesture of President and Muzaffarabad should not between the two countries. The tele- .
on both sides of the LoC have joy- Musharraf. They argue that restora- be left unattended. Pakistan should phone servicebetweenthem is fragile
ously welcomed the silencing of the tion of over flights would financially press for talks on this offer to thrash either through design or because the
guns. Last Monday,the first dayof the benefit Indiamore than Pakistan.This out modalities for travelling across telecom equipment connecting the
ceasefire, they gathered on the oppo- is a frivolousargumentand wouldnot the LoC.A Kashmirifrom the Indian two countries is outdated. The two
site banks of Nelum River shouting stand the test of deeper analysis. No Held Kashmirwishingto visit his rel- governments as yet do not allowop-
Salams to the long-separated rela- doubt, India was sufferingfinancially, atives in Azad Kashmir or vice versa eration of cellular roaming between
tives. They hurled letters wrapped probablymore than Pakistan,but the is required to cross over from the in- the two countries. A cellular sub-
around stones to each other and ex- biggerloserswerethe peoplewho had ternationallyrecognisedborder.Todo scriber of Pakist3.nvisitingabroadcan
changed gifts of mithai (sweets). to follow a lengthy and expensive that he is obliged to take a long and receive calls on his cellular phone

, Somejumped into the freezingNelum route to travelbetweenIndiaand Pak- circuitous route to reach his destina- from homebut not when he is visiting
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,uckily,the onlookers pulled them istani railwayofficialsis scheduledin turned, . .Ja1'i!~JTl[e'lOpetlingm:tfr.e~'€P!itWn~~t):~:m~roducmg

out before the swift river currents mid-December to work out the re- ofLoCfortravelwouldgreatlyrelieve thismoderntelecomfacility.
could swallow them. Their joy was sumptionof the rail link. It is expected the divided Kashmiri families from The nation has welcomed the
justified because they - Kashmiris that by the NewYearthe suspended unnecessary hardships. Similarly, peace initiativesof PresidentMushar-
on either side of the LoC - suffered San\ihota Express would start shut- Pakistan should press on its proposal raf and Prime Minister Mir Zaf~

the collateral damage caused by the tlingbetweenLahoreandAmritsar.Its of starting a Lahore-Amritsar bus KhanJamali. The ceasefire has gIv~nshelling. revivalwouldgreatlyrelievethe con- shuttle. ' buoyancyto the stockmarket.T e
The resumption of the Lahore- gestion at the Dosti bus stations. Per- Offer to restore the Khokhrapar. tense-freeenvironmentwillenco~e

DelhiDosti (Friendship)Bus Service haps at a later date, once the trust be- Munabaorailwaylink has been made the flow of foreign and domestic m.
has enabled the dividedMuslimfami- tween the two countries has been and accepted but so far no date has vestment.Letus start lookingforward

lies and others to visit each other. It is strengthened, the two governments been fixed for the talks. The reopen- instead of alwayslookingto th':u~a:;
a limitedservice; four buses ply each may agree to run the SaIt\ihotaallthe ing of this link would meet a long- whichretards progress.w,esho being
wayperweektransportingsmallnum- way from Lahore to Delhi and vice standingdemandof theMolwjirs who main firmin our cause,WlthOUt'bli.
ber of passengers, 400 in all. This is versa saving the passengers from are mainlyconcentrated in the Sindh belligerent.~e should follow.~:l ft
very inadequate and results in long great inconvenience. province.Presently,they haveto travel cal proverb m our statecraft." :1-
waits for the intending travellers who Pakistan and India may soon be all the way to Lahore to enter India, 3;nswer turneth aw3;y wrath b t an
mostly come from Sindhor other far talking to relievethe poor fishermen which is costlyand time consuming. ligerency begets belligerency f~rnJy
off places.A case in point is of a Sikh of the two countries from frequent ar- This is the season of CaMs. They ~gument spoken softly but
family,whichwastravellingfrom Iran rests by their respectivecoastguards. are raininglikemonsoon.Thereare so wrnstheday.
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