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Pakistan's initiative Qfa unilateral Sb' MM . So.,while gestures like the unilateral
ceasefIre is nQtQnl'ytimely but Ireen azarl ceasefireare welcQmesteps, Pakistanhas .:
ret}ects~akistan'scQnsist~nt ThewriterisDirectorGeneralofthe to.eXPQseIndian intransigence QnKash- ~
call fQrdialQgueand negQtla- InstituteofStrategicStudies.Islamabadmirin particularbut also.QndialQguein ;1

tiQnswithIndiato resQlveallbilateralis- smnews80@hotmaiLcomgeneral.OneQfth~mBjarprQblemsfQr:
sues including Kashmir.The Indian re- Pakistan is the seeming cQnfusianwithin I
sponse also. re(!ects the, Indian PQst?-ring - trying to. SCQre the Indian gQvernmeqt. Mr Vajpayee has Qnce again rejected UN J

diplamatic'paintswhileresisting substantivemoves to.dialague resalutians an Kashmir (this time in Syria, an 16 Navember.).
an Kashmir.Thus, they have welcamed Pakistan's initiative- and declared that it is the bilateral Sin1IaAgreementand,LahQre.
they cauld hardly have'dane Qtherwisesince it is a unilateral Declaratian which are naw the acceptable framewarks far the
gesture an,Pakistan's part'- but ance again added the infiltra- resalutian af the Kashmirissue.
tian refraili.Thisrefrain is naw becaming absurd. 'i Obviausly Mr VBjpayeeis suffering fram amnesia an this

Nevertheless, pakistan has, in yet anather magnanimQus CQunt.To.beginwith,UNresalutians anlybecame invalidif they
gesture,welcamedeventhe half-heartedIndianrespanse. Haw- are superseded by additianal UNresalutians with the assent af
ever,Pakistan cannQtmake unilateralgestures ad infinitumand all the parties invalved.Hawever,leavingaside this majar legal
the ball is very definitelyin India's caurt;naw.Ofcaurse, the in- issue, Mr Vajpayee surely must be aware that India has de-
ternatianal camtnunity's pasturing an Sauth Asia and Kashmir strayed the SimlaAgreement an the ground. Article 2:ii af the
daes natencaurage mavements tawards dialague and peace. Agreement states: "Pending tlU3finalsettkment o.fany o.ftlU3
The US supply and approval af sales af destabilising weapan pro.blems between tlU3two.countries, neither side shall uni-, I

systems to.India is a majar deterrent to.peace ill Sauth Asia. laterally alter the situatian ..."

In additian, the British gavernment has been adapting a ' -Jstrangelyaggressivepasture tawards Pakistan. Beginningwith

O
nce India accupied Siachin in 1984, the status quo.was

its effarts to.bug aur HighCammissian in Landon and the sub- altered and therefare the Agreement destrayed. This
sequent stane-walling af queries fram the Pakistan gavern- paint af maintainingthe status quo.was then re-stressed
ment, MrBlair has had the audacity to.refer ItaKashmir in the specificallywith relatian to.Kashmirand the LaC, in Article6:ii
cantext of terrarism and the British High Caimnissianer in Is- af the Agreement. India then made ather incursians across the
lamabad has made intrusive statements an aur damestic PQlit- LaC also.in Char Bat La and Qamar sectar and cQntinues to.
ical issues. And, in the UN,while aur resalutian an self.deter- hald an to.these accupatians illegally.Sa where is the Sirnla
minatian did pass thraugh the GeneralAssembly,it did nat get Agreement that Mr Vajpayeeswears by? In shambles an the
thraugh an cdruiensus.'Indlacalled far a vote and the absten- graund!
tians and absences especiallyshauld be an eye-apener far Pak- As far the Lahare Declaratian, it calls far the cammitment
istan, especially'in terms af states it regards as friends and al- afbath cauntries to "the principles and purpases afthe Charter

, lies! " afthe UnitedNatians,and the universallyaccepted principlesaf
Of the,impa~t Muslim states, IndQnesia abstained - un- peaceful caexistence" and it reiterates "the deterrpination af .

likeather Muslimstates lik~_Malaysiawhichgave apQsitivevate bath cauntries to.implementing the SiinlaAgreement in letter
as did 'furkey,Syria,Iran, £gypt and SaudiArabia, to namejust and spirit". So.first MrVBjpayee'sgavernment needs to.restare
a few.Anather surprise was Sri Lanka, a cauntry that has al- the SimlaAgreement an the graund, befare the Lahare Decla-
ways been supparted substantivelyby Pakistan. Ofcaurse, the ratian becames implementable!Again,the Lahare Declaratian
US, UK and France abstained as did the Russian Federatian cammits bath cauntries to."intensifytheir campasite and inte-
whileMghanistan chase to remain absent. Given the cantinu- grated dialague process far an early and pasitive autcame af
ing hastile tirades caming fram Kabuland the Karzai gavern- the agreed bilateral agenda". Sa, perhaps, Mr Vajpayeeshauld
ment's ciase links to.India, this'stance shauld nat came as a re-read this Declaratian and mave tawards dialague an all is-
surprise. Ofcaurse, had they vated with India (anly two ather sues includingKashmir as agreed to.in the framewark decided
states did - Mauritius and Bhutan), it cauld have led to. nega- far the campasite dialague by bath states.
tive unintended consequences far them fram their neighbaur As far Pakistan, it really cannat do.much mare unilaterally -
Pakistan! Strange, taa, why Sauth Africa abstained given that an the Kashmir and India frQnts. It needs to.harness its eca- -
we had always supparted the Sauth Mricans right to. self-deter- namic pragress and mave to. widening the scape af its fareign

Iminatian'when apartheid ruled in that cauntry. Iraq also.ab- relatians' interests beyand Sauth Asia. There is also.a need to.
sented
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elf
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- but then this

,

. is a US-accupiedIraq! Incidentally, project aur critical rale in the war an terrarism and its success

(

'
Narth Karea also.abstained - shawing the links the state has sa far. Mer all, withaut Pakistan's suppart the USwauld nat
with India! have managedany progress in its war against al-Qaeda.Butfar III

Mare to.the paint, P$gtan daes tend to.absarb hastile be- Pakistanthe dividendshave nat been there. Pakistaniscantinue
haviaur fram states rather taa well- especiallywhen it,cames to.languish, with no.legal suppart, in Guantanama Bay'and in
fram the USand Eurape. Westill have nQttaken any strang ac- Kabulprisans. Thase few who.are set free shauld claim dam-
tian - evensymbalic- againstBritaindespite the increasingly ages especiallyfram the US gavernment which chained them,

, hastile actians caming fram the Blairgavernment.Withthe US, abused their basic human dignity and kept them in inhuman
af caUrse,there is'a canstant accammadatian an aur part. In- canfmementwith no.case against them far years.
cidentally,in thecontext'af Pakistan-Indiarelatians,far thase . Sathe firstpriarityfar Pakistanin itsrelatianswithitspre- I'
who.keep reminding same af us that we shauld learn fram the sumed allies shauld be to.assert the dignityaf the Pakistani cit-
case af Chinawhich has set aside its Taiwanissue with the US izen in these lands. There is no.need for an apalagetic ap-
in arder to.undertake necessary ecanamic caaperatian, I think praach. Yes,we have an extremist prablem but sa do.ather
they are nat aware.af the graund realities even in the case af states - especially the nan-Muslimanes where extremists -
China. Having just returned fram Beijing after attending a gym- fram the religiaus variety to. the palitical fascists - are either
pasium an US-Eurapean-Chinarelatia'ns,the whale facus af the in pawer ar farm a strang appasitian. And the US itself is
Sina-USrelatians WasTaiwan. Far the Chinese this was the hastage to.Christian fundamentalismpresently. Sa the extrem- '
definitiveissue withthe USand there was hardly any discussion ist issue shauld nat be'a pretext far abusing Pakistanis in gen-
an ecanamic caaperatian and sa an. And, an Taiwan,the Chi- era!. And it is up to.the state to. ensure that its citizens are
nese pasitian was clear-cut and there was no.accammadatian treated with dignity- far in that lies the dignityaf the state as .
af segnx~1\tstifthe U8gtW;etnmeIrtandJCangressianalflirtationslOweli~~ 1is{Wlty,(pra~\tly,:eakist~ bMommg:)$fu'Vaurib1i I
with ~1~1wanlese"Ieal:IerSJa.1iWit;he<moVebYJth~!4i~#$3l~nese!ta~iI4Iping ba1,nd1hUhandJsUmillYiasissues~.1W~ st.
leadershijrta hald a:referendum. Sa, while ecanamics may;be and we are in a pasitian to.ensure that,it does"Alliwe;need!is,
impartl}.nt,China is certainly nat about to.campramise an the the canfidence in aur awn abilities and patience to.sustain aur '
care issue af Taiwan.Therefare, there is much we can learn care interests even as we mave proactively to further peace l
fram Chinaand much that we shauld - given the leaps farward and security. ! " } "
China is 'taking0- but the fIrst lessan is that there can be no. ,1
campramise anCQrenatianal issues. The views expressed by the writer are her own
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