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#1India'srecent 12-point peace pro- wherein comprehensive dialog1W
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posals evoked a lot of interest in could take place, 'id ~
Pakistan. Reaction from various From the above, it becomes abUM 'I

1,1sections of society was at once cau- dantly clear that both the Indianprem :1
tious and meaningfUl. Some reac- and the Indian government reflect"i\ n

tions were quite straight and forth- new Indian approach. This approacfi

I
'I right and as such there was no prob- aims at influencin

,

g Pakistanis to put i
lem in endorsing them in toto. How- pressure on their government to a~

\1ever, major point of concern in these cept conditions which India la~ !
,

'

proposals was that there was not down for opening the dialogue. Ire
even a remote reference to problem dia wants Pakistan to stop all suB;
of Kashmir. It~gured only when the port to the Kashmiris ip.their stru~
prospects of plying a bus service gle in the realisation of their rights of
~tweenSrinagar and Muzaffarabad self-determination, sanctioned by tll"i
~xamined. Pakistan accepted United Nations. ru

I the proposal in principle but know- Efforts for normalisation of rem:ing the content that the proposal tions between the two contendini,
, contained Pakistan suggested that countries is a good move and tl}~
the role of the, United States at the process must be facilitated but thii

'

LoC must also form the part of the normalisation must not be at the co'
agreement. IncUawas not expecting of withdrawing our support
such an intelligent reaction from Kashmiri freedom fighters, India, as
Pakistan and so, it was visibly per- a first step, would like KashmirissUe
turbed. to be shelved so that in times W>

Reacting to Pakistan's detailed re- come, it should be totally {orgott~
ply to these proposals, the Indian Luckily,Pakistan understands t!spokesman conceded that although cleverly contrived Indian game. -
Pakistan had responded positively dia's real intention is to side track t
to these proposals, yet to complicate issue and then push it into obliviorl.
matters, it had attached impractical,.~ To counter Indii;l'smo~Islamabali
extraneous and delaying conditions, must call upon India to restore t4e
in respect of certain proposals. The level of India-Pakistan relationshi.j'
spokesman further opined that, in to the level, whereby India had uril-
case, Pakistan's concerns were re- laterally cut off the communicati,*"
ally sound, it should takeimmediate links and reduced the size of tFit:!
steps to end infiltration, dismantle embassy staff. We feel thatfor India,
terrorist camps and offer compensa- it should not be very difficult to r~

:,tion to those affected'byterrorism. spond positivelyto this suggestiQf}..The spokesman complained that India continues harping on stop-
Pakistan, instead of facilitating the ping crossborder terrorism. This un-
process of normalization, had opted called for outburst is downright elf-

I.to politicize this humanitarian issue asperating, as Pakistan has assurEltl
!by attaching col1ditions. Such were India time and again that no such

I

' theharshcommentsfromtheIndian infj.ltrationwas taking place.So, tp
side! prove her case once again Pakistan

The American officials, however, should ress for strengthening tHe

I

expressed great satisfaction on Paki- UN Mil~ary Observers Group. This
, stan's positive response to these pro- group should effectivelymonitor tbe

posals. America noped that the cur- movement and the situation at the
j rent'thaw would create momentum Line of Control. Mere statements to
" towards peace and would result in a this effect are not enough. This':ts
'dialogue, encompassing all issues perhaps the only way to counter ah1:l
irl'ClUdihg'1Q.s:lfinir:""""""'" -.. "~add~ffi~traasigeneei'+
"'In this-regard/Mr Vajpayee's re- Pakistan must-also raise its){oice
marks also warrant special mention. in all international fora including
He remarked that a meaningful dia- the media and the civil society or-
logue with Pakistan was possible ganizations like the Amnesty Inter- ,
only when efforts were made by national and the Asia Wa,tchto high- I
Pakistan to stop cross-border infil- light India's barbarism. ' I
tration, and dismantle the infrastruc- Pastexperiencehas proved beyond;
tureof terrorism, Vajpayee, on his doubt that India is in no mood to:
part, underscoredthe need of pro- enter into any meaningfuldialogue I

mnhnO'nprmlp-tn-npnnlp;ntpT""tion. with Pakistan. So. Pakistan should I
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right and as such there was no prob- aims at influencing Pakistanis to put i
lemin endorsingthemintoto.How- pressureon their governmentto a~ ~

ever, major point of concern in these cept conditions which India la~ i
propo~als was that there was not down for opening the dialogue. Ire I
even a remote reference to problem dia wants Pakistan to stop all suB;: .~
of Kashmir. It ~gured only when the port to the Kashmiris ip.their st~gt I
prospects of plying a bus service gle in the realisation of their rights of I

~betweenSrinagarandMuzaffarabad self-determination,sanctionedbyth~ .
,'Were..examined. Pakistan accepted United Nations. rn

I'. the proposal in principle but know- Efforts for normalisation of relm
, ing the content that the proposal tions between the two contendinli
contained Pakistan suggested that countries is a good move and ~~
the role of the United States at the process must
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be facilitatedbut t9
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LoC must also form the part of the normalisationmustnotbeattheco
agreement. Ind,iawas not expecting of withdrawing our support
such an intelligent reaction from Kashmiri freedom fighters. India, as
Pakistan and so, it was visibly per- a first step, would like Kashmir issue
turbed. to be shelved so that in ,times W>

Reacting to Pakistan's detailed re- come, it should be totally forgott~
ply to these proposals, the Indian LUckily,pakistanunderstandst !spokesman conceded that although cleverly contrived Indian game. .-
Pakistan had responded positively dia's real intention is to side track
to these proposals, yet to complicate issue and then push it into oblivion.
matters, it had attaChed impractical, To counter India' smo~d.
extraneous and delaying conditions, must call upon India to restore tIff
in respect of certain proposals, The level of India-Pakistan relationsh&
spokesman further opined that, in to the level, whereby India had urh-
case, Pakistan's concerns were re- laterally cut off the communicaticHt
ally sound, it should take immediate links and reduced the size of t14
steps to end infiltration, dismantle embassy staff. We feel that for India,
terrorist camps and offer compensa- it should not be very difficult to rIoT

i tion to those affected' by terrorism. spond positively to this suggestio}}.
, The spokesman complained that India continues harping on stop-

Pakistan, instead of facilitating the ping cross border terrorism. This un-
process of normalization, had opted called for outburst is downright el.'-

i to politicize this humanitarian issue asperating, as Pakistan has assuretl
by attaching co1'\ditions.Such were India time and again that no such
the harsh comments ftom the Indian infiltration was taking place. So, tp
side! prove her case once again Pakistan

The American officials, however, should press for strengthening tHe
expressed great satisfaction on Paki- UN Mihtary Observers Group. This
stan's positive response to these pro- group should effectively monitortbe
posi¥s. America noped that the cur- movement and the situation at tbe
rent thaw would create momentum Line of Control. Mere statements to
towards peace and would result in a this effect are. not enough; This"ts
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iI\C1Uding<:'KasHrnit:"""""""~ -- ...a:adre8S"th~trlU'\Sigen~
'hIm this'regardt~Mr Vajpayee's re- Pakistan must. also raise its.Moke
marks also warrant special mention. in all international fora including
He remarked that a meaningful dia- the media and the civil society or-
logue with Pakistan was possible ganizations like the Amnesty Inb:+
only when efforts were made by national and the Asia Watch to high-
Pakistan to stop cross-border infil- light India's barbarism. '
tration, and dismaritle the infrastruc- Past experience has proved beyond
tureoHerrorism, Vajpayee, on his doubt that India is in no mood to
part, underscored the need of pro- enter into any meaningful dialogue

i motingpeople-to-peopleinteraction. with Pakistan. So, Pakistan should
'.'He was convinced that this interac. build up a strong case for the inte
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I tion would lead to strengthening national community to effectively
\ cultural exchanges and economic facilitate the settlement of issues arid:
, cooperation with.Pa

.
kistan. He fur- bringpeaceandnormali
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s
lther disclosed that India's main con- turbulent part of the world. :;. '

cernwas to encourage SUchelements In addition, world opinion in f;a-
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in Pakistan who would reco~e vour ofdialogue must also be mobi-
the folly of permanent hostility~to- Hsed through electronic me Ma,
wards India. think-tanks and civil society orgaN-!

Apparently Mr Vajpayee' s re- zations, In this exercise, India, on its!
; marks are quite innocent, but in fact, part, has successfully influenced;
these are quite intriguing, Only a world powers including USA to en-,

t discerning eye could see furough his dorse its viewpoint on terrorism.inlrcunning game! view of this grim situation, PakistanI
, Commentingon these proposals, should not feel complacent'at a'llJ

the Hindu press also focused on the Indeed, it should work vigorouSly
normalisation of relations between hard to counter India's nefaridus
the peoples of the hyo countries, designs that it has been nurturi~g
These analysts make us believe that against Pakistan since its inceptiop.
the real contentious issues can be India is trying desperately l)ardJo
r
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lved only when the people of arrange frequen
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l}tellecf;U-1

,Jndia and Pakistan are encouraged als, media experts and youth to Pa1
'to develop trust and confidence in kistan. The motive behind this exer-i
each other. These analysts suggest cise is that these ftequent exchange~
that the Indian go

.

vernment should ofvisitswouldcreateclimateagains~
provide incentives to the people of Pakistan. This is a very serious plan,
Pakistan for r-ormalisation of rela- ning,. and to counter it Pakistan toO:
tions, so that these could press their should try to pay India in the SaIDj

'

government to create conditions coin. )
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