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ne of the most sicken- ¥
0z, ing aspects of the now B
e utterly vitiated state
21N relations between india § ™
14nd Pakistan is the crass way in §
towhich the two governimenis deal §#
rwith each other's citizers, media- F
jufiersons and, increasingly, even
-ndiplomats. Over the past year, they have consciously fm[mnwtl a black and blue and sent home.
badense of enmity, blockes people-to-people contaets and move- That was nauseating enough. But now, for the first time,
5 ment, and frozen economic exchanges and physical cotimunica-  Heads of Mission and their official vehicles are being targeted. .
ojtipn links. Beyond a polnt, it is irrelevant to ask who fired the first shot
-057q On December 28, their murual relations reachied a4 new low  or provided the provecation. What matters is that both states
biwhen India's Home Ministry annowced, withoat evern consali n W have resorted to grossty uncivilised intimidatery methods. Both
withe Foreign Office, a fourfold reduction in the number of i accuse each other in the crassest of ways: of indulging in “pre-
s1gifies Pakistani nationals may visit. Worse was yet (¢ coime, A f-_ w  posterous political propaganda”, “intimidation” and “wilful ha-
J1days later, Home Minister L K Advani personally vetood visas for - rassment”, or of concocting “motivated” and “beseless” allega-
estsestain Pakistani scholar-activists invited to the Asiun Social  tions, Ironically, the terms of abuse are identical or symitetrical!
viFamum in Hyderabad from January 2 to T—after their apolica- Three points are relevant. First, the very fact that Foreign Sec- |
tians had been cleared by all the concerned authorities thanks to  retaries of India and Pakistan had to negotiate a 12-point Code |
15 persistent lobbying by the organisers. of Conduct in 1992 desplte the existence of numerous interna-
nigoyt For many of us at the ASF. the now-on, now-off procoss - get-  tional conventions on the treatment and the righits of accredited
-r4idg successive clearances for their visas seemed to be nearing  diplomats, tells its own story. It shows the two governments often
1ofmition just when Advani struck. Among the invitees were some  act out of an intention to harass and cause hudiy harm to each
s1ofiPakistan’s best-known public intellectuals and pence cain-  olher’s diplomats.
1o paigners, including Pervez Hoodbhoy, 1 A Rahman, Asma Je- This kind of diplomacy-by-bodily-harm probably has no par
-rihangir and A H Nayyar, all of who were lsted (o speak st this first-  allel in the post-War era. Even in the worst phase of the Cold War, .
‘isofits-kind continental event with eight major conferences, 160 US and Soviet embassy staff did not have to fear for their physi- |
.Jlseminars and 164 workshops, heside:. plenaries. cal safety. But in India and Pakistan, the notions of dignity and |
j',saanarlier, the Indian High Commission in Islamabad had arbi-  personal inviclability of diplomats stand threatered.
»4tatily clubbed together numerous visa applications an! nruned E
nﬂ]e,number to be approved. Thus, only about 10 of the Hi-plus S econd, what is more shameful, India and rakistan have re-

= idwai trusive surveillzance and actions
Pratul Bidwa such as “physicz! narassment, dis-
Il-r wriier is ong of India’s most wm y published connecting of telephone lines,
" Jiirerly a Senior Felidw of the Nehru threatening telephone calls, pur-
Mgimota ivtuseum and Library, he is a winner ot the Sean - suit in cars and unauthorised
MacBrice Prize for 2000 of the international Peace Bureau  entry into residences”—which the
prafulbidwait cyahoo.co.in CoC explicitly prohibits. People in

the latter category were beaten

7 Pakistani invitees coul(l make it to Hyderabad—a collective loss peatedly breached their own agreed Code, icluding provi-
riforus all, sion (i), which says their Foreign Office/Mission would, “in
#iitneBince then, the two governments have been tag e, op-ievet  the first instance, look into the circumstances of () complaint
-.diplomats too. Perhaps the worst instance of this kind was the {of breach) before lodging a formal protest” This violation
~2-charge that last Saturday India’s acting High Conuussioner, Sud-  speaks of despicably puerile windsets and deploiable conduct.
hir Vyas' official vehicle was blocked. According to the Indian Third, these incidents are bound to leave decp wounds on a
noprotest note, the mission car, flying the national flag, was stopped  critical section of our policy-makers long after r2lations are nor-
5 landboxed in by four four-wheelers and two motorcycles. It was  malised. Most diplomiats who have served in each other’s country
=i blockaded “with the cha.rge d’affaires and his wife inside for up to  are bitter about their experience and harbour L rible prejudices.
¢ 4brminutes at a time”. They get to see (and suffer) the worst aspects of Pa!ﬂstan s and
i1 2sFollowing this, the indian government p1 vinptly ratcheted up  India's domestic life.
21 diplomatic pressure on Pakistan and announced the creation of a If powerful functioie.ries are treated this way, the gruesome
zmew post: Additional Secretary (counter-terrorism). It might fur- reality of what India and Pekdistan do to lesser mortals can only be
2, ther restrict people-to-people contact, by tightening visa i.:ias.  imagined. Take the latest case in which an innocent Pakistani -
-5hi.oVyas was reportedly harassed on Nonday too when Pakistani  youth was set free by a Delhi court after finding that the Direc-
- police vehicles came “dangerousiy” close to his car. Three vehi-  torate of Revenue Intelligence, which booked him, b.ad “mistaken
i »cles, including a pick-up van, surrounded the car all the way from  his identity” for a drug smuggler’s. Like the 182 fisherfolk de-
-+-his,residence to his office. tained for years, there are literally hundreds of such cases, which
o However, there is a background to these incidents. The Pak-  violate and waste huran beings.
- istan High Commission in New Delhi clzits its officers Luve been Fighting with bare knuckies puts India and Pakistan in the
». systematically harassed since early January. On January 7, it com- - worst possible light. We can carry on this level of cenfrontation |
Anplained: “lately the surveillance of the flag vehicle being used by only at an enormous risk to our secm-'rt); safety, prospect of mu-
the acting High Commissioner has been increased o such z level tual coexistence, and our human dignity. Our leaders seem to |
that it can be simply termed as harassment”. For the last three  think they wield, and have the right to wield, the power to jeop--
. days, it said “inteliigence vehicles are constantly following the ve-  ardise all this—to the point of thwdeMng to extcmumte mi]hons i
hicle bumper to bumper, making it extremely difficult for the  of people with nuclear weapons,
driver to drive”. Sometimes these ve!uclu "da.ngtrn' 5 NaAeel- Underlying this is not just visceral, uwunable, enmity and mu-
_.vres” can “lead to 2 serious accident...” - - - -tual haired, but the two governments’ contempl for their own.:
As these incidents get highlighted in the med..:, but.h New peoples. They simply don't care whether their people’s lives,
Delhi and Islamabad accuse each other of violating the Vicona  human h\r-:-s', are successful, or they are wasted cy sacrificed to-
Convention of 1961 for the treatment of diplomats, and the bi-  their slates’ coercive powers.

= Code of Conduct (CsC) they signed in 13'}) Postscript: As if India’s suspension of rail: serv;ces between
P -are right. Just as hoth are wrong to'have . “Wagah and Attari wasn't vengeful enough, Pakistan hss physically

venile tit-for-tat responses. But this m\.ly shows 1 how soidud the'  ripped up and carried wway the rail tracks on its side, according
I India-Paldsthn situstion has becomer =+ “itinidat e dalio The Asian-Age. 1bwill be @ long;arducus provessdo restarts

a1 Earlier too, middle-level dzplomats and embassy persvmel the Samjhauta Express if andwncn t.he j;wo statm so,meda,v ayee
siisuspected to be spies, used to be subjected to verbal abuse, in-  to do so. -
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