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ne o. t ,e most,SIC-en- - - I" -- truslvesurve PHcean actIons
u~. ing aspects ef LI1t'now Prafu. Balwal . such as "physk:>l I.1ro-ilssment,<lis.

c: ,; . ut1:e~iyyiti<\ted ,;t~~t~.?f Ihe wr,iteri5a
,
neof,!ndia's'!l°,SfVliE'el,pub!ishedc()!\nlfct~ng ,of t\~lephone lines,

.art . relatIons betw<;en Il1Qa "', "rrrranyaSeniorFelluwoftheNehru threaterungtelephonecalls,pur-
'UJmdPakistanis the crasswayin Mernon;1IMuseumandLibrary,heisawinner(~theSeansuit in cars and'\mauthonsed
1oW;l:Uchthe two goverrunents deal MacBridePrizefor2000oftheInternationalPeaceBureauentry into reside:'1~es"-which the
InMth each other's citizens, media- praiuibidwai1@yahoo.co.in CoCexpUcif.l¥pw1iibits. People in
Jutierl'ons and, ir.creasingl;.',even ... the latter categ6& were beaten
-mliplomats,Overthepastyear,theyhaveconsciouslyfomenteda blackandblueandsenthome. ~.

b,sQl\Seof enmitY,bloc-kedpeople-to-people contacts anq move- That W;1Snauseating enough. But now, for"the first time, '

J; ment, and frozen econo,rjt: exchanges and ph.vsical cutf1munica- Heads of Mission and their official vehicles ate being targeted. ,
01t\qn.links, Beyond a point, it is irrelevant to ask who fired the first shot
-o~q ,On December 29. thei: mutt:a! relat;')ns reached ;1new low or provided the prov~t;(1ioI\, What matters is tl\at both stAtes
blYthlm India's Home :,\fuustry annolUleed, "'~()1oJ.teven c0r\.:->.l.ltinghave resorted to grosSly uncivilised intimidatory methods. Both
,'tithe Fore~ Office, a fourfold reduction in the number of Jndi"H accuse each other in the crassest of ways: of indulging in "pr€'-
~llJiViesPakistani nationals ma,\'visit. Worse was yet !,ocnmc. Afew posterous political propaganda", "intimidation" and "wilful ha- ,
,ndays later, Home :}l1.~sterL i\ Advani personally vetoi;d vL'KISfor rassment" , or of concocting "motivated" and "bEseless" aIlega-
2~oertain Pakist~ni scholar-acti\;sts invited to the A,;i.1lISocial lions. lronjcally, the tenns of abuse are identiC81or symmetrical!
'iTi'mrnmin Hyderabad from January 2 to 7-after their applica- Threepoints are relevant.First, the very fact that.ForeignSec- '

tions had been cleared by allthe concerned autholities thanks to reUiIies of India and Pa.kistru1.had to negotiate a '12-point Code ,
:U;Petsistent lobbying by the organisers, (if Conduct in 1992 despite the existence of numerous illterna-,
mm1 For many of us at the ASF.the now-on:now-off jJTiJ('CS~i. !4et- tional conventions on the treatment and the rigl1tspf accredited
-r:ting successive cleflrar,ces for their visas seemed to i)(,'ncaring diplomats, tells its own story. It shows the tWqgQ~rnments often,
19fnUtionjust when Ad"ru.1istruck. Among tJ1Cinvit('cs were some oct out of an intention to harass and cause booBy-harm to each
$1oi.p,akistan's best-known public intellectuals and pera~e cam- other's diplomats. ,"
'topaigners, including Pervez H()o<l,bhoy,lA Rahman, A.';rnaJe- This kind of c1iplomacy-hy-bodily-harm probab~' has no par-
-tdIangir and A H Nayyar,all of who were listed to speak at this first- allel in the post-War era. Even in the worst phase ot the Cold WdJ', ,
1i~M-kind continental event with eight major conferenc(>s, 160 US and Soviet embassy staff did not have to feaJ:!or tlleir physi- ,

,1!seminarsand 164 workshops,besides plenaties. cal safety,But in India and r-dki5tan,the i\otiOll,~.{)fdignitYand
J'Y:hjaEarlier,the Indian High Commissionin Islamahad had arbi- pen;onal inviolabiliryof diplomat,>stalld threat€H~. '

l:>-ttaIiilyclubbed together nW11erousvisa applications and ~)J"1Jf\ed"

-d.tqe;~W11~r t:o be approVed
,

' ~us, only abou~10 of th~?O-plus Second"what ,ismore s~uneful, India and l~~1~
"

',have r~ ;

<)'IPnkista1UIDVlteeScould make It to Hyderabaa-,.a collectiveloss peatedlybreached theIr own agreed Code, HlFludingpr!->Vl-
.flior:.usall. . &on(vi),wl1ichsaystheir ForeignOffice!MisSjonwould,"in
~.jlO;~'Sincetllen,the two goverrunentshave been Uu);.\;L..,c>."trl<:ve1 the first. instance, 100~kinto the circumstances (If Ca)complaint
oj-:,'<ti.plomatstoo. Perhaps the worst instance of this kind was the (of breach) before lodging a formal protest", this violation
,2~ge that last SaturdayIndia'sacting High ComHllS8ioncr,Bud- spealr.3of despicably puerile mindscts and deph,d$le conduct.

hir Vyas' official vehicle was blocked. According to the Indian Third, these incidents are bound to leave db;Rwoundson a
n..;prore5tnote, the mis.'>ioncar, flying the national flag, was stopped critical section of our policy-mal(ers long after l',"hitionsare nor-
.~Ian<iboxed in by four four-wheelers and two m9torcycles, It was malised. Most diplomats who have served inew:h ot~her'scountry
~l blookaded "with the charge d'affaires and his wife inside for up to are bitter about their experience and harbour tt'inble prejudices.
irl4.5rminUtesat a time". They get to see (and suffer) the worst aspects of ~<ikistan'sand
101t~Ebllowing this, the Indian government prumptIy ratcheted up India's domestic life, . ,;)'
~i diIill:>maticpressure on Pakib'tan and alUlOunCedthe creation of a If powerful functio;I:.rles are treated tllis way, the gruesome
,8fIIG post: Additional Secretary (counter-terrorism), It might fur- reality of what India and Pakistan do to lesser mOlt~l~ciiI1onlybe
%theNestrict people-to-people contact; by tightening viSa-IliA"\.:->. iInagined, Take the latest case in which an irulo..::~ntPakistani '
~h; ,,:N~'aswas reportedly harassed on Monday too when Paldstani youth was set free by a Delhi court after rIDding't""'It the Direc-
,qpOlice vehicles came "dangerously" close to his car, 'l11n'c vehi- torate of Revenue Intelligence, wl1ichbooked him, too "mistaken
b1Cle&,includinga pick-upVIIll,surroundedthe car aIllhe Vv-ayfrom his identity"for a drug smugg\l~r'$.Like the 182,fIsherfolkde- ,

1LhisJesidencetohisoffice. " tainedforyears,thereareliteraliyhundredsofsuch,(;ases,which
,';JJ1~1,.However,thereis a backgroundto tl1eseincidents,ThePale- violateandwastehumanbeings. , ' ,
.j~ High Conunission in New Delhi daims its officers have been Fighting with, bare knuckles puts India andPakjstan in the)
r,i:systematica1ly,harassed since early January. On January 7, it cam- worst possible light. We can carry 011this level of (::('nfrontation;!
xnplained:~1atelythe surveillanceof the flagvehiclebeing usedby only at an enonnous risk to our security,safety,JlrO$pectof mu- I

the acting High Commissioner has been increased to such a level tHal coexistence, and our human dignity. our le;iders seem to '
that it can be simply termed ,8.5hara8sment". For the h~i; three think they wield, and have the right to wield,' tl1e !>OV\erto jeop-:,

.,S days, it said~inte\ligence vehicles are COllit1'3ntJyfollowing the ve- ardise all this-.:...tothe point of threatening to exteI111iIW:emillions i
hicle Qumperto bW11per,making it extremely diffkult for the of people with nuclearweapons. ; ;\i> - '.1',:\' ,,;;,;~:'
driv'et to drive~..Sometimei; these vehicles' "dangero~ls 1l1<moeu- . Underlying this is not just visceral, incurable, eriitlity and mu-

...J.r~" can;;lc!¥ito a serious 3('cident.;'" >, "'~'~- -,. ~",,",~,tual hntred, but the two govermnents' contempj,;.for tlleir own.i
As these inCidEmtSget'highlighted in the media, both N~w peoples. They simply don't care whether their pe(iple's lives,

Delhi and Islamaba4 accuse ~ch other or violating 1.11(:Vicmla, human lives, Qte successful, or they are wasted. (',J"sacril'iced to'
Conventionof 19tHforthe treatmentof diplomats,andtlw.bi- theirst<1tes'coercivepowers. r'" ",i

,."I;.\J:.e~Q<)ge.~fpo~<iu£U~GC) the:, ~i~>~tin f~?2. '

,

" ,,;"'j" Postscript:~ if 111~a)suspension o[ r-~ 'se[vtc~s bl(tweel).:
~I#JIre1ight:'J$tt'1$\l)oth arrl\\Toltgtli'haw 1jf' ,><', ,>'Vl,1gah and Attfui.W'd.~t vengefulenough;PakistahtWtsphYsJ,canyr;,

venile tl~:for-taf response&, But this Gl1lyshows how sorilld thl:!"ripped up and carried away the rail tracks on its side, according!
I :JnQia~~bn'has;bec(m\(",1'!;6. '''''It'l)ri'''''ti'''1'''c'71:~ito'11w,,A.\'i~nAge, If;:.~Q~;1t19t1}JJ!M'JlI},Q!.l8P.ro~~o tftstartt:
PJhRnEarli~r.,toO;1ni~dle-level diplQ~j and embassy persOl'u~cl, tpeSaiqilw4tA Exprel!SjfMa.wJwn,th~,~o ~ 1>P.P.e<!ayagree,!

!):>!suspecteQtobe"SPICS,used to be subjected ,to ,verbal abuse, ID- to do so. """." '; c-;"';<;:"J iL; .i't,;n,-~,!", ",ul~h' \"~:,(, i
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