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ByRussianandAmerican experience of "doing US-Russian positiv(!change..But ~hangealso ~

ambassadors relations".Wehave cometo etheron bringswithit newthreats. . g
this dip the the ration I

We are diplomats -not politicians -who Carnegie nal cti, q
representa half-centuryof experienceof Peace in to reflect on the and organised crime, unprecedented g
'doingUS-Russianrelations' prospectsfor US-Russianrelatious. our . ent aridenergy ii

Ourcareershave seen our countries d a unresolvedand tI
face critical, at times existential, frozen regionalco are amongthe if
challenges.Wehave knownthe success pressingissuesthatrequirejointattention. aJ
of close cooperationwhen we defeated In these and Jpanyother araai>,pur two d:T' HIS year marks an important

anniversary. In 1807, the Russian
Empire and th~youngA-merican

Republic agreed to eStabliSh diplomatic
relations. Soon after, Russia's first
envoy, Alexander Dashkov, arriv~ in
Washington,. and John Quincy Adams
traveled to St Petersburg.

Since this modest beginning,.our
relations, at their best and wot'$t, .11.!\ve
borne out de Tocqueville's prophecy that
America and Russia are "marked out by
the willof »eavento swaythe destinies
of half the globe".

Today, with the Cpld War and
immediate post-Soviet transition beh.iwl us,

wefacea neWworldinwhichatieffective.
US-Russian relationship is central to
addressing many global cha1Jen es.

As Americana to
Moscow otRussian a to
Washington, we are all direct
descendants of. those envoys who
pioneered the bilateral conversation;

We are diplomats - not politicians -
who represent a half-century of

AmericaandRussiaare targetcomplex
nationswithdifferenthistories[g~ography
andcultures.It is normaland inevitabl,e
that we eachseethe worldthroughthe

lensof ourownnationalinterests[compete
in globaleconomicand politicalaffairsand

havelegitimatedisagreements
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common foes and. developed a safer
world, but also the consequences of
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